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June 12, 2014 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager       

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  June 6-12, 2014 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 California's teacher tenure laws were declared unconstitutional Tuesday by 
a Los Angeles County Superior Court judge, ruling on a lawsuit sponsored 
by Students Matter, a Menlo Park-based nonprofit group founded by Silicon 
Valley entrepreneur David Welch.  

In a written ruling, Judge Rolf Treu said five laws governing teacher tenure, 
dismissal procedures, and seniority violate the state constitutional rights to 
equal treatment and a free public education.  

Nine students who challenged the laws in a suit filed in 2012 proved the 
laws "impose a real and appreciable impact on students' fundamental right 
to equality of education; and they impose a disproportionate burden on poor 
and minority students, according to Judge Treu.  

The decision came after a two-month, non-jury trial before Judge Treu 
earlier this year.  

Judge Treu issued an injunction barring enforcement of the laws, but 
suspended it to give the state and two teachers' unions a chance to appeal.  

The two unions, the Burlingame-based California Teachers Association and 
the Burbank-based California Federation of Teachers, vowed to appeal.  
The unions, which were allowed to join the case to defend the laws, argued 
during the trial that eliminating teachers' rights would make it harder for 
public schools to attract and retain good teachers.  
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A spokesman for California Attorney General Kamala Harris, who 
represented state officials in the trial, said lawyers in Harris' office are 
reviewing the decision.  

The appeal process could take a year or more.  If the ruling is upheld, it 
would require a revamping of the teacher tenure laws.  

Judge Treu wrote, as a judge, he had to "trust the Legislature to fulfill its 
mandated duty" to pass laws that are constitutional and give children an 
equal education opportunity.  He estimated, on the basis of testimony by 
state officials, between 2,750 and 8,250 of California's 275,000 public 
school teachers are in a category he called "grossly ineffective." Judge Treu 
said the evidence that grossly ineffective teachers have a negative impact 
on students is compelling.  "Indeed, it shocks the conscience," the judge 
wrote.  

The five laws Treu struck down regarding teacher tenure were: 

 A measure that gives teachers permanent tenure after two 
years, unless a district tells them by March 15 of the second 
year that they won't be retained   
 

 Three laws providing procedural protections for teachers 
whom school districts are seeking to dismiss for 
incompetence   
 

 A last-in, first-out statute requiring that teachers must be 
laid off in order of least seniority.   

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 On Monday, the Planning Commission granted approval for sales of 
alcoholic beverages in conjunction will food for Szechuan Garden, the new 
restaurant proposed for 8851 Arrow Highway that was formerly occupied by 
Golden China Restaurant.  The new restaurant will serve cuisine from the 
Szechuan region of China. The most prominent traits of Szechuan cuisine 
are described by four words: spicy, hot, fresh, and fragrant.   

To accommodate the new restaurant use, a number of interior tenant 
improvements are proposed that include a reworking of the dining area and 
bar area seating, interior lighting fixtures, and wall surfaces/coverings.  The 
restaurant is expected to open in July with 20 employees. 

 On Monday, the Planning Commission approved a new 130,000-square-foot 
industrial warehouse and associated site improvements to be constructed 
on the 5.88-acre site at the southeast corner of Ramona Avenue and 
Brooks Street.  The new warehouse is the second to be approved in the last 
year; the first warehouse on Arrow Highway was completed last month.   
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The new building will be constructed of tilt-up concrete panels designed with 
various details such as horizontal and vertical reveals, wall offsets, and 
different panel heights on all sides of the building to provide visual interest.  
Also, the project is designed to incorporate several energy conservation 
measures such as skylights; water-saving landscaping; and an advanced, 
on-site water infiltration system to meet federal and state mandates 
regarding water quality.    
 
When completed, the new building will set the standard for a new 
generation of industrial development in the surrounding area. 

An artist’s rendering is included below:

 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Summer arrives next week, which means children will be spending more 
time in and around water.  Parents and caretakers of children know they 
must be vigilant to protect their children from drowning.  But what about the 

rare but deadly phenomenon called "secondary drowning" that can occur 
hours or even days after being in the water?  Secondary drowning can 
occur when a person breathes water into their lungs and cannot expel the 
water through coughing. It usually occurs following a near-drowning 
incident.   

As little as a few ounces of water left in the lungs of a young child can 
trigger a physiological chain reaction where the lungs fill with fluid and 
become unable to transfer oxygen to the blood stream, leading to organ 
failure and eventually death. Children who have inhaled water into 
their lungs may not show any serious symptoms right away.  They may 
be able to walk and talk normally, only to fall seriously ill much later.   
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After being in the water, a child experiencing symptoms such as 
chest tightness, difficulty breathing, raspy voice, wheezing, changes to 
face color, extreme fatigue, and/or persistent coughing that is not 
associated with other causes, such as a cold, should be seen by a doctor 
immediately.  If left untreated, a child suffering from secondary drowning 
will become lethargic and confused as the brain is starved of oxygen.  
 
