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March 5, 2015 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  February 27-March 5, 2015 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 On February 26, 2015, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC), 
despite Congressional and Internet service provider opposition, invoked 
broad powers to ensure that Web traffic for all users is treated equally, 
adopting net-neutrality rules that supporters say will preserve a wide-open 
Internet—opponents, however, vowed to fight the FCC in court.  Adopted 
rules will prohibit companies such as Verizon, AT&T Inc., and Comcast 
Corp. from blocking or slowing online traffic, or offering faster service in 
return for payment.  For the first time, it also brings wireless Internet service 
under FCC regulatory control. 

Net-neutrality is the principle that Internet service providers and 
governments should treat all data on the Internet equally, not discriminating 
or charging differentially by user, content, site, platform, application, type of 
attached equipment, or mode of communication.  

While the term, "net-neutrality" is relatively new, the ideas underlying it have 
a long pedigree in telecommunications practice and regulation.  The 
concept of network neutrality originated in the age of the telegram in 1860, 
where standard (pre-overnight) telegrams were routed equally without 
discerning their contents and adjusting for one application or another.  Since 
then, services such as telegrams and the phone network have been 
considered common carriers.   

A common carrier offers its services to the general public under license or 
authority provided by a regulatory body.  The regulatory body is typically 
granted "ministerial authority" by the enabling legislation, meaning it may 
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create, interpret, and enforce its regulations upon the common carrier 
(subject to judicial review) with independence and finality, within the bounds 
of the enabling legislation.  In return, a common carrier holds itself out to 
provide service to the general public without discrimination for the "public 
convenience and necessity."   A common carrier must further demonstrate 
to the regulator that it is "fit, willing, and able" to provide those services for 
which it is granted authority.  

The Communications Act of 1934 established the FCC, granting it with 
authority to take over the radio regulation functions of the Federal Radio 
Commission and wire communication functions of the Interstate Commerce 
Commission, and ensure fair pricing and access.  

In the late 1980s, the Internet became legally available for commercial use.  
It was then that arguments about the public interest requirement of the 
telecommunications industry in the U.S. first arose—whether companies 
involved in broadcasting were best viewed as community trustees, with 
obligations to society and consumers, or mere market participants with 
obligations only to shareholders.  The current legal argument over FCC 
authority and net-neutrality echoes this debate.  Until last week's adoption of 
new rules by the FCC, there have been no legal restrictions against 
common carrier practices impeding net-neutrality. 

As early as 2004, the FCC began to modernize itself to the task of keeper of 
net-neutrality.  At that time, the FCC announced a set of non-discrimination 
principles known as the four principles of Network Freedom: 

1. Freedom to access content 

2. Freedom to run applications 

3. Freedom to attach devices 

4. Freedom to obtain service plan information  

These principles were modified in 2005, after the National Cable & 
Telecommunications Association urged the FCC to adopt its neutrality 
principles: 

1. Consumers are entitled to access the lawful Internet content of 
their choice. 

2. Consumers are entitled to run applications and services of 
their choice, subject to the needs of law enforcement. 

3. Consumers are entitled to connect their choice of legal 
devices that do not harm the network. 

4. Consumers are entitled to competition among network 
providers, application and service providers, and content 
providers. 
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Historically, advocates of net-neutrality raised concerns about the ability of 
broadband providers to use their "last mile" of infrastructure to block Internet 
applications and content (e.g. websites, services, and protocols), and even 
to block out competitors.  

Neutrality proponents claim that telecom companies seek to impose a tiered 
service model in order to control the pipeline and thereby remove 
competition, create artificial scarcity, and oblige subscribers to buy their 
otherwise uncompetitive services.    

An example of a net-neutrality violation occurred when, in 2007, internet 
service provider Comcast Corp., the largest cable company in the nation, 
was found to be intentionally blocking or severely delaying BitTorrent 
uploads on their network using a technique which involved creating "reset" 
packets that appeared to come from the other party.  In 2008, Comcast and 
BitTorrent reached a settlement agreement to work together on network 
traffic; and in December 2009 Comcast reached a proposed settlement of 
$16 million, admitting no wrongdoing. 

