
 

 

 

  
 
 

April 30, 2015 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  April 24-30, 2015 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 Last week Police Chief/Executive Director Mike deMoet, Police Captain 
Robert Avels, Police Lieutenant Jason Reed, Administrative Analyst 
Mikey Fuentes, and I attended the League of California Cities Legislative 
Task Force Meeting.  Guest speakers included Jeffrey V. Dunn, Chair of the 
League of California Cities City Attorneys’ Committee on Medical Marijuana; 
and Tim Cromartie, Legislative Representative, League of California Cities.  
They discussed best practice approaches towards local control of medical 
marijuana and continuing efforts towards developing a statewide regulatory 
structure. 

Since its approval by voters in 1996, Proposition 215, the Compassionate 
Use Act, has allowed Californians access to marijuana for medical purposes 
and prohibited punitive action against physicians for making medical 
marijuana recommendations.   
 
Adopted in 2003, Senate Bill 420 (SB 420), the Medical Marijuana Program 
Act, allowed patients and primary caregivers to cultivate marijuana for 
personal use and established in the Department of Public Health a medical 
marijuana card program for patients to use on a voluntary basis.  

Since the adoption of Proposition 215 and SB 420, no broad or feasible 
regulatory structure has been established to properly regulate the use of 
medical marijuana in California.  Implementation of Proposition 215 has 
been marked by conflicting authorities, regulatory chaos, intermittent federal 
enforcement action, and a series of lawsuits that have tested the limits of 
the act and focused on the extent of the authority of local government.   
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More recently, California law has decriminalized marijuana possession so 
long as the amount does not indicate possession for sale.  
 
Nearly all recent attempts at medical marijuana legislation in California have 
been geared toward state preemption and have been unsympathetic to the 
authority of local government.  Last year, the League of California Cities, 
Cal Chiefs, and numerous cities supported SB 1262 (Correa) Medical 
Marijuana Regulation, which would have created a statewide regulatory 
frame work for medical marijuana and would have given significant control 
to local authorities.  SB 1262 failed to garner enough support in the 
Assembly Appropriations Committee and eventually failed.  

 
The League of California Cities, Cal Chiefs, and numerous cities continue to 
actively  advocate for local control of medical marijuana and efforts towards 
enacting legislation creating a statewide regulatory framework with local 
control.  
 

 Governor Jerry Brown met with mayors from across the state earlier this 
week to propose legislation to help local officials better enforce conservation 
requirements, and to direct state agencies to streamline environmental 
review of local water supply projects. 

"These measures will strengthen the ability of local officials to build new 

water projects and ensure that water is not wasted," said Governor Brown. 

"As this drought stretches on, we’ll continue to do whatever is necessary to 

help communities save more water." 
 
The proposed legislation will give new enforcement authority to local entities 
that do not currently have it and increase potential penalties against water 
wasters. It will specifically: 
 
 Establish a new penalty of up to $10,000 per violation, expanding on 

$500 per day maximum infractions established in last year’s drought 
legislation 
 

 Allow penalties to be issued administratively by wholesale and retail 
water agencies, as well as city and county governments. This change 
speeds up an infraction process involving courts that was established 
in last year’s emergency drought legislation 
 

 Enable these entities to enforce local water restrictions against water 
waste, as well as conservation restrictions established by the State 
Water Resources Control Board  
 

 Allow local public agencies to deputize staff to issue water 
conservation-related warnings and citations. 



This legislation will give all water agencies and local governments a 
consistent, minimum set of enforcement authorities to achieve required 
water conservation.  Local water agencies with existing authorities to 
enforce against water waste can continue to use those authorities.  Under 
the proposed legislation, any monetary penalties from this enforcement will 
be used for local conservation efforts. 

