
 

 

 

  
 
 

April 16, 2015 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  April 10-16, 2015 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 Council Member Trisha Martinez was honored as Alumni of the Year at 
Chaffey College’s Alumni of the Year & Athletic Hall of Fame Dinner held on 
April 7.   

Council Member Martinez graduated from Chaffey College in 1994 and went 
on to attend both USC and California Southern University.  In addition to her 
work as Council Member, she is a member of the Montclair-Ontario Junior 
Women’s Club and she volunteers at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic School.  
 
Also recognized as Alumni of the Year were Roy Akers and G. Michael 
Milhiser.  Grant Rice and Laura Uribe were recognized as new members of 
the school’s Athletic Hall of Fame. 
 
The dinner was attended by Mayor Paul Eaton and Ginger Eaton, Mayor 
Pro Tem Carolyn Raft, Council Member John Dutrey and Anne Dutrey, 
Council Member Martinez, Planning Commissioner Manny Martinez, 
Council Member Emeritus Leonard Paulitz, and Director of Human Services 
Marcia Richter. 
 
Congratulations, Council Member Martinez!  
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                            Council Member Trisha Martinez 
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Pictured are, left to right:  Front row – Roy Akers and Council Member Trisha Martinez. 
Back row:  Grant Rice, Laura Uribe, G. Michael Milhiser 
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 The Federal Communications Commission's (FCC) new network neutrality 
order to reclassify Internet access as a Title II telecommunications service 
was published this past weekend in the Federal Register, the daily journal of 
US government actions, starting a 60-day clock on the rules' official start 
date. 
 
The FCC decided in a 3-2 vote in February to reclassify broadband as a 
regulated public utility by invoking Title II of the Communications Act, thus 
prohibiting providers from selectively blocking or throttling or offering paid 
prioritization of Internet traffic. 

The new rules apply to both fixed and mobile broadband Internet access 
services, and aim to regulate both services on the lines of traditional 

telephone companies, which are required to deliver service at "just and 

reasonable" rates and interconnect with each other. 
 
Before the regulation can go into effect, a final rule must first be published in 
the Federal Register. The new rule, referred to as the Open Internet Order, 
has Monday, April 13, 2015, as the effective publication date, making the 
rules effective on June 12, 2015. 
 
Prior to publication of the rules, US Telecom and Alamo Broadband filed suit 
against the FCC; however, both suits are likely to be ruled premature since 
they were filed before publication in the Federal Register.  If they are ruled 
premature, both plan to refile, and others are expected to join them:  CTIA: 
The Wireless Association has pledged to sue, and the National Cable & 
Telecommunications Association and American Cable Association have 
also indicated they will probably join the effort.  
 
Broadband providers say they stand for net neutrality principles, but oppose 
reclassification under Title II of the Communications Act.  The Internet 
Innovation Alliance wants Congress to step in to use the current controversy 
to craft legislation that sets forth permanent rules to advance Internet 
openness and continued investment and innovation in the nation’s digital 
broadband. 
 
Critics of the rules would prefer the Washington D.C. Circuit Court, which 
has twice ruled against FCC net neutrality regulations, first against its 
Comcast-BitTorrent decision based on what the court concluded were 
unenforceable open Internet principles, and the second time rejecting most 
of the 2010 Open Internet order for insufficient legal justification. 
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Proponents of the rules argue that strong Net Neutrality is crucial to the 
health of the open Internet—a principle most Americans from across the 
political spectrum appear to support.  Promising a light-touch regulatory 

framework, the FCC said it would "forbear" from a number of the provisions 
of Title II, rendering over 700 codified rules inapplicable.  The FCC said the 
order does not apply to back-end interconnection agreements among ISPs, 
backbone providers and Web services, but did not rule out regulating them 
in future.  The FCC is confident the new open Internet rules will be upheld 
by the courts. 

 

 The governing board of Southern California’s primary water agency today 
supported Governor Brown’s edict for mandatory conservation by voting to 
restrict wholesale deliveries to its 26 member public agencies to help save 
water and stretch available supplies in the fourth year of statewide drought.  
 
