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March 12, 2015 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  March 6-12, 2015 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 State lawmakers and Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti gathered in 
Chinatown late last month to announce a bundle of bills that, if passed, 
would collectively infuse more than $800 million into future affordable 
housing projects in California, nearly making up for the loss of 
redevelopment funds. 

State Assembly Speaker Toni Atkins said developers who build low-income 
housing all but left the state after the adoption of ABX 1 26 Redevelopment 
Agency Dissolution Bill.  

The plan would need approval from the legislature and Governor 
Jerry Brown.  Governor Brown has remained silent on whether he will 
support or oppose the group of bills.  

One of the bills would create a $75 fee on real estate transactions 
documents, excluding home sales.  Another would expand the state's Low 
Income Housing Tax Credit Program, which gives tax breaks to investors 
who finance affordable housing projects.  The current program is capped at 
$70 million per year and would increase to $370 million. 

The proposals by Assembly Democrats also sets rules for how the state 
would spend millions of dollars from the federal government's National 
Housing Trust Fund, which is due to flow to states next year. 
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These three sources would collectively bring in about $900 million per year 
for affordable housing developments in California, where housing costs are 
among the highest in the nation and continue to climb. 

"This legislative package of new funding for affordable housing, financial 
incentives for preservation and construction, and improving government 
efficiency to get the most for every dollar we invest is a balanced, common 
sense approach that will make life easier for thousands of L.A. families and 

tremendously boost our economy," Mayor Garcetti said. 
 
The state has provided little funding for affordable housing since 2011, 
when Governor Brown did away with redevelopment agencies, which got 
about $1 billion in tax revenue for affordable housing. 
 
Atkins' proposal also calls for using some money saved by Proposition 47 to 
invest in rapid re-housing for men and women recently released from jail 
and prison.  Passed in 2014, Proposition 47 reduces penalties for drug 
offenders; very few now serve time behind bars for their crimes. The law 
calls for some of the savings from incarceration costs to be applied to 
housing and treatment for former inmates. 

 California is heading into the fourth summer of a historic drought, but when 
it comes to conserving water, its urban residents are going backward.  State 
officials are mulling tougher water restrictions; but critics say the new rules 
being considered do not go nearly far enough and that the state risks severe 
water shortages if it does not do more soon. 

According to new data released last week, Californians cut water use 
8.8 percent statewide at homes and businesses in January, compared with 
January 2013, the baseline year used by state water officials. That’s a far 
cry from the 20 percent conservation target that Governor Jerry Brown 
asked state residents to hit last year.  And it is a significant drop-off from the 
22 percent drop that Californians recorded in December compared with 
December 2013. 

In a reversal from previous trends, residents in the Los Angeles-San Diego 
area cut water use 9.2 percent in January, significantly more than Bay Area 
residents, who reduced their use by only 3.7 percent. 

The reason for the backsliding, experts say, is that December had two big 
storms, which led millions of residents to turn off lawn sprinklers and stop 
watering outdoor plants.  But January was the hottest and driest January 
recorded in many California communities since modern records were first 
kept back to 1850. And with the balmy, sunny conditions, lawn watering 
accelerated. 

  



3 

 

On March 17, the State Water Resources Control Board will consider new 
rules to increase water savings.  The rules are likely to include requirements 
that all restaurants in California refrain from serving water unless customers 
ask, all hotels post signs telling guests they can elect not to have sheets 
and towels washed every day, and a rule that would limit lawn watering after 
it rains. 

Critics say the state’s efforts have been too timid in relation to the severity of 

the drought. "The responses have to be far more comprehensive and 
aggressive," said Peter Gleick, president of the Pacific Institute, an Oakland 

water research organization. "The issue is not telling people not to water 
their lawns after it rains; the issue is telling people to get rid of their lawns. 
The issue is not about restaurants and glasses of water; it’s about getting rid 

of millions of inefficient appliances." 

The State Water Resources Control Board, whose members are selected by 
Governor  Brown, prefer to allow local governments—with their varying 
climates, water rights and water supplies—as much control as possible, 
rather than passing one-size-fits-all rules from Sacramento.  