Ultimately, however, the FCC lost its case against Comcast when, in 2010, 
the U.S. District Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia ruled in 
Comcast Corp. v. FCC that the FCC has no power to regulate any Internet 
provider's network or the management of its practices.   

The Comcast decision was strengthened when, in January 2014, the 
DC Circuit Court determined in the case of Verizon Communications Inc. 
v. Federal Communications Commission that the FCC has no authority to 
enforce Network Neutrality rules, since service providers are not identified 
as "common carriers".  The court agreed the FCC can regulate broadband 
and may craft more specific rules that stop short of identifying service 
providers as common carriers. 

As a response to the DC Circuit Court's decision, a dispute developed as to 
whether net-neutrality could be guaranteed under existing law, or if 
reclassification of Internet Service Providers (ISPs) was needed to ensure 
net neutrality.  The FCC argued the position that it had the authority under 
Section 706 of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 to regulate ISPs, while 
others, including President Obama, supported reclassifying ISPs as 
common carriers under Title II of the Communications Act of 1934.   

Critics of Section 706 point out that the section has no clear mandate to 
guarantee equal access to content provided over the Internet; however, 
subsection 202(a) of the 1934 Communications Act states that common 
carriers cannot "make any unjust or unreasonable discrimination in charges, 
practices, classifications, regulations, facilities, or services."   

Advocates of net-neutrality have generally supported reclassifying ISPs 
under Title II, while FCC leadership and ISPs have generally opposed such 
reclassification.  The FCC stated that if it reclassified ISPs as common 
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carriers, the commission would selectively enforce Title II so that only 
sections relating to broadband would apply to ISPs.  

In February 2014, the FCC announced plans to formulate new rules to 
enforce net-neutrality while complying with the court rulings.  In April 2014 
the FCC reported a new draft rule that would permit broadband ISPs, such 
as Comcast and Verizon, to offer content providers (e.g., Netflix, Disney and 
Google) who are willing to pay a higher price, faster connection speeds so 
their customers would have preferential access, thus reversing its earlier 
net-neutrality position.  

In May 2014, the FCC decided to revise its draft rule and consider two 
options regarding Internet services:  (1) permit fast and slow broadband 
lanes, thereby compromising net-neutrality; and (2) reclassify broadband as 
a telecommunication service, thereby preserving net-neutrality.  The same 
day, the FCC opened a public comment period on how FCC rulemaking 
could best protect and promote an open Internet, garnering over one million 
responses, the most the FCC ever received for rulemaking.  The FCC 
proposal for a tiered Internet received heavy criticism. Opponents argued 
that a user accessing content over the "fast lane" on the Internet would find 
the "slow lane" intolerable in comparison, greatly disadvantaging any 
content provider who is unable to pay for "fast lane" access. Opponents 
further argued that a tiered Internet would suppress new Internet 
innovations by increasing the barrier to entry.   

In November 2014, President Obama recommended the FCC reclassify 
broadband Internet service as a telecommunications service in order to 
preserve net-neutrality.  In response, Congress, on January 15, 2015, 
presented legislation that makes concessions to net-neutrality but prohibits 
the FCC from accomplishing the goal or enacting any further regulation 
affecting ISPs.  

The FCC, however, announced it would present the notion of applying ("with 
some caveats") common carrier status to the Internet in a vote expected on 
February 26, 2015.  Adoption of this notion would reclassify Internet service 
from one of information to one of telecommunications as the means to 
ensure net-neutrality, thus establishing Internet Service protection as a 
public good. 