Metropolitan Water District’s cutback amounts to a 15 percent reduction in 
supplies starting July 1 and includes stiff surcharges for member agencies 
that go over their allocation.  Exact numbers for different agencies will vary 
based on local supply conditions and past water-saving actions. 

The action by Metropolitan’s Board of Directors comes less than two weeks 
after Governor Brown ordered statewide urban water use reductions. 
 ″Southern California has led the way in water conservation for more than 
20 years, and now we’re asking people to do significantly more,″ said 
Metropolitan board Chairman Randy Record. ″We know it will be difficult, 
but we’re in an unprecedented drought.″  

This is the fourth time the district has restricted imported supplies in 
response to drought conditions, the last being a 10 percent cutback from 
July 2009 to April 2011.  Since 1990, per capita water use in the region has 
declined by about 25 percent.   

Limiting supplies of water is among some of the tools the district will use to 
support the Governor’s water-saving order.  Other actions include the 
$100 million budgeted by Metropolitan since the governor-declared drought 
began for rebates and other water-saving incentives to help Southern 
Californians conserve water inside and outside their homes, and expanded 
outreach activities to achieve greater consumer awareness and knowledge 
about ways to save water.  The district also will promote local water supply 
development and work with the state on new rebate, outreach, and funding 
initiatives to support drought response activities. 

Metropolitan will continue evaluating conditions and conservation actions in 
the coming months and consider additional steps, if necessary, to ensure 
available water supplies for the region.  California faces unmatched drought 
conditions in 2015, after recording the hottest year on record in 2014, and 
the driest year ever recorded in 2013.  This year has already seen some of 
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the warmest and driest months on record, including a record low snowpack 
in the Sierra Nevada.  

Today, 27 million Californians are living in areas experiencing exceptional 
drought, according to the U.S. Drought Monitor.  For the Southland, 
Metropolitan’s deliveries from Northern California through the State Water 
Project (SWP) are currently at just 20 percent of its contracted amount.  The 
SWP typically provides about a third of Southern California’s water.  Storage 
in the district’s other supply source—the Colorado River—stands at less 
than 50 percent of capacity after 15 drought years in the Southwest.  

This week’s action limits imported water supplies to Metropolitan’s member 
agencies and their retailers partly based on their dependency on the 
district’s imported supplies, while taking into account other local supply 
sources and conservation actions.  Agencies that exceed their allocated 
supply will face surcharges of $1,480 to $2,960 per acre foot of additional 
water—up to about four times the normal Metropolitan rate. (An acre foot of 
water is nearly 326,000 gallons, about the amount used by two typical 
Southland households in the year).  

Rather than increase rates across the board, a surcharge is designed to 
target excessive water use. Funds collected from the surcharge will go 
toward Metropolitan’s water management fund and be used for additional 
conservation and water supplies.  
 

 Two proposals introduced in Congress to eliminate federal funding for public 
transportation would be disastrous for local communities and their 
economies, according to a new analysis developed by the American Public 
Transportation Association (APTA).  The analysis shows that proposals to 
cut federal funding for public transit would result in a 43 percent reduction in 
capital improvement funding.  Overall, the loss of federal capital and 
operating funding would put at risk more than $227 billion in economic 
activity over 6 years. 

APTA indicates the loss of federal funds would impact the reliability and 
safety of bus and train service, as well as jeopardize new services and 
projects by imposing the following adverse impacts: 

 38,000 buses or 57 percent of the nation's public transit 
bus fleet would not be replaced 
 

 Overall, 66 new public transit projects could be stalled.  
Many of these projects serve as a catalyst for economic 
development in every region of the country 
 

 Rail maintenance, expansion, and rail car replacement 
would be significantly impacted 
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 Small and rural communities would be adversely affected 
because a greater percentage of their total funding is from 
the federal government.  

Support for the nation's transportation systems is a partnership among local, 
state, and the federal government with 73 percent of the funds for public 
transit going to create and support private sector jobs, according to the 
APTA. 