Click here to learn more about secondary drowning. Click here to view a 
drowning prevention flyer created by the San Bernardino County Fire 
Department.  
  

 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 Yesterday the Senior Center hosted a presentation on senior safety and 

"the do’s and don’ts when calling 9-1-1."  Police Officers Courtnie Mair and 
Eric Ruziecki and Police Dispatcher Karina Gonzalez provided tips on 
important information that should be given to 9-1-1 dispatchers when calling 
in an emergency.   Also, Information on safety and fraud was provided to 
the more than 30 seniors in attendance.   

The seniors expressed their gratitude to Courtnie, Eric, and Karina for taking 
time out of their busy schedules to provide them with this helpful knowledge.  
See the collage on Page 13. 

 

 The City’s second Annual Country Fair Jamboree was held on Saturday, 
June 7. Mayor Eaton, Council Members Dutrey, Paulitz, and Raft; and I 
joined approximately 2,225 community members, vendors, employees, and 
their families for a fun day in the sun.  There were BMX demonstrations, 
carnival rides, games, a petting zoo, pony rides, a cool zone, a skateboard 
competition, music from our event DJ, performances by the bands Back to 
the 80’s and Suave, a beer and wine concession stand, and lots of delicious 
food.  Special contests, such as pie eating, hula hooping, a water balloon 
toss, watermelon eating, and a kid’s dance, all became crowd favorites.  

"Thank you" to everyone who volunteered their time and resources at the 
event. We had over 40 volunteers, including many of our own staff.  Our 
appreciation also goes out to the Montclair Chamber of Commerce for 
overseeing event sponsors and over 25 vendors; the various members of 
different committees that planned the event; those that worked the day of 
the event; and those involved in behind-the-scenes work before and after 
the event. And the fair would not have been a success without the 
collaboration between our Administrative Services, Community 
Development, Fire, Police, and Public Works Departments. 
 
The day was captured in photos as shown in the collage on Page 14. 

 
  

http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNjEwLjMyOTUwNjAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDYxMC4zMjk1MDYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDU5OTQxJmVtYWlsaWQ9cG1lYXRvbkBjaXR5b2Ztb250Y2xhaXIub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1wbWVhdG9uQGNpdHlvZm1vbnRjbGFpci5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&104&&&http://www.webmd.com/parenting/news/20140602/dry-drowning-faq
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTQwNjEwLjMyOTUwNjAxJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDE0MDYxMC4zMjk1MDYwMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MDU5OTQxJmVtYWlsaWQ9cG1lYXRvbkBjaXR5b2Ztb250Y2xhaXIub3JnJnVzZXJpZD1wbWVhdG9uQGNpdHlvZm1vbnRjbGFpci5vcmcmZmw9JmV4dHJhPU11bHRpdmFyaWF0ZUlkPSYmJg==&&&105&&&http://www.sbcounty.gov/Uploads/SBCFire/content/fire_marshal/fire_prevention/pub_ed%20brochures.051208/Drowning%20Prevention.pdf
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 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 On May 29, Montclair Police conducted compliance checks of local sex 
registrants as part of Operation Broken Heart, which targets child predators.  
Upland Police Department and the Internet Crimes Against Children (ICAC) 
task force hosted the event in conjunction with other agencies (Claremont, 
County Probation, State Parole, and U.S. Marshals.  The ICAC task force, a 
division of the Los Angeles Police Department, is a member of a larger 
nationwide task force that assists local agencies in this type of operation. 

Of those targeted, police made seven arrests for various violations and 
opened six new cases against sex offenders who were not located.  All 
Montclair locations were checked; however, additional follow up will be 
conducted on the registrants who were not home during the operation.   
 
Participants included Detectives Amanda Holloway, Raul Perez, and 
Gloria Perez; CSU Officer Eric Ruziecki; and County Probation Officer 
Alan Ramos. 
 

 The Police Department started the week by recognizing several members of 
its staff in a General Assembly.   

Steven Griffin received a well-deserved promotion to Police Sergeant on 
June 2, 2014.  He had served in an acting position since February 24, 2014.  
Steve brings to the Sergeant position 17 years of comprehensive law 
enforcement experience, which includes assignments to several specialized 
details including the Crime Suppression Unit and a 4-year assignment in the 
Detective Bureau where he was given supervisory responsibilities.  
Sergeant Griffin is a Range Master, an Arson Investigator, a Field Training 
Officer, a Mobile Field Force Trainer and Grenadier, a Taser Instructor, and 
a Less Lethal Munitions Instructor.   Also, he is a Peer Counselor, selected 
by his peers. 
 