On February 26, 2015, the FCC applied the common carrier principle of the 
Communications Act of 1934 and Section 706 of the Telecommunications 
act of 1996 to the Internet.  On the same day, the FCC also voted to 
preempt state laws in North Carolina and Tennessee that limited the ability 
of local governments in those states to provide broadband services to 
potential customers outside of their service areas. While this ruling affects 
only those two states, the FCC indicated that the agency would make 
similar rulings if it received petitions from localities in other states. 
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In adopting net-neutrality rules, the FCC achieved two objectives: 

1. It took a major step to modernize its regulatory function in the 
Internet age. 

2. It ruled in favor of net-neutrality by reclassifying broadband 
access as a telecommunications service and thus applying 
Title II (common carrier) of the Communications Act of 1934 to 
internet service providers.   

Prior to the FCC's decision to apply Title II of the Communications Act of 
1934, cable mode Internet access and high-speed data links, which make 
up the Internet's core, had always been categorized under U.S. law as an 
information service (unlike Internet access by phone) and not as a 
telecommunications service, and thus not subject to common carrier 
regulations, as upheld in National Cable & Telecommunications Association 
v. Brand X Internet Services. 

Cable and telephone companies argue FCC control risks stifling a fast-
growing Internet will lead to rate regulation.  FCC Chairman Thomas 
Wheeler argues the "landmark open-Internet protections" reassure 
consumers, innovators, and financial markets that the broadband future of 
the nation will remain open to access and competition, protect innovation, 
and create a level playing field for next generation entrepreneurs. 

With the vote, the FCC may have settled the decades-long debate about 
whether the Internet should be a highway offered to all users on equal 
terms, or whether broadband providers can levy fees and restrict access.  
The FCC has not indicated when the rules covering more than 300 pages 
would be released; however, they take effect 60 days after being published 
in the Federal Register. 

Congressional opponents suggest that the FCC improperly yielded to 
President Obama's call for strong rules and vowed Congress would try to 

stop the FCC’s "misguided scheme" that would "put the federal government 

in control of the Internet."  A Verizon spokesperson called the rules a 

"radical" step that imposes "badly antiquated regulations" (a direct reference 
to the Communications Act of 1934). 

In a similar vein, The National Cable & Telecommunications Association 

trade group argues that the FCC "...has breathed new life into the decayed 
telephone regulatory model and applied it to the most dynamic, free-

wheeling and innovative platform in history." 

The FCC disagrees, arguing the adopted rules reflect the principle that no 
one, whether government or corporate, should control free and open access 
to the Internet.  Under the adopted rules, the FCC can accept complaints 
and has authority to ban an anti-competitive plan.  The rules hold with the 
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position of venture capitalists and companies like Apple, Inc., who argue 
that all Web traffic should receive equal treatment. 

Internet companies such as Netflix Inc. and Twitter Inc. had sought the rules 
to keep access to Internet subscribers open.  Netflix, by some measures, 
accounts for more than one-third of Web traffic in North America in peak 
evening hours. 

The FCC’s action sets the stage for Internet-service providers to mount a 
legal challenge.  Adopted rules rely extensively on the 1934 Communication 
Act's utility-style powers crafted to govern phone companies.  Whether the 
FCC is properly applying the Act as a basis for authority will be a major 
question in expected court challenges. 

The FCC head defends the use of utility-style powers, in part, based on the 
fact that Internet traffic increasingly is running over mobile networks, so it 
makes sense to include those connections.  Wireless providers, however, 
argue Congress exempted their service from strong rules. 

 Companies spent more than $1 billion in California’s latest sale of carbon 
emissions credits, making it the largest auction since the cap-and-trade 
program began in late 2012, state officials announced last week. 

The reason: State officials dramatically expanded the pool of credits for sale 
to accommodate a surge in demand.  That became necessary as the cap-
and-trade market has been broadened this year to cover the carbon 
emissions coming from motor vehicle tailpipes. 

Cap-and-trade, a centerpiece of the state’s 2006 climate-change law, 
requires market participants to purchase credits in order to emit carbon.  
Until recently, that was limited to several hundred large industrial firms, such 
as food processors and cement manufacturers.  But now the state has 
included transportation fuels in the program, requiring fuel wholesalers to 
obtain emissions credits. That has had an effect on California motorists as 
wholesalers pass along their costs to consumers.  Since the beginning of 
the year prices for gasoline have risen by roughly 10 cents as a direct result 
of the cap-and-trade program. 

