
 
 

 

 
 

 

March 24, 2016 
 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager          
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  March 18-24, 2016 
   

 

CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 

 Last week, the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) 
released a draft 2017 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) that identifies a 
detailed list of transportation projects to be built over the next 40 years to improve 
mobility and quality of life in Los Angeles County.  Building the ambitious list of 
projects requires passage of a sales tax ballot measure that would go to 
Los Angeles County voters this November. 

The draft 2017 LRTP anticipates approximately $120+ billion over a 40-year period, 
relying on the following funding assumptions:  a one-half cent sales tax 
augmentation to begin in 2018 and extension of an existing one-half cent sales tax 
rate (Measure R) beyond its current expiration in 2039.  Together, the one cent sales 
tax, if approved by voters, would sunset in 2057.  The proposed measure does, 
however, provide for a partial extension beyond the sunset date for ongoing repairs, 
operations, and debt service.  A 45-year plan through 2062 and a 50-year plan 
through 2067 may also be recommended to the Metro Board to raise up to an 
additional $11 billion for accelerated construction and additional rail lines. 

The foundation of the draft 2017 LRTP is a draft Expenditure Plan which provides a 
vision, through nine categories of funding, for development of the proposed transit-
related infrastructure improvement program needed to build and operate a balanced 
multi-modal transportation system for the region.  The effort is spurred, in part, by 
Los Angeles County’s population growth projections of 2.4 million by 2057, and the 
region’s designation as the nation’s most traffic-congested metropolitan area. 

  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTYwMzE4LjU2NzM3MDMxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE2MDMxOC41NjczNzAzMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDEzNTE0JmVtYWlsaWQ9ZWNzdGFyckBjaXR5b2Ztb250Y2xhaXIub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1lY3N0YXJyQGNpdHlvZm1vbnRjbGFpci5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&100&&&http://theplan.metro.net/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#plan
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Expansion of the transportation network would connect Los Angeles County’s 
growing transit system to communities that have lacked rail since the demise of the 
Pacific Electric streetcar network in the middle of the last century.  Dispersion of 
transit projects throughout the region would also generate goodwill and support from 
communities that saw little benefit from Measure R, despite strong voter support. 

The draft 2017 LRTP provides that new rail routes through Claremont, Van Nuys, 
and Westwood would be built first; and leading the list is the Gold Line extension to 
Claremont/Montclair (Phase 2B).  The LRTP shows a Phase 2B construction start 
date of 2019, with service beginning in 2025; however the Foothill Gold Line 
Construction Authority has said it anticipates breaking ground in 2017, with 
completion by 2023. 

Metro officials will have three months to hear comments from the public on the draft 
2017 LRTP and make required changes.  The Metro Board of Directors is expected 
to vote in June to place the tax measure on the November 2016 General Election 
Ballot.   

Construction of the Montclair Segment (from the Los Angeles County-San 
Bernardino County Line to the Montclair Transcenter) is expected to be completed 
with cap-and-trade dollars provided by the state.  Over the last few years, Montclair 
officials struggled to identify construction for the Montclair Segment after 
San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) announced it did not have the 
projected $76 million needed to construct the project.  The City initially looked to 
federal transit grant sources as the funding mechanism; however, last year, after the 
California State Transportation Authority (CalSTA) announced enhanced levels of 
cap-and-trade funding for transit projects that can establish reductions to 
greenhouse gas emissions, Montclair Segment funding shifted toward cap-and-
trade.  Earlier this month, Metro announced it would incorporate the Montclair 
Segment into its grant application for Phase 2B cap-and-trade funding.  CalSTA is 
expected to announce later this year if funding will be approved for the Montclair 
Segment. 

 

 Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation Authority (Metro) is looking to push 
forward with its planned pedestrian bridge over Empire Avenue, which would 
connect the Metrolink station south of Bob Hope Airport to the airfield's 
transportation center. 

Executives from Metro told Burbank residents, during a community meeting at the 
airport last week, that the $15.8-million project is in the design phase, which is 
expected to be completed in June.  Transportation officials hope to break ground in 
December 2016 and expect the project to be completed by December 2018. 
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The pedestrian bridge is intended to better connect and protect train passengers 
who are traveling through the airport.  It would extend from the moving walkway that 
connects the airfield's terminal to the transportation center, cross over Empire 
Avenue and the railroad tracks and connect with the north and south platforms of the 
Metrolink station via an elevator and a set of stairs. 

Metro is looking to update the signage at the station, which is sometimes unclear 
and can make it difficult to navigate the facility.  Metrolink riders have to walk across 
the railroad tracks using an at-grade crossing to get to either the north or south 
platform.  

