
 

        
 
 
October 31, 2013 
 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  October 25-31, 2013 
              

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 The 2013 Consolidated Election will be held on Tuesday, November 5 with 
three nominations for Governing Board Member, Chaffey Community 
College District:  two incumbents, Kathleen Brugger and Katie Roberts, 
and newcomer Zafar Inam. 

To save taxpayer dollars, the San Bernardino County Registrar of Voters 
Office has consolidated underused polling places.  Montclair will have one 
polling place for this election at Bethany Baptist Church, 9950 Monte Vista 
Avenue.  The poll will be open on Election Day from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  As a 
convenience, voters may drop off their vote–by–mail ballots at City Hall or 
the Montclair Branch Library. 

October 21, 2013, was the deadline to register to vote in the November 5 
election. 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 There is no new information to report this week. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Daylight Saving Time ends Sunday, November 3 and marks the 
26th anniversary of the Change Your Clock Change Your Battery® 
program, sponsored by Energizer and the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs.  The purpose of this program is to remind us to change and test 
the batteries in our smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.   
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Communities nationwide witness tragic home fire deaths each year.  
Nonworking smoke alarms rob residents of the protective benefits home 
fire safety devices were designed to provide.  Changing and testing the 
batteries in your smoke alarms is a simple and effective way to reduce 
tragic deaths and injuries.  Having a working smoke alarm in your home 
can give you the extra seconds you need to get out safely during a home 
fire. 

Every year more than 100 people in the United States die from 
unintentional exposure to carbon monoxide (CO).  CO is a colorless and 
odorless gas that is produced by burning fuels such as gasoline, wood, 
coal, natural gas, propane, and oil.  Any fuel-burning appliance in your 
home is a potential CO source. Proper installation, operation, and 
maintenance of fuel-burning appliances in the home are the most 
important factors in reducing the risk of CO poisoning. Changing and 
testing the batteries in your home CO alarms is a source of added 
protection. 

Everyone is encouraged to use the extra hour they "gain" to change and 
test the batteries in their smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.  By taking 
this simple step whenever you change your clocks, you will develop a 
habit that may be lifesaving! 

 
 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 Tonight is the City’s Annual Children’s Halloween Party from 5:30 p.m. to 
8 p.m. in the Community Center.  The ghostly event is free to all children 
12 and under (must be accompanied by a parent). There will be a 
costume contest that at 6:45 p.m., prizes, games, refreshments, and lots 
of candy. 

 Last Saturday, on Make a Difference Day, the City of Montclair celebrated 
the opening of the Montclair Community Fruit Park at Sunset Park.   City 
representatives and staff included Mayor Paul M. Eaton; Mayor Pro Tem 
Bill Ruh; Council Members Leonard Paulitz, Carolyn Raft, and John 
Dutrey; Deputy City Manager Marilyn Staats; Director of Public Safety 
Mike deMoet; Director of Community Development Steve Lustro; Director 
of Public Works Michael Hudson; Director of Human Services Marcia 
Richter; and I.  We were happy to have Assembly Member Freddie 
Rodriguez and Fourth District County Supervisor Gary Ovitt join us as 
well.  In all, there were about 150 members of the community present to 
join in the dedication and ground breaking of the Fruit Park.  After the 
formal ceremony, 30 trees were planted by dignitaries and community 
members.  
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For the past few months, City staff and Incredible Edible Community 
Garden representatives have worked with Montclair Por La Vida and 
Montclair High School to recruit community volunteers, hold planning and 
work meetings, and design the garden.  The ground was prepared a week 
before the actual planting, and final work is now being completed in the 
park. Within the next few months, the trees should start producing fruit for 
the community to enjoy.  
 
Special thanks to everyone who helped to make the dedication a success, 
including City staff; Incredible Edible Community Garden; California 
ReLeaf; Environmental Protection Agency; Supervisor Gary Ovitt; Ontario 
Foundation; Bracero Landscaping; First 5 San Bernardino; Integrated 
Infrastructures, Planning, and Architecture; and The Home Depot-Upland.  
 
Pictures are shared on Page 8. 

 
 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Last Saturday, the Police Department collected the largest amount of 
unwanted prescription drugs since the Drug Enforcement Agency’s (DEA) 
nationwide initiative began three years ago.  October 26 marked the 
DEA’s seventh Nationwide Prescription Drug Take Back Day.  At the 
Police Department, two large containers were filled and a third container  
was partially filled with liquids.  A public message sent out through Nixel 
on October 16 can most likely be credited with the increased participation.  

The Prescription Drug Take Back Day initiative addresses a vital public 
safety and public health issue.  Medicines that languish in home cabinets 
are highly susceptible to diversion, misuse, and abuse.  Rates of 
prescription drug abuse in the U.S. are alarmingly high, as are the number 
of accidental poisonings and overdoses due to these drugs.  Americans 
are now advised that their usual methods for disposing of unused 
medicines—flushing them down the toilet or throwing them in the trash—
both pose potential safety and health hazards. 