The cap-and-trade program was already seen as being controversial prior to 
the expansion of the program to include carbon emission from motor 
vehicles.  Business lobbyists have sued to block the state-run credit 
auctions, saying they’re essentially an unconstitutional tax.  The lawsuit was 
unsuccessful, but the business groups filed an appeal. 

The California Air Resources Board has taken steps to limit the impact on 
consumers. For the latest carbon auction, which was held on February 18, 
the agency dramatically increased the volume of available credits.  
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The result was that prices held steady.  Participants paid $12.21 per credit 
for the right to emit carbon this year, a price that is roughly in line with 
previous auctions.  They paid $12.10 apiece for credits that can be used in 
2018.  Each credit is good for a ton of carbon emitted. 

Environmentalists said the results showed the market is functioning 
properly.  The total proceeds came to $1.02 billion, by far the largest 
amount recorded to date, according to the California Air Resources Board.  
The agency holds auctions quarterly. 

Last week’s auction was the second sale held jointly with the Canadian 
province of Quebec.  Credits purchased in California can be used to emit 
carbon in Quebec, and vice versa.  California officials are trying to enlist 
other states or provinces to join, saying a multi-state approach strengthens 
the fight against climate change. 

The second major piece of the 2006 law is California’s low carbon fuel 
standard, which requires refiners and distributors to reduce the carbon 
intensity of their products by 10 percent by 2020.  The Air Resources Board 
is in the process of renewing the standard after an appellate court found 
flaws in how the agency had implemented the regulations. 

Under Governor Brown’s 2015-16 Budget Proposal, revenues from the sale 
of carbon credits are to be allocated to 11 different departments and boards 
to administer 23 distinct program components, such as energy efficiency 
projects, low-emission vehicle rebates, mass transit projects, and the state’s 
high-speed rail system. 

Locally, the City of Montclair is working with local representatives to secure 
a portion of the revenues generated by the sale of carbon credits to help 
fund expansion of the Gold Line Light-Rail Extension to Montclair.  Montclair 
is working with State Senator Connie Leyva and Assembly Member Freddie 
Rodriguez on securing and developing Cap and Trade funding for 
construction of the Montclair segment of the Gold Line.  Montclair is also 
working with its Federal Legislative Advocate, David Turch & Associates 
and U.S. Representative Norma Torres to secure Federal Transit 
Administration (FTA) funding.  

The current estimate to construct light-rail service from County Line to the 
Montclair Transcenter is $55 million to $70 million.  

 The California Supreme Court decided unanimously Monday that statewide 
restrictions on where sex offenders may live violates the constitutional rights 
of parolees in San Diego County.  Restrictions on where sex offenders may 
live have left too many homeless, according to the California Supreme 
Court. 

  

http://www.arb.ca.gov/
http://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article10703354.html
http://www.sacbee.com/news/business/article10703354.html
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The residential limits, passed by voters in 2006 as Jessica’s Law, bar 
registered sex offenders from living within 2000 feet of a school or park 
where children gather, regardless of whether the crimes involved children.  
Sex offenders in San Diego challenged the restrictions, saying they made it 
impossible for them to find a place to live. 
 

 "Blanket enforcement of the residency restrictions against these parolees 

has severely restricted their ability to find housing," Justice Marvin R. 
Baxter, who is now retired, wrote for the court.  The rules, he said, have 

"increased the incidence of homelessness among sex offenders and 
hinders their access to medical treatment, drug and alcohol dependency 
services, psychological counseling, and other rehabilitative social services 

available to all parolees." 
 
The court said the restrictions have made it more difficult for parole officers 
to monitor offenders, some of whom have become homeless. Parole officers 
should have flexibility in determining residency requirements, and they must 
be tailored to the offenders’ individual circumstances, the court said. 
 