Other rules the board could consider starting in May include bans on 
watering parks or golf courses with potable water, if recycled water is 
available, a requirement that all cities check their water systems for leaks, 
and limiting lawn watering to two days a week. 

Although winter rains have been encouraging, rainfall totals throughout the 
state continue to be at historic lows, indicating that California will suffer 
through another year of drought.  State water officials have said California 
needs about 150 percent more of the total amount of rainfall seen this winter 
to break the drought.  With only one month left in California’s winter rain 
season and forecasts for more hot, dry weather through March, it is highly 
unlikely that the drought will end.  

 The Foothill Gold Line light rail project from Azusa to Montclair—with future 
stations in Glendora, San Dimas, La Verne, Pomona, Claremont and 
Montclair—is undergoing advanced design.  Work is underway with each 
corridor city to advance the engineering for the project to a point that it will 
be ready for a design-build procurement.   As part of this phase of work, the 
Station Design and Art Review committees (which were appointed by each 
city council) have been actively working with the selected station artists to 
develop initial concepts for the future design and art of each station.  

The Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority is hosting open houses in April 
and May to update the community about this important next phase of the 
county’s light rail system. Attend any of the upcoming meetings to find out 
the latest about the project and to meet the artists.  Every meeting will have 
the same information for all six stations; however, each station artist will 
ONLY be in attendance at their respective city station open house.  
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Montclair station artist, Ruth Ann Anderson, will be in attendance at the 
open house on Tuesday, April 21, at the Montclair Senior Center, from 
6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  Attendees may provide feedback on her initial concepts for 
the future Montclair Station.  
 
Here is a list of all of the Open House events happening on the project in 
April and May.  All of the meetings will be held from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

 
Tuesday, April 21 
Montclair Senior Center 
5111 Benito Street 
Montclair 91763 
 
Thursday, April 16 
La Verne Community Center 
3660 D Street 
La Verne 91750 
 
Thursday, April 23 
Glendora Public Library - Bidwell Forum 
140 S. Glendora Avenue 
Glendora 91741 
 
Wednesday, April 29 
Alexander Hughes Community Center – Padua Room 
1700 Danbury Road 
Claremont 91711 
 
Thursday, April 30 
San Dimas Senior Center/Community Center 
201 E. Bonita Avenue 
San Dimas 91773 
 
Thursday, May 7 
Palomares Park Community Center 
499 E. Arrow Highway 
Pomona 91767 

 
If construction funding  is identified in the next few years, the Construction 
Authority is planning to break ground in 2017. Construction will take 
approximately five years. 
 
You may stay informed on progress by signing up to receive project updates 
at www.foothillgoldline.org.  

 
  

http://www.foothillextension.org/
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 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 On March 4, the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for 
the Montclair Plaza Expansion/Enhancement Project was released for 
public review and comment.  The IS/MND for the project is a legally required 
document prepared in compliance with the California Environmental Quality 
Act to determine if approval of discretionary actions by the City and 
subsequent development of the project could have a potentially significant 
impact on the environment.  The 200+ page document will be available for 
public review until Monday, April 6. 

 
The Montclair Plaza project would involve demolition of portions of the 
existing mall, some of the existing out-buildings and portions of the existing 
surface parking lot areas in order to construct new retail, entertainment, and 
restaurant spaces.  At the completion of Phases 1 and 2 of the project,  
approximately 209,000 square feet of gross leasable area would be added 
to the Plaza.   
 
While a date for consideration by the Planning Commission has not yet 
been firmly identified, it is expected that Commission consideration of the 
project will occur within 30 days after the conclusion of the public review 
period. 