Metro is looking to increase connectivity between regional transportation hubs by 

addressing the "last mile" issue when it comes to public transportation.  "Last mile" is 
a term often used to describe the difficulty in getting individuals using public 
transportation from a transportation hub to their final destination.  Metro has been 
addressing the last mile issue over the past several years with the expansion of 
several light rail projects. 

Two years ago, Metro announced, as part of its Green and Crenshaw Lines light rail 
projects, the construction of an Airport Metro Connector Transit Station.  The Airport 
Metro Connector Transit Station would serve as a connector between the Green and 
Crenshaw light rail lines and Los Angeles International Airport.  Once completed, the 
Airport Metro Connector Transit Station will provide a connection to a future 
Automated People Mover to be built and operated by Los Angeles World Airports. 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 

 Loose ends are in the process of being tightened up at two Montclair development 
projects.  Although The Paseos at Montclair North was completed in late 2015, some 
utility underground work along Arrow Highway lagged behind, partially because of 
the need to coordinate with Southern California Edison's work in conjunction with the 
Arrow Station project directly across the street.  Earlier this month, the last overhead 
conveyances were removed from the utility poles fronting The Paseos' podium 
building.  Once the remaining punch list items are completed, including re-installing 
two streetlight acorn fixtures, the first project within the North Montclair Downtown 
Specific Plan will officially be completed. 

 Construction at the Montclair Shoppes across from Costco is nearing completion. 
Two tenants in Building "B," AT&T and FlexNUp, will likely be opening for business 
in the next week.  Other adjacent tenants preparing to open in the near future 
include Dickey's BBQ, Jersey Mike's Subs, Creamistry, Burgerim, and Affordable 
Auto Title Loans.  Tenant improvements in Building "A," which will be home to the 
newest Original Tommy's Hamburgers, got underway in earnest earlier this month 
and are moving forward at a rapid pace. 
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 On Monday night, the City Council approved a General Plan Amendment, Zone 
Change, and Tentative Tract Map paving the way for Crestwood Corporation to 
construct 22 detached condominiums and 9 single-family residences on a 4.60-acre 
site on the south side of Mission Boulevard, east of Monte Vista Avenue.  The 
approval concludes a more than year-long effort by the developer to acquire the 
property and obtain its entitlements.   

The subject property, which is developed with a 19,000 square-foot building 
constructed as a grocery store in 1966, has been largely unused for the past 
20 years.  Construction on the residential project is expected to start this summer.     

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 On Monday, on-duty crews from Montclair and Upland Fire Departments participated 
in Landing Zone Procedures refresher training provided by Upland Station No. 165 
personnel.  Crews were reminded of landing zone safety requirements and learned 
how to safely load a patient onto an air ambulance through a simulated patient-
loading scenario. 

    

 With the arrival of spring, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CALFIRE) announced that it is increasing staffing for fire season, not only to fight 
wildfires, but also to help prevent them. 

  



5 

 

CALFIRE already has responded to 240 wildfires since January 1, 2016, and has 
boosted its staffing by 400 seasonal firefighters statewide.  The additional crews will 
focus on fire prevention, fuel reduction, and defensible space programs, according to 
a CALFIRE news release.  Projects include removing dead trees, creating and 
maintaining fire breaks, removing dense brush, performing prescribed burning, and 
educating homeowners about defensible space. 

While the winter rain has helped decrease the fire risk in some areas, it has not been 
enough to end the drought. 

Cal Fire officials said it is critical that residents do their part to prepare for wildfires 
by maintaining 100 feet of defensible space around their homes and property.  This 
includes removing weeds and other dead or dying vegetation, pruning lower tree 
branches, and clearing leaves and debris from roofs and gutters. 

For more information on how to create defensible space, see CALFIRE’s Ready for 
Wildfire website, ReadyForWildfire.org.    

  HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 

 Saturday’s Annual Easter Eggstravaganza and Pancake Breakfast will be held from 
9 a.m. to 11 a.m. at the Montclair Community Center and Alma Hofman Park.   

The event will include games, activities, Easter eggs and candy for children 10 years 
and younger. Children are invited to bring their own baskets to win candy-filled eggs 
as game prizes.  
 
The Easter Bunny will arrive via fire engine and will pose for photos ($3 per photo or 
$1 to take your own photo).  
 
The pancake breakfast, offered for $3 per breakfast, will also include sausage, 
orange juice, and coffee.  
 
This annual event is sponsored by the City of Montclair, Montclair Kiwanis Club, 
Montclair Fire Fighter’s Association, Montclair Police Officers Association, and 
Montclair-Ontario Junior Women’s Club.  
 
For additional information, call (909) 625-9479. 