Although the decision technically affects only San Diego County, it paves 
the way for offenders in other counties, particularly those in large cities, to 
challenge the residency rules. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 On February 26, on-duty crews from both Fire Stations were trained on the 
use of the Department’s new fire simulator system. Purchased through 
State Homeland Security Grant Program funds, the fire simulator system 
consists of 5 laptop computers, a projector, and Fire Studio 5 software 
which enables the computers to be used as an integrated system.   

In this training conducted by Fire Captain Tom Dowser at Fire Station No. 
151 (north Montclair station), personnel learned how to create simulated fire 
scenarios and add animation elements such as smoke, fire, explosions, and 
victims.   
 
The simulator system will be used to conduct fire training such as incident 
command, tactics and strategy, hazardous materials, and multi-casualty 
incidents.  The system is portable and can be used for training purposes at 
other fire departments. 
 
Photos of the training are shared on Page 22. 

 On March 3, the crew of Fire Station 152 (south Montclair station) 

participated in the "Read Across America" event at Lehigh Elementary 
School.  Crew members spoke to students on the importance of reading and 
how it applies to the job of a Firefighter.  They took turns reading stories to 
approximately 60 first grade students.  The students were then given a 
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presentation on fire and match safety which covered:  tool vs. toy, good fire 
vs. bad fire, and how to use the 9-1-1 system appropriately. 

  
Engineer Steve Ward (right) and Firefighter/Paramedic Jordan Burchett took turns reading from 

Dr. Seuss books 

 
 

 
Engineer Steve Ward talked to the children about fire safety  
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 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 Last Thursday’s Senior in the Spotlight presentation was "How to Make 
Beef Jerky."  Beatrice Hundley, one of the Senior Center’s dedicated 
volunteers, demonstrated how she combines her special ingredients to 
make delicious jerky.  Participants were excited to learn something new, 
and many commented it was the best jerky they had ever tasted.  

A photo collage of the presentation is included on Page 23. 

 The Montclair Community Garden will hold its third planning meeting on 
March 11 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center.  Plans are to open the garden at 
the end of June 2015.  At the meeting, the garden’s name, garden plots, 
and future community work dates will be discussed.  

Contact Healthy Montclair for more information:  (909) 625-9459 or 
healthintern@cityofmontclair.org.  

 
  

mailto:healthintern@cityofmontclair.org
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 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 On Monday and Tuesday, members of the Montclair Police Department 
participated in the "Every 15 Minutes" Program, which was hosted by 
Montclair High School.   

The Every 15 Minutes Program offers a real-life experience without the real-
life risks. This emotionally charged program is designed to dramatically instill 
teenagers with the potentially dangerous consequences of drinking alcohol 
and/or texting while driving. This powerful program will challenge students to 
think about drinking, texting while driving, personal safety, and the 
responsibility of making mature decisions when lives are involved. 

Police Officers appeared at several classes to pull out of class the students 

who had "died" in an alcohol-related crash.  Student actors then recreated a 
traffic collision on Orchard Street, staged complete with wrecked cars, an 
AMR paramedic crew, MFD and MPD personnel, a medivac helicopter, a 
mortuary hearse, and realistic make-up for all of the senior class to see.   
 
The next day, senior students were presented with a mock funeral viewing, 

with the "deceased" students reading a letter to their parents about what they 
wished they could have accomplished before they died.  Parents read mock 
eulogies for their children.  The assembly was wrapped up by a presenter 
who had killed his brother in a DUI collision. 

School Resource Officer Courtnie Mair coordinated the Department’s 
involvement, including the collision reenactment.   

The Montclair Police Department would like to thank Dietz Towing, California 
Highway Patrol, AMR, Draper Mortuary, Montclair Fire, and City Yard staff for 
their participation with this year’s event. 
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 On Monday, March 2, in celebration of Read Across America Day, Police 
Chief Mike deMoet read five Dr. Seuss stories to two kindergarten classes at 
Lehigh Elementary School. 

Read Across America Day is a reading celebration sponsored by the National 
Education Association.  The annual event takes place on March 2—
Dr. Seuss’s birthday.  Across the country, thousands of schools, libraries, and 
community centers participate by bringing together kids, teens, and books. 