 
While no formal applications have been submitted to date, staff has been 
busy meeting with a number of developers and teams inquiring about 
pursuing projects in Montclair, including the following: 

 125,000 square-foot industrial building, northeast corner of 
Mission Boulevard and Monte Vista Avenue 

 11,000 square-foot industrial building, 10600 block Oak Glen 
Avenue 

 Multi-building commercial/industrial development, northeast 
quadrant of Ramona Avenue and Brooks Street 

 Detached residential development, 5100 block Mission 
Boulevard 

 Detached residential development, northeast corner of 
Holt Boulevard and Amherst Avenue 

 Detached residential or mixed-use development, northeast 
quadrant of Holt Boulevard and Mills Avenue 

 Attached residential development, 8900 block Monte Vista 
Avenue 
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 Attached residential/mixed-use development, 5000 block 
Arrow Highway 

 Attached residential development, westerly terminus of 

Richton Street 

 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 Yesterday, the Senior Center’s "Senior in the Spotlight" presentation 
on gardening took place in the courtyard with Montclair resident 
and volunteer, Tom Pope.  Tom, an avid gardener and member of two 
gardening clubs in the area, discussed a variety of plants, flowers, and how to 
care for them.  Participants potted their own floral bulbs to take home.  

Refreshments were served, and the attendees had the opportunity to win a 
door prize.  

Photos are shared on Page 11. 

 Last Saturday, the Montclair Youth Basketball League season ended with a 
day of exciting championship games. The league had 20 teams and 
192 registered participants this season.  Teams have played 9 games since 
January, and our top 2 teams from Division B and C will now  compete in the 
Inland Valley’s Southern California Municipal Athletic Federation Tournament 
on March 21.  

Montclair will be a host site for one of the divisions.  We will also be entering  
Division-A All-Star boys’ and girls’ teams that will play on March 28.   

We wish our teams the best of luck and give a special thanks to our volunteer 
coaches.  Without their support, the program would not be possible.   

Go Montclair! 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 On Monday, in the Police Department’s community room, Congresswoman 
Norma Torres hosted a public safety roundtable for police chiefs, fire chiefs, 
and city managers in the 35th Congressional District.  Chief Mike deMoet and 
Captain Robert Avels represented the City of Montclair.  Other agencies 
represented at the meeting included San Bernardino County Sheriff’s 
Department (Sheriff John McMahon); L.A. County Fire; Ontario Fire 
Department; and Colton, Chino, Chino Hills, Colton, Fontana, and Pomona 
Police Departments. 
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 Motor Officer Kristofer Kelley provided a traffic safety presentation at the 
Senior Center on Tuesday.  Topics included the City’s Traffic Division and the 
Car Seat Safety Program, which is funded by a California Office of Traffic 
Safety grant.   

Many seniors voiced their concerns about children riding bicycles without 
helmets.  Officer Kelley addressed this problem and advised that the Police 
Department has been working with the Ontario-Montclair School District to 
provide free helmets to elementary school children in the District.   
 
The seniors were pleased with the presentation and information they 
received, especially when Officer Kelley visited each table to chat and answer 
questions. 
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 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 The City recently gave approval to Canning Hunger, a nonprofit organization, 
to paint addresses on curbs.  Canning Hunger is the only curb address 
painting organization that has applied for a business license to operate legally 
in Montclair.  Proceeds raised by Canning Hunger help feed needy families in 
our local communities. 

Canning Hunger workers are only allowed to paint 4-inch numerals in black 
on a white reflective background.  Painting pictures, emblems, and/or murals 
next to the curb address is not permitted.   
 
The estimated value of this service is $15, although residents are under no 
obligation to pay the service fee.  Each $15 raised will go toward providing a 
week’s worth of food for a family of four. 
 
The Canning Hunger volunteers and contractors are easy to recognize.  They 
will wear orange and white Canning Hunger T-shirts and will carry Canning 
Hunger picture ID cards.  They will also carry a copy of the City business 
license, a Canning Hunger proof manual, and they will offer donation receipts.     
They will not visit homes after 7:30 p.m. or on Sundays. 
 
Canning Hunger will begin by distributing door hangers that contain 
information about the organization and the City.  Once the door hangers are 
distributed, painting will commence. 
 
The public is asked to direct questions or concerns to Public Works Specialist 
Cenica Leonard at (909) 625-9480, or Canning Hunger at (888) 354-3663.                  