Chief Mike deMoet presented Officer Andrew Graziano with the 
Department’s Lifesaving Award for an incident that occurred on March 3, 
2014.  Officer Graziano and Montclair Fire Department personnel 
responded Code-E to a call of an elderly female not breathing.  The 90-year 
old woman had suffered a heart attack and collapsed. Officer Graziano and 
Fire Fighter/Paramedics began CPR, and Officer Graziano utilized the bag 
valve mask while Paramedics started chest compressions in an effort to 
resuscitate the victim.  As they were performing CPR, the elderly female 
started to breathe on her own.  Although the victim recovered from her heart 
attack, she died later by natural causes.  Thanks to Officer Graziano’s 
immediate actions, though, the victim was able to meet with family members 
before she passed away. 
 
Officer Graziano has nearly 13 years of experience with the Montclair Police 
Department.  He can be counted on to provide great support to the Police 
Department in the area of Emergency Medical Response.  For years, he 
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has provided first aid, CPR, and AED training to Department personnel.  He 
maintains his EMT and Instructor certifications and shares his knowledge 
and experience.  He is a member of the Arson Investigation Team, is a 
firearms instructor, and a response to active shooter events instructor.  In 
the near future, Officer Graziano will provide Montclair Hospital staff with 

strategies in dealing with Active Shooter events in a program called "RUN 

HIDE FIGHT." 
 
Officers Rob Pipersky and David Vest recently received written 
commendations for their achievement of a successful conclusion in a 
dangerous standoff that occurred on April 29.  While searching for a child 
molestation suspect, Officers located the suspect hiding under the 
San Antonio Flood Control Channel.  He was holding a large knife to his 
neck as he was threatening to kill himself.  Officers Pipersky and Vest 
utilized their negotiation training to effectively communicate with the 
suspect.  After an hour of negotiations, the suspect finally dropped the knife 
and surrendered to police. 
 
Unfortunately, Officer Vest was unable to attend the General Assembly to 
accept the formal commendation from the Chief.   
 
Congratulations, Steve, Andy, Rob, and Dave! 
 
  

 
         Chief Mike deMoet, Sergeant Steven Griffin, and Captain Robert Avels 
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Sergeant Griffin with his children, Stevilyn and Joseph, and wife Lynette 

 
Officer Andy Graziano receiving the Lifesaving Award Certificate of Recognition 

 from Chief Mike deMoet 
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Officer Rob Pipersky receiving a commendation from Chief deMoet 

 
                                           Officer Pipersky with family, friends, and coworkers 
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 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 

 The Metro Gold Line Foothill Extension light rail project from Pasadena to 
Azusa is now more than 60 percent complete. The on-time, on-budget project 
will be turned over to the Los Angeles County Metropolitan Transportation 
Authority (Metro) for testing and pre-revenue service in September 2015. 
Metro will determine when the line opens for passenger service, but it is 
anticipated to occur in 2016. 

The 11.5-mile extension will have stations in the cities of Arcadia, Monrovia, 
Duarte, Irwindale, and two stations in the city of Azusa with parking at each. 
The Irwindale station is the most convenient to travelers on the I-210 Freeway 
who are heading westbound toward Pasadena. The 350-space parking facility 
and station will be at the Irwindale Avenue exit. 

 
In April 2014, the Foothill Gold Line Construction Authority took the next step 
to ready the Azusa to Montclair light rail extension for construction. Over the 
next two years, the agency will advance the design and engineering for the 
12.3-mile, six station project to a point where it will be ready for a design-build 
procurement.  Funding to extend the Gold Line to the city of Claremont will 
likely depend on a sales tax vote in L.A. County in November 2016.  Funding 
to extend the Gold Line from Claremont to Montclair in San Bernardino 
County would be through San Bernardino Associated Governments and 
would be expected sometime in 2017, pending the outcome of the L.A. 
County vote in November. 
 
Starting in fall 2014, meetings will be held with the communities and cities of 
Glendora, San Dimas, Pomona, La Verne, Claremont, and Montclair to 
develop the design and artwork plans for future stations, as part of this 
design/engineering effort.  If you are interested in receiving information about 
these meetings, or the status of the Azusa to Montclair light rail extension, 
sign up to receive information at www.foothillextension.org. 
 