Besides reading to the youngsters, Chief deMoet talked to them about the 
importance of listening to their parents and teachers, doing well in school, and 
staying out of trouble. 

 Two events were recently conducted and funded through the STEP grant:  a 
bicycle/scooter/pedestrian safety class at Ramona Elementary School on 
February 26, and a DUI offender warrant sweep on March 1.  Over 40 DUI 
warrants were served during the warrant sweep, with 3 resulting in arrests.   

The STEP grant is provided by the California Office of Traffic Safety, through 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
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 At the City Council meeting Monday night, Barbara Gallob was introduced by 
Chief Mike deMoet as the City’s newest full-time Police Dispatcher, effective 
February 23. 

Barbara was hired on December 15, 2014, as a relief (part-time) Police 
Dispatcher.  She brought over 30 years of comprehensive experience as a 
public safety dispatcher, primarily with Alhambra Police Department.   

Please join me in congratulating Barbara on her achievement. 

 
Mayor Eaton congratulating Barbara 

 Long-time City of Montclair volunteer, Ora Baker, passed away on 
February 12, 2015, from natural causes.  Ora was a volunteer at the 
Montclair Police Department for many years after she retired from the Social 
Security Administration in Ontario.  In her later years, Ora was an active 
participant of the Montclair Senior Center until shortly before her death.  Ora 
was also a veteran of the United States Air Force, Master Sergeant.  After 
serving in active duty for seven years, Ora joined the USAF Reserves. 

Chief Mike deMoet and Senior Citizens Program Specialist Ester Pipersky 
attended the funeral service held on February 26 at Riverside National 
Cemetery. 

Our condolences go out to the family members and friends of Ora. 
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 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR 
HOUSING CORPORATION 

 The University of California, Riverside (UCR) Center for Sustainable 
Suburban Development and the Western Riverside Council of Governments 
(WRCOG) hosted the inaugural Future of Cities 2015 in Inland Southern 
California: A Quest for Sustainability Conference.  It was held at the Riverside 
Convention on February 26, 2015, and was attended by Economic 
Development Coordinator Melinda Flores. 

The conference featured a full day of speakers, panelists, and local leaders 
with practical experience in sustainability and its importance in the future 
development of the Inland Empire and the nation.  Future of Cities 2015  
frames the region’s future and examines how cities can become more 
sustainable.  The speakers presented results-oriented outcomes from various 
cities, and their goal was to move cities from planning to action by focusing on 
implementation to adoption in meeting sustainable goals.   

Edward McMahon, Senior Fellow for Sustainable Development at the Urban 
Land Institute, delivered the keynote address on "What is a Sustainable 
City?" In summary, it is building more compact, walkable communities near 
public transit; developing alternatives to driving; creating a well-planned 
urban design; and encouraging communities to seek a healthy living 
environment.  Sustainable projects are important for the environment and 
will save cities valuable resources in the future. 

Julia Parzen, principal at JP Consulting and co-founder of the Urban 
Sustainability Directors Network, coordinates a peer network of municipal 
sustainability leaders who exchange information and work together to 
advance urban sustainability in their communities and across the nation.  
Ms. Parzen gave a keynote address on lessons learned from The Guide to 
Green Cities, her book on advancing sustainability.  With her deep 
understanding of municipal policies, she has developed realistic action plans 
that have transformed many cities across the nation to successfully meet 
urban sustainability goals. 

Hilari Varnadore, executive of STAR Communities, presented the STAR 
Program, which is a nonprofit organization that works to evaluate, improve, 
and certify that participating communities meet sustainable goals.  When a 
city becomes a member of the STAR Community, the city demonstrates its 
commitment to local sustainability actions through a rating system.  The 
STAR program provides user-friendly tools to train and connect with other 
cities that participate.  Once awarded a STAR Community rating, the city 
becomes a certified sustainable community. 
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The Results-Oriented STAR Community Benefits will give cities a competitive 
edge by: 

 Expanding and upgrading infrastructure and attracting an 
educated workforce to create a vibrant economy and a safe 
and secure environment. 