The apparent lack of Congressional support comes at a time when the 
nation's public transit ridership is growing, reaching 10.8 billion trips in 2014, 
the largest in 58 years. Without federal investment, there would be negative 
impacts in towns small and large.  States with some of the highest 
proportions of rural residents will see the greatest percentage of their total 
funding eliminated for their local public transportation systems. 

Many areas of the nation, including Los Angeles County, are currently 
working to expand their transit systems.  Metro's expansion of transit in 
Los Angeles County is currently the nation's largest public works project, 
with over $50 billion planned for transit system improvements over the next 
decade. 

Congressional inaction is also contributing to the severe backlog of 
$88 billion in improvements needed to bring America's aging public transit 
infrastructure into a state of good repair.  

To spur Congress to take action, more than 350 organized groups, elected 
officials, business leaders, and citizens in nearly every state throughout the 
U.S. are urging Congress to invest in public transit and renew funding for 
the federal transportation program, called Moving Ahead for Progress in the 
21st Century Act (also known as MAP-21), before the program is set to 
expire on May 31.  

The APTA analysis highlights the critical role of the federal partnership in 
public transportation funding and to the growth of local communities and 
their mobility, particularly when the data are analyzed from a regional 
perspective. 

 The loss of federal funding in the Northeast would result 
in $73 billion in lost economic activity; more than 11,000 
buses would not be replaced    
 

 Southern states would lose nearly $37 billion in economic 
activity; more than 6,500 buses would not be replaced 
 

 The Midwest would lose $31.2 billion in funding; 
6,100 buses would not be replaced 
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 Western states would lose $22.9 billion in economic 
activity; 5,000 buses would not be replaced 

 The West Coast would stand to lose $63.9 billion in 
funding; 10,000 buses would not be replaced. 

APTA has also released its monthly Transit Savings Report, demonstrating 
that the annual savings for public transit riders is $9,316, or approximately 
$776 per month. 

Savings are based on the cost of commuting by public transportation 
compared to the cost of owning and driving a vehicle, which includes the 
March 30, 2015 average national gas price of $2.42 per gallon, as reported 
by AAA, and the national unreserved monthly parking rate numbers.  The 
national average for a monthly unreserved parking space in a downtown 
business district is $166.26, according to the 2012 Colliers International 
Parking Rate Study, which is the most recent report available.  Over the 
course of a year, parking costs for a vehicle can amount to an average of 
$1,995. 

APTA releases its monthly Transit Savings Report to examine how an 
individual in a two-person household can save money by taking public 
transportation and living with one less car. 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 The City Clerk’s Office is accepting applications for Planning Commissioner 
until 5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 18.    

The Planning Commission meets on the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month and serves in an advisory capacity to the City Council.  Typical 
responsibilities include review of plans, reports, and public input as they 
relate to requests for Conditional Use Permits, Variances, Precise Plans of 
Design, subdivision maps, Specific Plans, and amendments to the General 
Plan and Zoning Code.  The term length of a Planning Commissioner is four 
years. 

 
Application forms are available at City Hall, 5111 Benito Street.  Applicants 
must be residents and legally registered voters in the City of Montclair. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 During the week of April 6, Upland Deputy Fire Chief/Fire Marshal 
Chris Hayes conducted company inspection training classes for Upland and 
Montclair Fire Departments at Magnolia Recreation Center in Upland.  
Suppression crews from all six stations attended the training over a three-
day period.  
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The training reinforced annual inspection procedures.  Crews were 
familiarized with a new Inspection Report form that will be used by both 
departments, and a new report format for the Records Management System 
that allows each crew access to real-time information on the status of their 
inspection lists.  
 
Chris also shared that the inspection caseloads for Upland Fire crews had 
been analyzed and redistributed to fit each station’s workload and call 
volumes.  The same will be done for Montclair Fire crews in the near future.  

 Battalion Chief David Pohl, Montclair engine 152, Upland Hazmat Unit  161, 
and Rancho Cucamonga Hazmat Unit 173 participated on April 9 in a 
Hazardous Materials drill at the Claremont Colleges with Los Angeles 
County Fire Department.  

