
 

 

 
 

July 27, 2017 
 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager        
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGERôS WEEKLY REPORT:  July 21-27, 2017 
   

 

CITY MANAGE R/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS  

 

¶ Last week, the California State Transportation Agency (CalSTA) and the Department 
of Transportation (Caltrans) announced the fast tracking of "fix it first" construction 
work and increased road repairs across the state.  Caltrans is able to jumpstart 
these road repairs thanks to the passage of the Road Repair and Accountability Act 
of 2017 (Senate Bill 1), recently passed by the Legislature and signed by 
Governor Brown. 

Construction will begin this summer on 13 pavement projects across the state. 
Additionally, Caltrans has expedited the design of an additional 50 projects, which 
will also begin construction this fiscal year. 

Caltrans is expediting more than $285 million in road repairs across California 
months before the revenue from SB 1 even starts to accrue this fall.  The road repair 
projects will include repairing and resurfacing hundreds of miles of highways to 
extend the service life of California roads.  Caltrans will also improve lane-line 
visibility and motorist safety with new striping.  The new striping will include highly 
reflective and durable beads, making it easier to see lane demarcations in all 
weather conditions.  In some locations, roads will get completely repaved. 

The accelerated construction work is taking place in every Caltrans district in 
California, and in urban, suburban, and rural areas. 

SB 1 is projected to generate $5.4 billion over the next decade, split evenly between 
state and local investments, to fix transportation infrastructure across California. 

The $5.4 billion-a-year investment will cost most drivers less than $10 a month and 
comes with strict new accountability provisions to ensure funds can only be spent on 
transportation. 
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SB 1 funds will enable Caltrans to fix more than 17,000 lane miles of pavement, 
500 bridges, and 55,000 culverts by 2027.  Caltrans will also fix 7,700 traffic 
operating systems, like ramp meters, traffic cameras, and electric highway message 
boards that help reduce highway congestion.  When this work is finished, 98 percent 
of pavement on state facilities will be in good or fair condition, up from 85 percent 
today. 

In addition to the work Caltrans is expediting today, the California Transportation 
Commission (CTC) and CalSTA are preparing to award SB 1 funds by spring 2018 
to competitive transportation grant programs to improve Californiaôs trade corridors, 
expand public transit systems, provide relief to congested commute corridors, and 
provide state matching funds to help cities and counties build better communities. 

Until SB 1 was signed by Governor Brown earlier this year, California had not 
significantly invested in the stateôs transportation infrastructure in 23 years; since 
then, Californiaôs population has grown by 8 million, with millions more vehicles and 
trucks on the state highway system. Californians also drive more than 350 billion 
miles a yearˈmore than any other state.  

Montclairôs estimated 10-year share of SB 1 funds for local street and road 
investments is projected to be $8.85 million.  This total is in addition to current gas 
tax allocations. A complete list of investment funds to be allocated to San Bernardino 
County cities can be found here. 
 
For complete details on SB 1 visit http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/. 
 
List of Projects under construction: 
http://calsta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/07/13-Projects-Underway.pdf 
 
List of Expedited Projects:  
http://calsta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/07/50-Projects-Coming-
Soon.pdf 
 

¶ In order to streamline customer service maintenance requests and increase 
response times, the California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS), has 
introduced a Customer Service Maintenance Request Form, available online, where 
individuals can report a variety of maintenance requests including the reporting of 
potholes, graffiti, litter, etc. 

Once completed, individuals will be provided with a customer service maintenance 
request ticket number where they can check on the status of their maintenance 
request. 

The CALTRANS Customer Service Maintenance Request Form can be accessed at 
the following link.  https://csr.dot.ca.gov/ 
 
 

  

http://www.rebuildingca.ca.gov/
http://calsta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/07/13-Projects-Underway.pdf
http://calsta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/07/50-Projects-Coming-Soon.pdf
http://calsta.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/12/2017/07/50-Projects-Coming-Soon.pdf
https://csr.dot.ca.gov/
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT/  

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT    

¶ The Planning Commission has a new memberˈ Mr. Barry Rowley, who will fill the 
vacancy created by the recent retirement of Commissioner Don Vodvarka.  Also, Mr. 
Manny Martinez has been reappointed to a second term.  Both gentlemen were 
sworn in to office by City Clerk Andrea Phillips on Monday night at the Planning 
Commission meeting. 