 Setting a roadmap to improve economic and environmental 
conditions that lead to a healthy lifestyle. 

 Applying for future funding sources to meet or expand 
sustainability goals. 

 Developing well-designed streets; adding bike and walking 
paths; and designing around people by way of compact 
housing and mixed use. This serves as an economic tool that 
contributes to community prosperity and sustainability as the 
following examples demonstrate: 

 
 Transit proximity and people-oriented designs involving 

bike paths and walkability create valuable real estate 
over time 

 Denser housing and mixed use commands more taxes 
per acre 

 More jobs per acre 

 More residents per acre 

 Residents, taxpayers, businesses, investors are drawn 
to successful sustainable cities 

 Healthy programs encourage exercise and use of bikes 
and walking paths 

 Active transportation program network 

Many cities participating in sustainable programs have launched Green 
Programs, Healthily Cities Programs, and Climate Action Plans, or they 
participate in the STAR Communities.  Participation may involve simple steps 
to achieve policy goals: 

 Expanding bike and walking paths and/or adding bike parking 

 Working with public utilities on traffic light replacement with 
LED lights  

 Change to water-efficient landscaping 
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 Adding shade trees to create an urban forest 

 Taking measures to allow mixed-use and higher density 
housing 

 Reuse of old commercial sites to compact housing and mix-
use 

 Reduce carbon emissions by adding charging stations for 
electric vehicles 

 Expanding public health programs  

 Promoting farmer’s markets, healthy lifestyle and encouraging 
exercise  

A potential funding source is Cap and Trade, which may be the only new 
funding source available in the State of California to help meet sustainability 
goals. 

 

 Macy’s is getting closer to a key new way to attract new shoppers: it is set to 

pilot a chain of "off-price" discount stores. 
 

The department store chain had said in January it was looking into opening a 
chain of off-price stores that will pit it against the likes of TJX’s Marshalls and 
T.J. Maxx stores, Nordstrom Rack, and Neiman Marcus’ Last Call.  
 
Off-price stores are an area of retail that has boomed as shoppers gravitate 
toward designer brands at big discounts compared to department store 
prices.  Outlets and off-price chains first emerged for clearing out unsold 
merchandise from earlier in the season or products with defects.  But now, 
the bulk of what is sold is no longer closeouts.  Instead, much is made to 
order for the off-price and outlet stores.  For instance, some 90 percent of 
what Neiman Marcus’ Last Call outlets chain sells is made specifically for 
those stores. 
 
A T.J. Maxx or Marshalls sells a far wider array of brands than a Neiman 
Marcus Last Call or a Nordstrom Rack, which are really discount versions of 
their sister companies.  Macy’s sister chain, Bloomingdale’s, also has a horse 
in the off-price race: although Bloomingdale’s got off to a slower start than 
Saks or Nordstrom, it now has 13 outlets versus 37 full-service department 
stores.  It is largely for that reason that Macy’s off-price is more likely to be 
like a T.J. Maxx than a typical department store’s outlet. 
 

  

http://fortune.com/2015/01/08/macys-outlet-off-price/
http://fortune.com/2014/09/03/where-have-all-the-shoppers-gone/
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The competition will in any case be fierce given the tremendous growth in off-
price stores since the beginning of the Great Recession.  TJX has expanded 
to 2,000 U.S. stores at last count, from 1,600 five years ago, while regularly 
beating other major retailers, including Macy’s, in terms of sales growth.  
Among department store competitors, companies have also gotten 
aggressive: upscale retailer Nordstrom has tripled the number of its 
Nordstorm Rack stores in the past five years—it has some 154 now—and 
plans to have 300 by 2020. 

While there is a certain risk of cannibalization by off-price stores to their full-
service department stores, they have been shown to create brand loyalty and 
introduce customers to full-service department stores.  
 
In the case of Bloomingdale’s, store executives found that Bloomingdale 
outlets brought new customers to Bloomingdales who learned and got 
comfortable with Bloomingdale’s from their outlet experience. 