The drill involved a small explosion of hazardous chemicals in an organic 
chemistry lab with ten injured students. The building was evacuated with 
LA County 101 doing an initial scene size-up. Personnel were assigned 
to Rescue Group, which entailed a primary search of the building, locating 
the victims, and evacuating them to the safe refuge area where they would 
undergo decontamination.  LA County Fire personnel set up a gross 
decontamination area and a decontamination corridor, assisted with patient 
care, and a secondary search of the building. 
 
This drill allowed all participating agencies to work together, find areas that 
need further development, and come up with solutions to continue to protect 
the citizens of all participating agencies. 
 
Members of the college media division filmed the drill for use as a training 
video for students in the event of a major disaster. 
 

Photos are featured on Page 16. 

 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 The City is accepting applications for a vacancy on the Community Action 
Committee.  The term length is three years, expiring on June 30, 2018. 

The Community Action Committee is an advisory body to the City Council on 
matters related to the evaluation of recreational programs.  The Committee 
may propose additional City-approved programs designed to meet the cultural 
and social needs of the residents.   
 
Meetings are held the first Wednesday of each month, except during the 
months of July and August when the Committee is dark.   
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Members of the Community Action Committee must be residents of the City 
of Montclair.  Applications are being accepted in the City Clerk’s Office until 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, May 18, 2015.  Application forms are available at City 
Hall, 5111 Benito Street. 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 On Tuesday, School Resource Officer Courtnie Mair and Officer 
Javier Aguilar dropped by the Senior Center to chat with the seniors 
during their morning coffee klatch.  Our Officers make it a point of stopping 
by on a monthly basis to see if they may be of any assistance and answer 
questions, and they always receive a warm welcome!

 
Officer Courtnie Mair 
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                                                          Officer Javier Aguilar 
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 Police Dispatchers will be celebrated nationwide during the week of 
April 12-18 in recognition of National Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. 

The Montclair Police Department is the "Public Safety Answering Point" for all 
areas within Montclair’s sphere of influence.  The Department’s 
Communications Division is made up of one Dispatch Supervisor, seven full-
time Dispatchers, and five part-time Dispatchers.  All Dispatchers are required 
to complete 120 hours of training prior to, or during, their first year of 
employment, and 24 hours of continued professional training every 2 years.  
Dispatchers who pass the first-year probationary period become certified 
Public Safety Dispatchers through the California Commission on Peace 
Officer Standards and Training (POST).  California’s Public Safety 
Dispatchers are recognized as true professionals. 

Each year, Montclair Police Department’s Communications Division fields 
nearly 40,000 calls for service.  Our Dispatchers are ready to handle any type 
of call, from routine requests for information to life or death situations.  Our 
Police Dispatchers do much more than just answer phones.  They provide 
life-saving information to callers, prioritize calls for service, coordinate critical 
events, and ensure the safety of our Officers in the field.  Police Dispatchers 
are a vital link between emergency responders and those who live, work, and 
visit Montclair. 

On behalf of the City of Montclair, I would like to thank our Police Dispatchers 
for their dedication to keeping our community and Officers safe!         

 
 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Target is nearing a settlement with MasterCard to reimburse financial 
institutions about $20 million for costs incurred from the retailer's massive 
data breach in 2013, The Wall Street Journal reported. 

The deal, which comes after months of negotiations, could be announced as 
soon as next week, according to the Journal, citing people familiar with the 
terms of negotiations. 

The $20 million covers costs that banks incurred to reissue credit cards and 
debit cards as a result of the breach, as well as some of the fraud that 
resulted from the exposure of customer information, the newspaper said. 

In 2013, Target said at least 40 million credit cards were compromised by the 
breach during the holiday shopping season, and the attack might have 
resulted in the theft of personal information, such as email addresses and 
telephone numbers, from as many as 110 million people. 