 
 Yesterday and today, sworn personnel dropped by the City’s Mini-School 

to visit the adorable children and bring them treats for Halloween.  Officer 
David Taylor took the opportunity to talk to the children about Halloween 
safety. 
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 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 Earlier this year, the Monte Vista Water District completed a water main 
and services replacement project affecting many residential streets in the 
northeast part of the City.  The streets affected by construction were in fair 
to poor condition prior to construction and had been scheduled for 
pavement rehabilitation a few years ago.  However, with the downturn in 
the economy and the need to use the Gas Tax funds programmed for this 
rehabilitation work elsewhere, the pavement rehabilitation work was 
postponed.  When trench repairs were completed by the Water District's 
contractor, the contrast between the new pavement repairs and the 
original pavement was very apparent, and the overall pavement condition 
meant the rehabilitation work could no longer be deferred. 

Three weeks ago Gentry Brothers, Inc., began the pavement rehabilitation 
process, which also included replacement of damaged sidewalk, curb, and 
gutter, and reconstruction of wheelchair ramps to bring them into 
compliance with current City standards.  The actual pavement work 
consisted of grinding about an inch and a half of the existing pavement, 
spreading two inches of new asphalt, and compacting that asphalt with a 
roller.  The $850,000 paving project is funded through the Measure I 
Program.  All work is expected to be completed within the next two weeks. 

 
The process is shown in the pictures below. 
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 Grinding Paving 

 

 
                                                   Compacting 

 
 
 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Now that J.C. Penney Co. (JCP) Chief Executive Officer Mike Ullman 
has slowed the sales decline and amassed enough cash to fund two 
years of operations, he faces his biggest challenge since returning as 
CEO: a holiday season marked by price wars and penny-pinching 
consumers.  Analysts predict U.S. retailers will discount heavily as they 
compete for shoppers concerned by joblessness and budget battles in 
Washington.  While J.C. Penney has shored up its operations and 
finances, Macy's and Kohl's can better afford to cut prices to drive traffic.  
If Ullman is forced to join the price war, he risks hurting profitability and 
burning cash at a faster than projected rate.  

At the same time, Americans are buying less apparel, which makes 
up more than half of J.C. Penney’s sales, as they shift their dollars into 
such durable goods as cars and appliances.  If that trend persists, 
retailers will really pour on the discounts, making Ullman’s task even 
more challenging.  

http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/JCP:US
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/M:US
http://www.bloomberg.com/quote/KSS:US
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"It’s going to be hard," Poonam Goyal, a Bloomberg Industries analyst, 
said in an interview. "Holiday isn’t going to be great for anyone, except 

maybe for off-price retailers."  

Ullman, who returned for his second stint as J.C. Penney’s CEO in April, 
has been working to undo a failed attempt by predecessor Ron Johnson 
to make the Plano, Texas-based department store chain into a 
destination for younger and richer shoppers. While he has had to 
continue paying for expensive renovations Johnson ordered, Ullman has 
reinstituted sales events and brought back popular private-label brands 
that Johnson nixed.  According to J.C. Penny Co., Ullman’s plans helped 
slow the drop in sales at stores open at least 12 months to 4 percent in 
the month through October 5.  Sales rose in women’s apparel, the 
chain’s largest business, the company said, without saying how much.  

 ECS:spa 

"A true friend never gets in your way unless 
you happen to be going down."  
                                  ~ Arnold H. Glasow 

 
                    OCTOBER 2013  

 

31 
Halloween Party Tonight! 
Montclair Community Center 

5:30 p.m. 
- 

8 p.m. 

  

 
 

  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://www.beechtreehouse.com/2013/10/06/family-holloween-party/&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=TKzX0BR1EYOfiM&tbnh=165&tbnw=305&zoom=1&docid=Nws9-g2FhR2DaM&ei=a8luUvXNK4nXiAKj_YHYCg&ved=0CAcQsCU
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                   NOVEMBER 2013  

                             

03 Daylight Savings Time Ends  2:00 a.m. 

04 
City Council Workshop – David Turch & Associates’ 
Federal Legislative Advocate Presentation 

5:45 p.m. 

04 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

05 Election Day  

06 
Community Action Committee Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

11 Veterans Day – City Hall Closed  

12 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

12 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

13 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

14 

League of California Cities Inland Empire Division 
Dinner and 11th Annual James S. Thalman 
Memorial Service Award Presentation 
The Event Center at San Manuel Village 
27923 Highland Avenue, Highland 

6:00 p.m. 

18 

City Council Workshop – R-3 Development 
Standards Related to Implementation of 
Housing Element 
Council Chambers 

5:45 p.m. 

18 Code Enforcement Committee Meeting - Canceled  

18 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

25 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

28 Thanksgiving Day – City Hall Closed  

  

  

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=246&biw=1920&bih=985&tbm=isch&tbnid=NAUiZ6nWwFN-5M:&imgrefurl=http://handsonblog.org/tag/veterans-day/&docid=k_ZK5Fp5DtyMtM&imgurl=http://handsonblog.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/11/Veterans-Day-image.jpg&w=460&h=231&ei=zcxuUvXUK4fpigLAyIHIAg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:93,s:200,i:283&iact=rc&page=6&tbnh=159&tbnw=317&ndsp=50&tx=116&ty=83
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