 Mr. Rowley is a long-time resident of Montclair and is employed by Monte Vista 
 Water District.   

 Planning Commissioners serve a four-year term.  Mr. Rowley and Mr. Martinez 
 participated in a recruitment and interview process and were recommended  for 
 appointment by the Planning Commission Subcommittee. 

 Congratulations, Barry and Manny! 
 

 
Manny Martinez and Barry Rowley are pictured taking  
their Oaths of Office 
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¶ National Restaurant News reports that same-store sales increased 3.9 percent in the 
United States at McDonaldôs Corporation in the second quarter that ended June 30. 
Global same-store sales increased 6.6 percent as the burger giant generated 
momentum in many markets around the globe.  The global and domestic same-store 
sales results were the best in 5 years at the company.  

Thanks to those sales performances, net income increased 28 percent to 
$1.4 billion, or $1.70 per share, from $1.1 billion, or $1.25.  Revenue for the quarter 
fell 3 percent to just over $6 billion, from $6.3 billion, due to refranchising.  The 
results bested investorsô expectations, and the stock increased 3 percent on July 26.  
McDonaldôs was set to hit an all-time high of more than $156 per share.  

 "Weôre building a better McDonaldôs, and customers are noticing," McDonaldôs CEO 
Steve Easterbrook said in a statement.   McDonaldôs said its domestic same-store 
sales increased largely due to its national cold beverage promotion, which includes 
$1 any size drink, as well as the chainôs new Signature Crafted premium sandwiches 
promotion.  

The results set the stage for additional efforts that the company and a growing 
number of investors believe will continue to generate sales in the coming quarters: 
Notably, mobile ordering, delivery and kiosks.  McDonaldôs is adding mobile ordering 
at its 14,000 domestic locations this year.   

"Iôm confident that weôre on the right path to continue positively impacting sales, 
guest traffic, and customer satisfaction as we work to bring the biggest benefit to the 
most people in the shortest possible time," Easterbrook said. 

HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT  

 
¶ Yesterday, The Montclair Senior Center held its monthly birthday party at the 

Community Center. Over 260 guests attended the Independence Day-themed 

celebration and enjoyed a delicious lunch, cake, and ice cream. 

The Montclair Walkers Choral Group performed a variety of patriotic songs and The 
Happy Tappers entertained the crowd with spectacular patriotic performances. 

 
Each person received a glow stick, and, for the grand finale, lights were turned off 
and everyone sang God Bless America. It was a colorful sight! 
 
A picture collage of the event is featured on Page 9.  
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¶ On July 18, the Senior Center hosted an afternoon of entertainment.  Ruth Younger 

Productions presented "How the West Was Won at the Sagalot Saloon."  Over 100 

people attended the comedy show and were treated to ice cream. 

Photos are shared on Page 10. 
 
¶ Tuesday night featured the third movie of the 2017 Summer Movie and Concert 

Series at Alma Hofman Park. Approximately 300 people ventured out of their homes 

to enjoy a special showing of Moana, free arts and crafts for children, and the snack 

bar. 

Photos are shared on Page 11. 
 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

 

¶ The public is invited to Alma Hofman Park on Tuesday, August 1 for National Night 
Out.  Activities will kick off at 7 p.m. 

The Batman Lego Movie, will start at sunset or approximately 8 p.m., and the Splash 
Pad is tentatively scheduled to be open.  Fire Department and Police Department 
personnel will be on hand with their tools of the trade and will even allow kids (and 
kids at heart) the opportunity to handle some of the equipment.  For parents, there 
will be child registration kits and a child seat installation technician will be available 
to inspect car seats and to offer instruction on proper installation procedures.   
 
For blood donors, the Red Cross will make that possible by providing a staffed 
Bloodmobile.   
 
Other activities will include a free photo booth; face painting for kids; and giveaways, 
such as glow bracelets.  The Senior Center will sell popcorn, cookies, and bags of 
nuts; and snow cones will also be available for purchase.   
 
National Night Out is a community-police awareness-raising event in the United 
States, held the first Tuesday of August.  The event has been held annually since 
1984 and is sponsored by the National Association of Town Watch in the United 
States and Canada. The event is meant to increase awareness about police 
programs in communities, such as drug prevention, neighborhood watch, and other 
anti-crime efforts. 
 