MasterCard will distribute the reimbursed funds to the financial institutions 
that issue credit cards and debit cards under its brand, including Citigroup Inc, 
Capital One Financial, and J.P. Morgan Chase. 
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The Target settlement does not include financial institutions that issue under 
the Visa brand.  Target is negotiating separately with Visa. 

In March, according to court documents, Target agreed to pay $10 million in a 
proposed settlement of a class-action lawsuit related to the data breach. 

 Off-price retailing owes a nod to the basement below Filene’s, a Boston 
department store that figured out a way in the early 1900’s to get rid of excess 
inventory at a discount in a stripped-down space below the fancy sales floors 
upstairs. That is the thinking behind the strategy of locating off-price retail and 
high-end retail together, and it is a strategy an increasing number of retailers 
are buying into.  Rather than fear that discounted dresses and jackets will 
taint a hard-won classy image, stores are embracing the connection. 

Earlier this year, Macy’s revealed plans to expand its growing Bloomingdale’s 
Outlet chain into Manhattan, putting the 14 locations for the 4-year-old chain 
in the midst of the same urban market served by the flagship Bloomingdale’s 
department store.  Macy’s executives also revealed they are piloting an off-
price concept for Macy’s. 
 
Retailers have found that off-price retail stores serve as an entry point for 
customers and help create brand loyalty. 
 
In its most recent fiscal year, Nordstrom sales at its full-line stores open at 
least a year—an industry benchmark known as same-store sales—slipped 
0.5 percent.  Same-store sales at its Rack stores, Nordstrom’s off-price retail 
store, rose 3.8 percent over the same period.  The Seattle retailer, which now 
has 173 Rack locations, has set a target of opening 300 by 2020. 
 
Meanwhile, Saks Fifth Avenue owner, Hudson’s Bay Co., last week reported 
mainline Saks stores in fiscal 2014 produced a same-store sales gain of 
2.1 percent.  By comparison, the Saks Fifth Avenue Off 5th division saw a 
same-store sales increase of 15.1 percent. 

 

 ECS:spa 

"Be the change you wish to see in this 

world." 
                           ~ Gandhi 
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                                                                   APRIL 2015 

     

16 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

20 
Code Enforcement/Public Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

20 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

21 
The Foothill Gold Line – Community Open House 
Montclair Senior Center, 5111 Benito Street 

6 p.m. 
- 

8 p.m. 

22 Earth Day  

22 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

27 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

28 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

29 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

  

  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXr4.itVbUYAAkqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTIza2xudnVtBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM4YjU2ZGMxZjQ5ZmE0MDNlNmMxMDYyZDZmZTk4OTE4YwRncG9zAzc3BGl0A2Jpbmc-?.origin=&back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Earth+Day+Clip+Art&fr=yfp-t-901&nost=1&tab=organic&ri=77&w=714&h=714&imgurl=kittitasee.net/wpb/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/99184main_earthday.jpg&rurl=http://kittitasee.net/earth-day-celebration/&size=209.6KB&name=99184main_earthday.jpg&p=Earth+Day+Clip+Art&oid=8b56dc1f49fa403e6c1062d6fe98918c&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-901&tt=99184main_earthday.jpg&b=61&ni=21&no=77&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11cc8ek5j&sigb=138sdhl0m&sigi=124p3of3v&sigt=10mv85inq&sign=10mv85inq&.crumb=CyWVxaSSQge&fr=yfp-t-901
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                                   MAY 2015 

 

4 City Council Workshop - Canceled  

4 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

6 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

6 
Community Action Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

7 
Mayor’s Prayer Luncheon 
Montclair Community Center 

11:30 a.m. 

10 Mother’s Day  

11 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

12 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

13 
Montclair Police Officers’ and Employees’ Appreciation 
and Recognition Luncheon 
Dolce Bistro & Bakery, 8821 Central Avenue 

11:30 a.m. 

13 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

18 
Deadline to Apply for the Planning Commission and 
Community Action Committee vacancies 
City Clerk’s Office, 5111 Benito Street 

5:30 p.m. 

18 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

18 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

20 
Montclair Farmer’s Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

7:00 p.m. 

21 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

21 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

25 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

26 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 
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