 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING 
CORPORATION 

 The landscape construction project at the 5444 Palo Verde Street property is 
nearing completion.  Final work includes the installation of pavers extending 
from the driveway to a larger expanse adjacent to the residence.  The 
majority of the landscape materials have been planted, and the drip irrigation 
system has been installed.  A number of unanticipated challenges were 
encountered during construction, but were adeptly handled by the contractor, 
E. Elcantara Construction.   

The property is slowly transforming from an overgrown chaos to an orderly 
and attractive landscape design.  The first dramatic transformation to the 
property was the construction of the front yard fence and vehicular gate.  The 
new landscape design is intended to create an ambience similar to the 

http://www.foothillextension.org/
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original planting model which did not include lawn areas.  However, the new 
design has been updated with the incorporation of water-efficient plants and 
the replacement of the pea gravel driveway with permeable driveway pavers.  
To create a fresh, updated design to the property, the design of the fence 
includes horizontal panels.   
 
Upon completion of the landscape construction, staff will then focus on 
exterior repairs to the house that will include fascia repair, a number of new 
windows, painting, and new rain gutters.   
 
The unique adobe-constructed residence was once owned by renowned 
sculptor John Svenson, who with his family, began construction of the home 
and design studio in the late 1940’s.  Mr. Svenson and his family moved from 
the home in the 1970’s, and the subsequent owners made a number of 
changes and updates to the property that staff is attempting to correct to bring 
the property back to its former glory.   

 



11 

 

 

ECS:spa 

"Any man can be a father.  It takes someone special 

to be a dad."    

          ~ Author Unknown 

                                          
                     JUNE  2014 

 

15 Father’s Day  

16 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

16 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

17 
Planning Commission Interviews 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

19 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

19 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

23 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

 

  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcX3QW5dTJh8A3UiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0Z2ZpcTlhBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0MDFlMTU0MGVlNzRkMWMyY2RiMjM3NDA0MDU0Yjc3MgRncG9zAzMxNQRpdANiaW5n?back=https://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=father%27s+day+clip+art&_adv_prop=image&va=father%27s+day+clip+art&fr=yfp-t-303&spos=60&nost=1&tab=organic&ri=315&w=1600&h=1527&imgurl=www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/4ib/6p4/4ib6p45ig.png&rurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/free-clip-art-father-s-day&size=633.2KB&name=free+<b>clip+art+father+s+day+</b>free+cliparts+that+you+can+download+to+you+...&p=father's+day+clip+art&oid=401e1540ee74d1c2cdb237404054b772&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-303&tt=free+<b>clip+art+father+s+day+</b>free+cliparts+that+you+can+download+to+you+...&b=301&ni=288&no=315&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11llt9n3o&sigb=151vcvg64&sigi=11ikddai4&sigt=12goimaek&sign=12goimaek&.crumb=CyWVxaSSQge&fr=yfp-t-303
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                      JULY  2014 

 

1 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

3 
City Hall Closed in Observance of Independence 
Day 

 

4 Independence Day  

7 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

9 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

14 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

15 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

17 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

17 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

19 
Police Department Open House 
4870 Arrow Highway 

10:00 a.m. 
- 

2:00 p.m. 

21 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

28 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

29 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

  

https://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=AwrTcXgG5ZhT_OwA67eJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTI0b3FlOTY4BHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM5OGIwMTFhMzBiYzVkZDJkNzljOTQ4M2IxOWI2OTExZQRncG9zAzMxMARpdANiaW5n?back=https%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Dindependence%2Bday%2Bclip%2Bart%26_adv_prop%3Dimage%26va%3Dindependence%2Bday%2Bclip%2Bart%26fr%3Dyfp-t-303%26spos%3D60%26nost%3D1%26tab%3Dorganic%26ri%3D310&w=276&h=150&imgurl=freeclipartstore.com%2FCA%25204th%2520010.jpg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fquoteko.com%2Fid22%2Fdisney-mickey-mouse-truck-clipart.html&size=+9.3KB&name=%3Cb%3EIndependence+Day+%3C%2Fb%3EFree+%3Cb%3EClip%3C%2Fb%3E...&p=independence+day+clip+art&oid=98b011a30bc5dd2d79c9483b19b6911e&fr2=&fr=yfp-t-303&tt=%3Cb%3EIndependence+Day+%3C%2Fb%3EFree+%3Cb%3EClip%3C%2Fb%3E...&b=301&ni=288&no=310&ts=&tab=organic&sigr=11uv33usb&sigb=1554khuaq&sigi=117kuhr11&sigt=11b8fpj7t&sign=11b8fpj7t&.crumb=CyWVxaSSQge&fr=yfp-t-303
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