 Amazon.com is looking to push farther into the category of high-end couture, 
according to a new report from Bloomberg. 

 
The news service reports that Amazon has been embracing more profitable 
designer fashion by selling clothing, shoes, handbags, and accessories from 
pricier brands. 

Earlier this year, it was announced that Amazon will be a sponsor of New 
York Fashion Week this summer.  Amazon reportedly also signed a multiyear 
deal this month to sponsor India Fashion Week. 
 
Over the past four years, the company has hired Barneys New York fashion 
director Julie Gilhart as an adviser, sponsored the 2012 Met Gala, and 
opened a 40,000-square-foot photography studio in Brooklyn.  The company 
plans to open an even bigger photography studio.  Amazon has also begun 
hosting events for students from such leading fashion schools as the Fashion 
Institute of Technology and Parsons the New School for Design. 
 
Integral to this effort is Amazon Fashion, a section of the main website that 
sells well-known brands in what is known as the "contemporary" category— 
designer labels that do not carry the astronomical price tags of luxury fashion 
houses like Chanel and Prada.  

The site launched its first TV ad campaign in 2013, looking to persuade 
shoppers that it can be relied on as a source for higher-end merchandise.  
This month, Amazon hired Vogue editor Caroline Palmer to head up editorial 
duties at the site.  Amazon has also pushed websites Shopbop and Zappos, 
which it acquired in 2006 and 2009, respectively, toward a higher-end 
aesthetic.  

 

http://www.wwd.com/media-news/media-features/amazon-hires-caroline-palmer-away-from-vogue-8162372


20 

 

Shopbop has brought in famous designer labels, including Thakoon and 
Wes Gordon, and started running ads in Vogue.  Zappos's high-end offshoot, 
called Zappos Couture, brought in fashion icon Andre Leon Talley in 2013 as 
artistic director and attracted brands such as Red Valentino and Vivienne 
Westwood Gold Label.  
 
Industry observers say it is difficult to insert couture items under the Amazon 
banner, which has long thrived on offering a practical, easy way to buy just 
about anything. Fashion, on the other hand, is often impractical, dominated 
by unpredictable trends and personal taste. 
 
Amazon’s brand positioning has really been about convenience and price 
versus high-end fashion. 
 
More basic apparel, rather than high-end couture, may be the better bet for 
Amazon.  In 2014, Amazon reported that 35 million of its active customers 
were shopping for clothes, making it the site’s fastest growing category.  
 
About 6 percent of purchases on Amazon are clothing and accessories.  That 
makes clothing Amazon’s fourth-largest category, ahead of books and behind 
electronics, home and kitchen, and health and beauty.  
 

 ECS:spa 

 

"Sometimes you will never know the value of 

something until it becomes a memory." 

   ~   Dr. Seuss 

 
                                        
  

 

http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2022091754_amazonfashionxml.html
http://seattletimes.com/html/businesstechnology/2022091754_amazonfashionxml.html
http://www.quotationspage.com/quotes/Ralph_Waldo_Emerson/
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 MARCH 2015 

      

8 Daylight Saving Time Begins – Spring Forward! 2:00 a.m. 

9 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

10 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

11 
Montclair Farmer's Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
– 

  7:00 p.m. 

16 
Code Enforcement/Public Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

16 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

18 
Montclair Farmer's Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m. 
 –  

7:00 p.m. 

19 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

19 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

4:00 p.m. 

20 Spring Begins  

23 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

25 
Montclair Farmer's Market 
Montclair Town Center 

4:00 p.m.  
–  

7:00 p.m. 

31 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/dr-seuss-clip-art-black-and-white-Logo_Hats_Off.jpg&imgrefurl=http://ses.choctaw.schooldesk.net/&h=1468&w=1692&tbnid=WiUA8dOruX8xAM:&zoom=1&docid=TrGdeVnwlq4dlM&ei=zMD0VLXdGIXboASgmoHIBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CFwQMyg1MDU
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