Separately, to streamline environmental permitting for critical water supply 
projects, Governor Brown has directed his Office of Planning and Research 
and other state agencies to help local water agencies reduce the time 
required to comply with state-required environmental reviews.  These permit 
streamlining efforts will focus on projects that can increase local water 
supplies with limited environmental impacts. The Governor’s Office will also 
explore legislative changes that can speed up delivery of critical water 
supply projects. 
 
California’s Drought Response 
 
In recent weeks, Governor Brown has convened top agricultural, 
environmental, and urban water agency and business leaders from across 
California to discuss the state’s drought and conservation efforts. 
 
Earlier this month, Governor Brown announced the first ever 25 percent 
statewide mandatory water reductions and a series of actions to help save 
water, increase enforcement to prevent wasteful water use, streamline the 
state's drought response, and invest in new technologies that will make 
California more drought resilient.  This order included measures to help 
replace lawns with drought-tolerant landscaping and old appliances with 
more water- and energy-efficient models; cut water use at campuses, golf 
courses, cemeteries, and other large landscapes; prevent potable water 
irrigation at new developments unless water-efficient drip systems are used; 
and stop watering of ornamental grass on public street medians. 
 
Within days of the Governor's order, the State Water Resources Control 
Board released its framework to achieve the mandatory water reductions.  
The proposed framework has undergone several revisions and is scheduled 
to be approved by the State Water Resources Control Board meeting on 
either May 5 or 6. 
 
The California Department of Water Resources also announced that, due to 
the severe drought, it will install an emergency, temporary rock barrier 
across a Sacramento San Joaquin Delta channel to help prevent the 
saltwater contamination of water that 25 million Californians depend on. 
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These measures build on unprecedented action by the State Water 
Resources Control Board over the past year to prohibit other wasteful water 
use and encourage Californians to conserve, including strict limits on 
outdoor irrigation (two days a week in much of California) and bans on 
hosing down outdoor surfaces, decorative water fountains that do not 
recirculate water, and car washing without an automatic shut-off nozzle.  
Bars and restaurants are also now required to only serve water upon 
request, and hotels must ask guests staying multiple nights whether linens 
and towels need to be washed. 

 
Governor Brown proclaimed a drought state of emergency in January 2014 
and, for more than two years, the state's experts have been managing water 
resources to deal with the effects of the drought, which include severely 
curtailed water supplies to agricultural producers, farm worker job losses 
due to fallowed fields, drinking water vulnerability in communities across 
California, heightened fire danger, and threats to endangered and 
threatened fish and wildlife. 
 
To learn more about the state's drought response, visit 
http://ca.gov/drought/.  Every Californian should take steps to conserve 
water.  Find out how at http://saveourwater.com./ 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

          

 Over a year's worth of work by staff, including dozens of meetings, field 
trips, and conference calls, came to fruition at Monday night's Planning 
Commission meeting when the Precise Plan of Design for the expansion 
and enhancement of Montclair Plaza was approved.  The meeting was well 
attended by City staff, consultants, members of the public, and the 
development team representing CIM Group, the owner of Montclair Plaza.   

Several graphic depictions of the proposed site plan and elevations for the 
ambitious project were displayed in the Council Chambers for viewing by 
the Commission and the public.  The 30-minute presentation of the project 
by City staff included an introductory overview by City Planner Michael Diaz, 
followed by a variety of video images presented and narrated by Community 
Development Director Steve Lustro. 

  
The two-phase expansion of the 47-year-old regional shopping center, 
which is anticipated to begin later this year, will include the demolition of 
over 256,000 square feet of leasable space, the bulk of the square footage 
resulting from the leveling of the former Broadway/Macy's department store 
at the east end of the Plaza.  The expansion will involve the creation of four 
distinct districts: Lifestyle Park; The Avenue; Town Square; and Fashion 
Park. 

 
  

http://ca.gov/drought/
http://saveourwater.com./
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 The Lifestyle Park District would be located adjacent to the southeast 
side of the existing mall and would contain the majority of new retail 
and restaurant spaces, junior anchor stores, a multiplex cinema, and 
a parking structure.  This district would be the focal point of the first 
phase of construction. 

