
  
 
 

February 6, 2014 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager 

 

SUBJECT: WEEKLY REPORT:  January 31-February 6, 2014 
  

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 I am pleased to report that yesterday, after a motion by Mayor and 
San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG) Director Paul Eaton, 
the SANBAG Board of Directors voted 16 to 12 to return to the SANBAG 
Commuter Rail and Transit Committee for reconsideration a priority 
schedule for transit projects in the Valley Subarea of San Bernardino 
County.  Montclair is within the Valley Subarea. 

The priority schedule of transit projects, approved at a January 2014 
meeting of the Commuter Rail and Transit Committee, includes the 
Redlands Passenger Rail Project as priority number one, followed by 
Metrolink double-tracking, and that part of Phase 2B of the Metro Gold Line 
Foothill Extension from Claremont to Montclair. 

The fate of the Gold Line extension to the Inland Empire became a major 
concern to Montclair and other cities in the west end after the Commuter 
Rail and Transit Committee failed to act on providing funding for consulting 
work related to advanced conceptual engineering and environmental 
clearance for Phase 2B’s extension from Claremont to Montclair.  
Consulting work is expected to begin in April 2014. 

The failure of SANBAG to participate with the Construction Authority in 
Phase 2B consulting work was viewed as a death sentence for the Gold 
Line extension to San Bernardino County. 

The motion introduced by Director Eaton, as modified, carries direction for 
the Commuter Rail and Transit Committee to strip prioritization from 
the three transit projects, treat each project with equal weight, and 
return to the Board of Directors a recommendation to reimburse to Montclair  
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any funds advanced to the Construction Authority on behalf of SANBAG for 
engineering and environmental consulting work. 

 
In a related matter, Director Eaton has been appointed chair of the 
Commuter Rail and Transit Committee, effective February 2014.  Director 
Eaton succeeds Director and San Bernardino Mayor Patrick Morris. 

 
Congratulations, Mayor Eaton, on an excellent job representing the interests 
of Montclair, each community in San Bernardino County, and the successful 
promotion of light rail transit service for the Inland Empire; and 
congratulations on your chairmanship of the Commuter Rail and Transit 
Committee. 

 Last Saturday, the Chino Basin Water Conservation District (CBWCD) held 
a dedication ceremony at its campus located at 4594 San Bernardino 
Street.  The CBWCD campus in Montclair reopened to the public after 
undergoing approximately three years of expansion and remodel, 
spearheaded by General Manager Eunice Ulloa.  Attending with me on 
behalf of Montclair were Mayor Paul Eaton and Mrs. Ginger Eaton, Mayor 
Pro Tem Bill Ruh, Council Member Leonard Paulitz, Public Safety 
Director/Chief of Police Mike deMoet, and Environmental Manager 
Nicole Greene.   

A number of congressional and state legislative members recognized the 
CBWCD, including Congresswoman Gloria Negrete McLeod, State Senator 
Norma Torres, and State Assemblymembers Freddy Rodriquez and 
Curt Hagman. Representing the San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors was 4th District Supervisor Gary Ovitt.  Also in attendance were 
Upland Mayor Ray Musser; Chino Mayor Dennis Yates; and representatives 
from a variety of water district boards, including Chino Valley Conservation 
District Directors Kati Ooten Parker (serving as Master of Ceremonies), 
Geoffrey Vanden Heuvel (providing opening comments and invocation), 
Henry De Haan, Margaret Hamilton, Terence King, and Al Yoakum. 

Keynote speakers included Tony Traverson, Vice President, AMG 
Associates, Inc.; Randall Lewis, Executive Vice President, Lewis Group of 
Companies; and Celeste Cantu, General Manager, Santa Ana Watershed 
Project Authority.  Each speaker addressed the important topic of water 
conservation and the current emergency drought declaration issued in 
January by  Governor Brown. 

The CBWCD is a public agency whose goal is the protection of the Chino 
Groundwater Basin in order to guarantee that current and future water 
needs will be met.  The Basin is protected by the capture and percolation of 
water through CBWCD’s network of channels, basins, and spreading 
grounds.  Water conservation education is provided to individuals and 
organizations within the service area to further promote the efficient use of 
water resources. 
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Since its establishment in 1949, the CBWCD has actively protected and 
replenished the Chino Groundwater Basin with natural area rainfall and 
storm water discharge from the San Gabriel Mountains.  CBWCD’s service 
area includes the cities of Chino, Chino Hills, Montclair, Ontario, 
Rancho Cucamonga, Upland, and unincorporated areas of San Bernardino 
County.   

With population for the area projected to increase, the CBWCD believes 
conservation will be increasingly necessary as an effective means of coping 
with an increased demand for water.  The current drought conditions in 
Southern California reinforce the need for conservation.   

The CBWCD campus is free and open to the public Monday through 
Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Water conservation information and 
resources are available at the campus and online at http://www.cbwcd.org. 