                                                                  
 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Target is cutting thousands of jobs within the next two years as part of a 
$2 billion cost-savings plan, the company announced last Tuesday. The cuts 
will primarily affect positions at the company headquarters. 

The restructuring will be concentrated at Target's headquarters locations and 
will focus on driving leaner and more efficient capabilities, allowing the 
organization to move with greater speed and agility.  

Target employs more than 350,000 workers globally.  A more specific timeline 
for the job cuts will be revealed in the coming weeks and months. 

Target indicated to its shareholders that they are moving quickly to transform 
and overhaul the company.  The company has not made any comprehensive 
changes to any store-level positions or announced any plans to close U.S. 
store locations in 2015. 

Target CEO Brian Cornell told investors that the company "lost its balance" 
after the recession and its bid to compete with lower-end discount stores.  He 
said Target needed to prioritize four main categories of merchandise: style, 
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baby, kids, and wellness.  Those categories accounted for more than a 
quarter of the company's sales last year. 

Target plans to continue expansion of its grocery offerings and expand 
locations of its TargetCity and TargetExpress store formats.  

Target is likely cutting jobs in part to recoup losses from its Canadian 
business, which the company recently abandoned due to high merchandise 
costs, logistics issues, and poor store locations.  The expansion into Canada 
cost Target about $4.4 billion and racked up more than $2 billion in losses.  It 
will cost Target $5.1 billion to leave Canada.  Target had promised investors 
that the Canadian business, which was launched less than two years ago, 
would be profitable by the end of 2013.   The company hired Cornell in 
August and replaced the president of its Canadian operation to try to execute 
a turnaround.  However, its efforts failed.  Cornell announced in January that 
Target would be pulling out of Canada and closing more than 130 stores. 

 Best Buy Co Inc., the largest U.S. consumer electronics chain, reported a 
better-than-expected quarterly profit, helped by improved sales of higher-
margin products such as large-screen TVs and mobile phones during the 
holiday shopping season.  The company's shares rose 4.6 percent at $40.40 
in premarket trading, after Best Buy said it would buy back $1 billion of shares 
over the next three years. 

Best Buy's total same-store sales increased 2 percent during the fourth 
quarter, slightly better than the 1.9 percent rise estimated by analysts polled 
by research firm Consensus Metrix. 

U.S. same-store sales rose 2.8 percent the second straight quarter of growth 
after three quarters of decline. Net income attributable to Best Buy 
shareholders jumped to $519 million, or $1.46 per share, in the quarter ended 
January 31 from $293 million, or 83 cents per share, a year earlier. 

Excluding items, the company earned $1.48 per share from continuing 
operations. 

Total revenue rose about 1 percent to $14.21 billion.  Analysts on average 
had expected a profit of $1.35 per share on revenue of $14.35 billion. 

Results in the quarter exclude Best Buy's China business, which the company 
said in December it would sell to real estate firm Zhejiang Jiayuan Group in 
order to focus on its North American operations. 

The company said it completed the sale of the business on February 13.  
Best Buy announced a special dividend of about $180 million, or 51 cents per 
share, related to proceeds from settlements of a lawsuit on price fixing of 
TFT-LCD panels. 

 ECS:spa 

"Depend on the rabbit’s foot if you will, but 
remember it didn’t work for the rabbit." 

   ~   R. E. Shay 
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 MARCH 2015 

       

16 
Code Enforcement/Public Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

16 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

18 
Montclair Farmer's Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
 –  

7:00 p.m. 

19 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

19 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

20 Spring Begins  

23 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

25 
Montclair Farmer's Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m.  
–  

7:00 p.m. 

31 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://michelleshaeffer.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/stockfresh_id287760_four-leaf-clover_sizeXS.jpg&imgrefurl=http://michelleshaeffer.com/four-leaf-clover-strategy-for-a-lucky-blog/2011/03/17/&h=346&w=346&tbnid=ErUGMTq_y3XkTM:&zoom=1&docid=-FI_3s-TtA-9EM&ei=0Bf-VICwENLhoASinIHADw&tbm=isch&ved=0CG8QMyg2MDY
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