 The Avenue District would serve as a connective pedestrian and 
vehicular access between the Lifestyle Park and Fashion Park 
Districts and would be located adjacent to, and south of, the 
JCPenney and Nordstrom stores.  Two new parking structures, 
partially lined with retail stores, would be sandwiched between 
The Avenue and Interstate 10.  It is anticipated that the east end of 
The Avenue adjacent to JCPenney would be constructed as part of 
Phase 1; the westerly portion adjacent to Nordstrom would be 
included in Phase 2.  

 
 The Town Square District will be located on the north side of the 

existing mall, adjacent to the west side of Sears and the south side of 
the existing parking structure.  In this area, the upper level of the 
existing mall would be connected to the upper level of the existing 
parking structure with new retail space and an identifiable "grand 
entrance."  The Town Square element is anticipated to be included 
as part of Phase 1.  

 
 Finally, the Fashion Park District would be located adjacent to the 

Nordstrom and Macy’s stores in the southwest quadrant of the 
property.  This area would consist of retail and restaurant spaces, 
one below-grade parking level, and one above-grade parking level.  
An additional parking structure is planned west of Macy's.  It is 
expected that the Fashion Park would be included as part of the 
project's second phase. 

 
At the completion of the project, over 465,000 square feet of new gross 
leasable area would be added back to the Plaza property, for a net increase 
of almost 209,000 square feet of retail, entertainment, and restaurant space.   
 
Although the entitlement process for the project has been completed, staff 
now expects to shift into the next stage of moving the project toward 
realization, which will involve meetings with CIM to work out the details of 
public improvements adjacent to the property, and the actual 
commencement of the plan-check process by the Building and Planning 
Divisions. 
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 The City Clerk’s Office is accepting applications for Planning Commissioner 

until 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 18.    

The Planning Commission meets on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month and serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council.  Typical 
responsibilities include review of plans, reports, and public input as they 
relate to requests for Conditional Use Permits, Variances, Precise Plans of 
Design, subdivision maps, Specific Plans, and amendments to the General 
Plan and Zoning Code.  The term length of a Planning Commissioner is four 
years. 
 
Application forms are available at City Hall, 5111 Benito Street.  Applicants 
must be residents and legally registered voters in the City of Montclair. 
 

 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
         

 On Tuesday in the Community Center, the Human Services Department held 
its 34th Annual Volunteer Recognition Dinner.  The cruise ship-inspired 

event was themed "Montclair Volunteers are Life Savers."   
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Mayor Paul Eaton; Mayor Pro Tem Carolyn Raft; and Council Members Bill 
Ruh and Trisha Martinez; and I joined 180 volunteers being recognized for 
the work they do throughout the year in Human Services programs that 
include Senior Nutrition, Montclair Walker’s Choral Group, the After-School 
Program, senior activities, youth programs, special events, Por La Vida, and 
the Medical Clinic. 

The event featured a celebration voyage with flying seagulls and flags; life 
preservers; a nautical picture corner; bingo; performances by Ron Johnson 
and the band, Shameless Dawgs; and a slideshow of photos showing 
volunteers in action.  Director of Human Services Marcia Richter, dressed as 
a ship’s captain, marched into the Community Center to the sound of a blow 

horn and the song "Come Sail Away." 

 

A special dinner that was served by Human Services Department staff.  
 
This event is held each April in conjunction with National Volunteer Month. In 
the last year alone, over 300 volunteers volunteered over 7,000 hours for 
Human Services programs.  

  
The Human Services Department extends a sincere “thank you” to everyone 
who helped make this event a success.  

 
A photo collage of the event is featured on Page 16. 

 The Montclair Senior Citizens Club and the Montclair-Ontario Junior Women’s 
Club are sponsoring a Bunco Bash fundraiser on Friday, May 1 from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. in the Senior Center.  Advance sale tickets are available for $10 at 
the Senior Center and also at the door. Event proceeds benefit Montclair’s 
youth and senior programs.  