National Night Out is a great chance to reach out and interact with the communities 
we serve, and I am hoping this yearôs event will set a new standard for our 
participation.   
 
Don't miss out on all of the fun!  Please pass the word, and join us!   
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT  

¶ Last Thursday, Deputy City Manager Marilyn Staats, Senior Management Analyst 
Mikey Fuentes, Police Chief Robert Avels, former Public Works Director/City 
Engineer Mike Hudson, Planning Manager Christine Caldwell, and I met with 
San Bernardino County Transportation Authority representatives and about 
25 residents along Caroline Street, including Council Member Bill Ruh, to discuss 
concerns and potential impacts of the proposed I-10 Express Lane Project.  The 
project is jointly sponsored by SBCTA and Caltrans.   

Former Director Hudson called the workshop to order and introduced SBCTA Project 
Manager Chad Costello to the audience.  In his opening remarks, Mr. Costello 
provided background and history of the project, dating back to 2012.  Several people 
in the audience expressed surprise that the project had been going on for five years 
and they were just now hearing about it.  Notices of workshops and public hearings 
had been sent to all residents along the freeway corridor, according to Mr. Costello; 
but as is the case with many such notices, they tend to be overlooked, forgotten, or 
determined by the recipient to have no corresponding relationship/impact to their 
respective property. 
 
Mr. Costello presented exhibits showing the proposed freeway widening that were 
used for environmental clearance purposes, and indicated that the proposed project 
would convert the existing, single high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane in each 
direction to express lanes, and add an additional lane in each direction for a total of 
two express lanes in each direction.  That work would result in a widening of the 
freeway and rebuilding of the sound wall.  The exhibits showed potential impacts to 
adjacent properties on the north side of Caroline Street and the north end of the 
Vernon Avenue cul-de-sac.   

 
Mr. Costello explained that the environmental process addressed potential right-of-
way acquisition, including four properties that were identified as potential full takes.   
However, the design has only just begun, so it is too early to state with any certainty 
whether full takes would be required. 
 
Mr. Costello identified only two potential types of significant impacts:  (1) temporary 
construction easements for sound wall reconstruction; and (2) partial or full takes for 
additional freeway right-of-way.  Residents, however, felt that there were at least two 
more impacts of greater, personal concern:  (1) multiple residential construction 
impacts due to noise, vibration, foundation and wall cracks, increased freeway 
passenger vehicle and heavy truck traffic, and inconvenience due to construction 
encroachmentði.e., the "temporary" taking of their respective backyards for 
construction activities; and (2) the freeway would be widened and would move closer 
to their homes, devaluing their properties and potentially diminishing the size of their 
backyards.  Some residents also indicated that they viewed the proposed freeway 
widening as injuring their ability to enjoy their homes and market their properties now 
or in the future for a reasonable return on their investmentsðsome of these 
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residents suggested the appropriate solution may be for SBCTA and Caltrans to 
purchase the properties contiguous to the construction area at fair market value. 
 
The meeting concluded with Mr. Costello promising to meet with residents 
individually as construction drawings and schedules move further along in the 
development and planning process.  He would inform the contractor who would be 
awarded the design-build contract that they need to try and minimize right-of-way 
acquisition, particularly as it may relate to any properties that have tentatively been 
identified for full acquisition. 

 

ECS:spa 
Success is finding satisfaction in giving a 
little more than you take. 

               ~ Christopher Reeve 
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                 AUGUST 2017 

       

01 
City Manager's Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

01 
NATIONAL NIGHT OUT ï The Batman Lego Movie! 
Alma Hofman Park 

 
7:00 p.m. 

 

07 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

14 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

15 
City Manager's Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

16 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

10:30 a.m. 

17 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

21 
Real Estate Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

5:30 p.m. 

21 Code Enforcement/Public Safety Committee Meeting 6:15 p.m. 

21 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

28 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Conference Room 

7:00 p.m. 

29 
City Manager's Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 
 

  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj5m-C13anVAhVrj1QKHVKQCccQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fdribbble.com%2Fshots%2F3279795-Official-The-LEGO-Batman-Movie-Sticker-Pack&psig=AFQjCNG08HyLKbXmNXTBuK6XrdDyIHjCKg&ust=1501254012613567
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