 

 Yesterday at the Senior Center, Program Aide Antoinette Carrillo demonstrated how 
to make delicious appetizers, just in time for Easter.  The appetizers included stuffed 
mushrooms, fried zucchini chips, and cheesy spinach croissant rolls.   

Over 30 seniors participated in the presentation and went home with new recipes.  
 
A photo collage of the presentation is featured on Page 12. 

 

  

http://readyforwildfire.org/
http://readyforwildfire.org/


6 

 

 The Senior Center will be holding the following two workshops that are open to 
everyone: 

Legal Services — Wednesday, April 6 from 10 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.  
A representative from Inland Counties Legal Services will discuss last wills, 
testaments, financial powers of attorney, medical powers of attorney, and other legal 
documents. 
 

        Financial Fraud of Future Estate Planning — Thursday, April 14 from 10 a.m. to 
11:30 a.m.  A representative from Neighbor Works and April De Leon, a HECM 
certified counselor, will be discuss important decisions adults face as they age.  The 
goal is to educate adults on how to avoid becoming victims of fraud and/or identity 
theft.   

 
The workshop will also cover the basics of a reverse mortgage, and resources and 
future planning. 

Both workshops will be held in the Senior Center.  RSVP by calling (909) 625-9483.  

POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Police Officer Ryan Sirimahachaikul was sworn in to duty on Monday by Police Chief 
Mike deMoet.  Ryan graduated from the San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Police 
Academy on Thursday, March 10.  

Welcome, Ryan, to the Montclair City family! 

 

 
Pictured from left:  Lt. Jason Reed, Lt. Brandon Kumanski, Chief Mike deMoet, 

Officer Ryan Sirimahachaikul, Capt. Robert Avels, and Lt. Brian Ventura 
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SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/ 

MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Tailored Brands, known as Men's Wearhouse, has announced plans to close roughly 
250 stores this year.  Sales trends at that label deteriorated in the fourth quarter, 
with the company adding that it expects weakness there to continue into 2016.  
Revenues at Jos. A. Bank have diminished since the company ended its ubiquitous 
"Buy One Get Three Free" promotion in October.  After reiterating Wednesday that 
the label's comparable sales dropped 31.9 percent during the fourth quarter (the 
company pre-announced its sales in February), management said it expects another 
mid-teens decline this year.  That follows s a 14.6 percent slide the brand posted in 
the third quarter.  Tailored Brands stock is down more than 67 percent over the past 
year. 

Men's Wearhouse, which changed its name to Tailored Brands in January, acquired 
the Jos. A. Bank label for $1.8 billion in 2014. In a bid to bring the brand more 
upmarket, management last year put an end to the Buy One Get Three Free 
promotions that made the brand famous.   However, as part of its strategy to bring 
Jos. A. Bank back to profitability, the company will close 80 to 90 of its full-price 
stores this year. The company will also close all Jos. A. Bank and Men's Wearhouse 
outlet stores, which the CEO said were collectively not profitable. It will also close 
100 to 110 tuxedo shops.  

As of January 30, there were 714 Men's Wearhouse stores, 625 Jos. A. Bank 
locations, and 160 tuxedo shops.  

 Kohl’s plans to close 18 underperforming stores by mid-June, including 9 in 
California, a move that will impact up to 1,800 workers. 

Locally, the closures will affect the San Gabriel and West Hills stores in Los Angeles 
County and an Upland store in the Inland Empire.  The Upland store on North 
Campus Avenue will not be closing.  Three Orange County stores are also on the hit 
list, including Ladera Ranch, Cypress, and Santa Ana.  Additional closures will occur 
in Mira Mesa, Rancho Cordova, and San Jose.  The remaining stores are in Florida, 
Georgia, Illinois, North Carolina, New Jersey, and Wisconsin.  They are all 
scheduled to close by June 19. 

The Wisconsin-based retailer employs 80 to 100 employees at each of its stores, so 
the closures will impact anywhere from 1,440 to 1,800 workers.  Displaced 
employees will be offered the opportunity to work at nearby Kohl’s, or they can 
accept a severance package.  

The closures might appear significant, but those 18 stores account for less than 
1 percent of the company’s total sales.  Kohl’s currently operates 1,166 stores in 
49 states. 

http://www.cnbc.com/2015/11/06/mens-wearhouse-shares-tank-40-percent.html?__source=msn|money|inline|story|&par=msn&doc=103455677|5%20reasons%20to%20like%20negativ
http://www.cnbc.com/2015/11/06/mens-wearhouse-shares-tank-40-percent.html?__source=msn|money|inline|story|&par=msn&doc=103455677|5%20reasons%20to%20like%20negativ
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The company reviewed a variety of factors, including local competition, rent, and 
expenses involved in keeping a store open, and how each customer base has 
evolved. 