 The City is accepting applications for a vacancy on the Community Action 
Committee.  The term length is three years, expiring on June 30, 2018. 

The Community Action Committee is an advisory body to the City Council on 
matters related to the evaluation of recreational programs.  The Committee 
may propose additional City-approved programs designed to meet the cultural 
and social needs of the residents.   

 
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month, except during the 
months of July and August when the Committee is dark.   

 
Members of the Community Action Committee must be residents of the City 
of Montclair.  Applications are being accepted in the City Clerk’s Office until 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2015.  Application forms are available at City 
Hall, 5111 Benito Street. 
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 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 On Saturday April 25, Officers Lang and Kelley conducted a child seat 
installation and vehicle occupant safety class in the Department’s community 
room, in cooperation with the California Office of Traffic Safety (OTS).   The 
class is designed to improve child occupant safety by reducing the instances 
of improperly secured children due to improper installation, or damaged, 
recalled, and missing car seats.  Parents and child caregivers were presented 
with current child car seat laws, the proper installation of appropriate car 
seats, and demonstrations with their personal vehicles.  All attendees 
received at the conclusion of the class an OTS-funded car seat appropriate to 
their children’s specifications. 

As a component of the grant, the Department has taught bicycle and 
pedestrian safety and provided helmets to over 500 children at schools 
throughout Montclair, and provided instruction on proper child occupant safety 
and issued car seats to approximately 75 parents with eligible children. The 
Department expects to have issued approximately 600 helmets and 160 car 
seats by the conclusion of the grant timeline later this year. 

Funding for this program was provided by a grant from the California Office of 
Traffic Safety through the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 

                                   
 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 Best wishes go out to Maintenance Worker Ruben Gutiérrez who retires 
today.  Last week, the City Yard hosted a farewell luncheon for Ruben, and 
his co-workers showered him with gifts, including a custom-made clock built 
by Facilities and Grounds Superintendent Mike McGehee.   

Ruben has been employed by the City of Montclair for the past 15 years and 
spent most of that time maintaining the irrigation systems at all of the parks.   
 
Ruben came to us from the City of Upland, where he worked for 12 years.  
For the past several years, Ruben also worked on weekends at Upland’s City 
Yard as a Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) worker, disposing of HHW 
generated by the City of Montclair at no cost to the City, saving the City 
thousands of dollars every year.   

Ruben also volunteered to be Montclair’s only certified backflow tester, again 
saving the City of Montclair thousands of dollars annually.   

In retirement, Ruben plans on enjoying his lifelong passion of restoring old 
cars to their former glory.   

Photos from the retirement luncheon are on Page 17. 
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 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 The Montclair Housing Corporation (MHC) single-family residence at 
9815 Central Avenue has undergone a dramatic transformation with a new 
exterior paint scheme and front yard landscape design.  When re-designing 
the front yard, MHC staff took into consideration current drought conditions 
and the state-issued mandate to reduce water usage by 25 percent.  The 
result is an attractive and innovative use of water-wise plants, and organic 
and hard scape materials.   

The landscape project began with the need to remove one of two mature 
jacaranda trees located in the front yard.  Rather than installing sod where the 
tree and additional plant materials had been located, staff developed a 
landscape design that not only called for no new additional turf, but also 
eliminated all existing lawn in the front yard.   
 
The new landscape plan demonstrates a creative use of existing plant 
materials with the addition of a more drought-tolerant plant palette and the 
use of river rock to create a dry bed effect.  A 400-square foot patio and 
additional cement walkways were installed in the rear yard to further help 
reduce the amount of turf (there had been no patio area in the backyard.)  
Water consumption for this property will be greatly reduced.   
 
This is the third drought-tolerant landscaped yard MHC staff has completed.  
The other two properties are the 9945 Central Avenue and 5444 Palo Verde 
Street residences.  
 