 
  Mayor Eaton is shown making a presentation to Chino Valley Conservation District 
 Director Kati Ooten Parker.  Pictured in the row behind, from left, are:  Monte Vista 
Water District Director Tony Lopez, Fourth District Supervisor Gary Ovitt, Assembly 

Member Curt Hagman, and Chino Mayor Dennis Yates 
 

 
Pictured from left:  Assembly Member Freddie Rodriguez, State Senator Norma Torres, 
and Fourth District Supervisor Gary Ovitt 

http://www.cbwcd.org/
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Congresswoman Gloria Negrete McLeod addresses guests 

 

 
Chino Basin Water Conservation District’s remodeled campus 
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The CBWCD’s new logo 
 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 On Monday, the City Council concluded a year-long process of updating the 
City's General Plan Housing Element by adopting a resolution approving an 
Addendum to the Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration 
associated with the 2006-2014 Housing Element, and then approving a 
General Plan Amendment for the 2014-2021 Housing Element.  The City 
Council took both actions after hearing a detailed presentation by 
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David Barquist, Vice President of Planning and Development for 
RBF Consulting, the firm that worked in concert with City staff during the 
update process.  On January 21, 2014, the state's Department of Housing 
and Community Development (HCD) provisionally certified the City's 
Housing Element, pending City Council adoption. The Planning Commission 
heard Mr. Barquist's presentation at its January 27 meeting and 
unanimously recommended City Council approval.  The City Council 
resolution will now be forwarded to HCD, which is the state agency 
responsible for reviewing and certifying each city's Housing Element. 

 

 The City's first designated Yard Sale Weekend of 2014 is scheduled for this 
weekend, February 7-9.  As has been the practice in the past, a printable, 
one-page list of all permitted yard sales in Montclair by street and block 
number will be posted on the City's website after 9 a.m. on Friday, 
February 7, for the benefit of yard sale customers interested in mapping out 
a shopping strategy ahead of time.  For the first time, the same list will be 
posted on the City's Facebook page. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 A Southern California Gas representative provided three days of Pipeline 
Emergency Response training to suppression personnel this week.  The 
training covered responding to an underground natural gas line rupture. 

 In a general assembly on January 23, Chief Rick Mayhew swore in 
David Pohl to the position of Battalion Chief, and Ben Garcia was sworn in 
as Fire Engineer.  Both were presented with new badges to go along with 
their new titles. 

Congratulations, David and Ben! 

 
From left are:  Fire Engineer Ben Garcia, Chief Rick Mayhew, and Battalion Chief David Pohl 
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 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 Now through April 15, the Senior Center will be offering free income tax 
assistance for community members. Trained counselors are available on 
Tuesdays from 12:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to assist with state and federal tax 
forms and renters credit information.   

To schedule an appointment, call the Senior Center at 909-625-9483. 
 
 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

 Police Cadet Alan Matley is featured in an interesting article, The Cowboy 
With a Heart, in Inter Valley Health Plan’s Winter 2014 publication. 

The article can be viewed here: 

http://www.ivhp.com/Site/InterViewAlanMatley.aspx 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Police Department is continuing efforts to fill vacancies in the Reserve 

Program.  This past Saturday, Reserve Captain Ron Foss, Reserve Sergeant 

Scott Stephenson, and Reserve Officers Randy Ortiz and Joe Kuskie revved 

up those efforts by conducting physical agility and oral board testing for 

Reserve Officers.  Of the 15 notices sent out, 2 candidates participated in the 

process at San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department Academy.  Ron, Scott, 

Randy, and Joe also conducted a recruiting presentation in which 24 Reserve 

Academy Students participated.  They will conduct another recruitment 

process at the end of the month. 

http://www.ivhp.com/Site/InterViewAlanMatley.aspx
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 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 No new information to report. 

 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 According to the Los Angeles Times, J.C. Penney said its holiday sales 
grew last year for the first time since 2011.  Sales at stores open at least a 
year were up 3.1 percent during the all-important 9 weeks of the holiday 
season, compared with the same period in 2012.  For the full fiscal fourth 
quarter, which ended on February 1, so-called same-store sales were up 
2 percent. The chain suffered a 32 percent plunge in same-store sales 
during the same quarter a year earlier. 

The company’s "turnaround is on track," said Chief Executive Myron Ullman 

in a statement this week. J.C. Penney had to push through "a lot of changes 

and challenges and significant head winds," including record-breaking bad 
weather this winter, he said.  Ullman has only held the retailer’s top post 
since April 2013, when he resumed the role after a not-quite-two-year run by 
Apple alum Ron Johnson that ended in upheaval and a slumping stock 
price.  Since then, Ullman has returned J.C. Penney to its earlier strategy of 
deep discounting and promotion of private labels. During the fourth quarter, 
categories such as beauty, dresses, luggage, and household goods sold 
well, according to Ullman. 

Online sales at JCP.com surged 26.3 percent over the year-earlier quarter, 
and the company said it closed its fiscal year with more than $2 billion in 
liquidity. 

Last month, the retailer said it would close 33 stores and cut 2,000 jobs by 
the middle of the year in an attempt to save $65 million a year. 

ECS:spa 

"You cannot be mad at somebody who makes you 
laugh—it’s as simple as that."       ~ Jay Leno  

http://www.latimes.com/topic/economy-business-finance/executives-management/ron-johnson-PEBSL000985.topic
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                 FEBRUARY 2014 

    

10 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

11 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

12 
Midyear Budget Review 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

17 Presidents Day – City Hall Closed  

18 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

18 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

20 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

20 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

24 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

25 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

25 
Strategic Planning Session 
Senior Center Dining Room 

4:00 p.m. 
- 

8:00 p.m. 
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