Executives from Kohl’s noted the retailer saw 5 consecutive quarters of positive 
same-store sales growth and a 4 percent bump between Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. But that momentum was substantially offset by softness in early 
November and in January when demand for cold-weather goods was especially low. 

A recent earnings report shows that Kohl’s posted an annual profit of $673 million for 
its 2015 fiscal year which ended January 30, 2016, down from $867 million for the 
previous fiscal year. 

The closures are expected to generate annual savings of about $45 million in 
salaries, commissions, travel expenses and other costs, as well as an annual 
depreciation savings of roughly $10 million.  Kohl’s expects to incur $150 million to 
$170 million in charges as a result of the closures and an organizational realignment 
that took place at the company’s corporate offices last month. 

Kohl’s has also developed a pilot program to unveil 7 smaller 35,000-square-foot 
stores at various locations throughout the country, 12 Fila outlet locations, and 
2 additional Off/Aisle pilot stores that sell returned merchandise. 

 Walmart announced its fourth quarter earnings fell 7.9 percent due to higher 
operating expenses and lower sales driven by factors like warmer weather, and 
weaker sales of smartphones and the latest television sets. 

The world's largest retailer also lowered its estimate for sales growth in fiscal year 
2017, which began in February.  It is now expected to be relatively flat compared to 
the previous estimate of 3 percent to 4 percent growth. 

Walmart reported net income of $4.57 billion for the 3-month period which ended 
January 30, 2016, compared to $4.97 billion in the year-ago period.  Total revenue 
fell 1.4 percent to $129.7 billion.  After adjusting for currency exchange rates in the 
countries where Walmart operates, total revenue was $134.4 billion, an increase of 
2.2 percent. 

With heightened competition from online retailers, Walmart has been working to 
improve customer experience in stores and developing ways to better integrate 
online and in-store shopping, such as curbside pickup of online grocery orders.  It 
also redesigned shelf layout at some stores and is working to move goods faster 
from suppliers. 

Grocery has been a point of emphasis for Walmart as the market has become more 
competitive.  In addition to being the largest retailer, Walmart is also the largest 
grocer in the United States.  The company is employing more department managers 
and seeking to ensure that popular fresh produce and organic products are 
consistently stocked. 
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Despite its slowing revenue growth, Walmart continues to invest heavily in employee 
wages and e-commerce in an effort to stay competitive with Amazon.   

To reduce losses, Walmart is closing 269 underperforming stores globally, including 
154 in the United States.  Analysts are expecting even more store closings down the 
road in order to combat continued losses.  

ECS:spa

"The greatest healing therapy is friendship and 

love."   
    ~ Hubert H. Humphrey  
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       MARCH 2016 

  

26 
Easter Eggstravaganza and Pancake Breakfast 
Montclair Community Center and Alma Hofman Park 

9 a.m. 
- 

11 a.m. 

27 Easter  

28 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

29 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

31 
City-County Conference, March 31-April 1 
Lake Arrowhead 

 

 
  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXLjVvBWBYYAqW6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0NHE2MGhoBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM3YjlhMWUwYjU2ZDMwMzYwOWYzMmE1ODk3OWUyZTQ3OQRncG9zAzE4NARpdANiaW5n?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=easter+egg+clipart&fr=yfp-t-554&fr2=piv-web&nost=1&tab=organic&ri=184&w=650&h=346&imgurl=www.clipartqueen.com/image-files/easter-clip-art-yellow-pink-easter-eggs.png&rurl=http://www.clipartqueen.com/easter-clip-art.html&size=195.7KB&name=<b>easter</b>-<b>clip-art</b>-yellow-pink-<b>easter</b>-<b>eggs</b>.png&p=easter+egg+clipart&oid=7b9a1e0b56d303609f32a58979e2e479&fr2=piv-web&fr=yfp-t-554&tt=<b>easter</b>-<b>clip-art</b>-yellow-pink-<b>easter</b>-<b>eggs</b>.png&b=181&ni=21&no=184&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11gkd6ch7&sigb=13l3h1o4j&sigi=12chbi7k3&sigt=127qki88i&sign=127qki88i&.crumb=aazmwsnBQRT&fr=yfp-t-554&fr2=piv-web
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       APRIL 2016 

  

04 
City Council Workshop 
Police Department Update – Crime Suppression Unit 

5:45 p.m. 

06 
Community Action Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

11 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

12 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

18 
Real Estate Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

5:30 p.m. 

18 
Code Enforcement/Public Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:15 p.m. 

18 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

20 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

10:30 a.m. 

21 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

22 Earth Day  

25 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

26 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 
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