While other water-saving elements have been incorporated into many other 
MHC properties, staff expects to make further long-term changes to existing 
landscape designs this summer in an effort to reduce water consumption by 
25 percent. 
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 A glitch that disabled registers at thousands of Starbucks stores last Friday 
was a reminder of the invisible systems restaurants rely on to run increasingly 
sophisticated operations.  Registers that once merely rang up tabs and stored 
cash have evolved into hubs that can collect enormous volumes of data and 
carry out many tasks.  They process credit cards, send orders to computer 
screens in kitchens, and help run loyalty programs.  In the industry, they're 
called point-of-sale, or POS systems, and vary greatly in what they can do. 
 
The register malfunction that forced Starbucks to close stores last week was 
surprisingly large; it affected all company-owned stores, or more than 60 
percent of roughly 13,500 locations in the U.S. and Canada. 
 
Starbucks said the outage was the result of an "internal failure during a daily 
system refresh," and declined to provide further details. 
 
Regardless of the shutdown's cause, modern-day registers have become an 
essential tool for helping restaurants with both data mining and providing 
market research on menu items. 
 
The transactions recorded through registers can give companies insight on 
everything from how many chicken wings were sold in a particular week to 
whether a new iced coffee is faring well in warmer regions of the country. 
 
Beyond helping companies better understand customer tastes, sales data can 
play a key role in running operations more efficiently.  It can help managers 
better predict how many beef patties they'll need in the coming week, or how 
many workers they'll need to schedule. 
 
It's one of the reasons that Sonic Corp. began asking franchisees to convert 
to one of two new POS systems last year.  Claudia San Pedro, chief financial 
officer for the chain of drive-in restaurants, said the systems can use sales 
data to help manage supplies and worker schedules, with the aim of boosting 
the bottom line. 
 
Restaurant chains are always shaking up their menus or dangling limited-time 
offers to attract customers—think of the McRib at McDonald's or the Pumpkin 
Spice Latte at Starbucks.  That means chains need to regularly update their 
menus and may have to adjust registers as well. 
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Earlier this month, for instance, Boston Market offered a "Buy One, Get One" 
promotion for Tax Day that required a special button to be programmed into 
registers.  Given the chaos that could ensue if registers were to malfunction, 
Boston Market has an "IT Lab" where it tests upgrades on about a dozen 
machines, said Gregory Uhing, the chain's chief financial officer, who also 
oversees technology.  "We try to see if we can break it," Uhing said.  When 
things go wrong with the chain's POS systems, Uhing said it's often because 
of minor, unrelated snafus related to the multiple services interacting together 
in one machine. 
 
Registers are usually hooked up to Internet connections for a variety of 
reasons, including making sure credit cards are authorized before accepting 
them as payment.  At Panera Bread, there are backup cellular lines in case 
the Internet connection goes down.  Even if Internet and backup lines failed, 
the registers would be able to accept a credit card payment.  It's a processing 
device that's designed to operate independently.  The company would simply 
take the relatively minor risk that some cards might be invalid, rather than 
inconvenience everyone by refusing to accept credit cards. 
 

 Chipotle is going to stop using genetically modified ingredients in its food. 

"Just because food is served fast doesn't mean it has to be made with cheap 
raw ingredients, highly processed with preservatives, fillers, stabilizers, 
artificial colors, and flavors," Chipotle founder and co-CEO Steve Ells told The 
New York Times. 
 

Two years ago, Chipotle became the first restaurant chain to identify which 
menu items contained genetically modified organisms.  Many other 
restaurants have followed suit.  Consumers have become increasingly wary 
of genetically modified food, believing consumption could lead to health 
problems such as food allergies and resistance to antibiotics.  
 

That belief is not borne out by the science, however.  So far, the National 
Academy of Sciences, the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science, and the European Commission all agree that GMO foods are safe to 
eat.  A large scientific study from 2013 found no "significant hazards directly 
connected with the use of genetically engineered crops."  Nevertheless, 
consumers continued to remain concerned regarding the possible affects the 
GMO foods could present.  U.S. retail sales of non-GMO foods and 
beverages are projected to increase at an annual rate of 12.9 percent in the 
next 5 years and could represent roughly 30 percent of the market by 2020.  
 

  

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/27/business/chipotle-to-stop-serving-genetically-altered-food.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/27/business/chipotle-to-stop-serving-genetically-altered-food.html
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309092094
http://www.nap.edu/openbook.php?isbn=0309092094
http://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/AAAS_GM_statement.pdf
http://www.aaas.org/sites/default/files/AAAS_GM_statement.pdf
http://ec.europa.eu/research/biosociety/pdf/a_decade_of_eu-funded_gmo_research.pdf
http://www.realclearscience.com/blog/2013/10/massive-review-reveals-consensus-on-gmo-safety.html
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Currently, the only Chipotle ingredients that contain GMOs are corn for 
tortillas and cooking oil.  More than 90 percent of corn and soybeans grown in 
the U.S. contain genetically modified traits and are the most ubiquitous in 
processed foods.  Genetically modified ingredients are so common that it is 
almost impossible to eliminate them. 
 
GMOs can be found in most food products including baking powder, 
cornstarch, and a variety of ingredients used as preservatives, coloring 
agents, and added vitamins, as well as in commodities like canola and soy 
oils, corn meal, and sugar. 
 
Chipotle's high food standards have led to a shortage of its pork carnitas in 
recent months, as Chipotle stopped serving pork at hundreds of locations 
after the company found that suppliers weren't meeting its standards.  
 
As part of its food standards, Chipotle requires that its suppliers give pigs 
access to the outdoors, rather than raising them in cramped pens.  Chipotle 
does not plan on adding carnitas back to many of its store’s menus until later 
this year. 

 

 ECS:spa 

"A mother is she who can take the place of 
all others but whose place no one else can 

take." 
                           ~ Cardinal Mermillod 

 
  

http://harvestpublicmedia.org/content/acres-genetically-modified-corn-nearly-doubled-decade#.VJBlbTHF_pU
http://health.nytimes.com/health/guides/nutrition/vitamins/overview.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://www.businessinsider.com/chipotle-has-stopped-serving-pork-at-hundreds-of-restaurants-2015-1
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                                    MAY 2015 

  

4 City Council Workshop - Canceled  

4 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

6 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

6 
Community Action Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

7 
Mayor’s Prayer Luncheon 
Montclair Community Center 

11:30 a.m. 

10 Mother’s Day  

11 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

12 City Manager’s Staff Meeting - Canceled  

13 
Montclair Police Officers’ and Employees’ Appreciation 
and Recognition Luncheon 
Dolce Bistro & Bakery, 8821 Central Avenue 

11:30 a.m. 

13 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

17-19 
International Council of Shopping Centers 
Las Vegas Convention Center 

 

18 
Deadline to Apply for the Planning Commission and 
Community Action Committee vacancies 
City Clerk’s Office, 5111 Benito Street 

5:30 p.m. 

18 Code Enforcement Committee Meeting - Canceled  

18 City Council Meeting - Canceled  

19 
Montclair Chamber of Commerce Ribbon-Cutting 
Ceremony for Belle Dans, 4959 Palo Verde Street, 
#103C 

Noon 

21 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

21 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://protten.ee/vana/mothers-day-quotes-tumblr-i13.jpg&imgrefurl=http://quotespics.quotes8.com/quotes/mothers-day-quotes-tumblr.html&h=478&w=500&tbnid=7IAZP4ydyRqxOM:&zoom=1&docid=M6tpJ8-3tUkhcM&ei=rF4-VdeLK8HfsAW_wIDgAw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFsQMyhTMFM4yAE
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