
 

                      CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

                      Montclair Civic Center 
                                                       5111 Benito Street  
                                                    Montclair, CA 91763  

August 8, 2013 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  August 2-8, 2013 
              

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 In May 2012, the U.S. Supreme Court ordered California to fix its 
overcrowded prison problem, citing constitutional protection against cruel 
and unusual punishment.  In making its ruling, the Court rejected 
California’s bid for more time, and upheld a two-year lower court deadline to 
drastically cut inmate populations in the state’s 33 prisons to 137.5 percent 
of capacity by May 2013.  Within two months of the Court’s decision, 
legislators moved to allocate $5 billion to fund AB 109, a legislative initiative 
signed into law to meet the Court’s order.   

AB 109 shifts the responsibility for incarcerating many low-risk inmates from 
the state to counties—a process known as prison realignment.  Under 
provisions of AB 109, the state continues to incarcerate offenders who 
commit serious, violent, and sexual crimes; and counties supervise, 
rehabilitate, and manage low-level offenders, taking in up to 30,000 state 
prison inmates once the bill is fully implemented.   

By keeping low-level offenders out of state prisons, state corrections 
officials argue California can save up to $500 million annually.   

However, since its radical reshaping of California’s criminal justice 
landscape, AB 109 has presented a number of challenges to county 
officials.  Thousands of former inmates have been released into 
Los Angeles and San Bernardino counties; and though the crimes that 
landed many in jail prior to reassignment to county supervision may be 
considered non-violent, earlier criminal records for many inmates subject to 
realignment indicate a substantial number have earlier records of far more 
serious crimes.   
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Last week, at the City/County Managers Technical Advisory Committee, 
San Bernardino County Sheriff John McMahon reviewed the impact of 
AB 109 within San Bernardino County: 

 107 new probation officers hired to supervise 

inmates released to probation 

 Crime Intelligence Unit/Probation Apprehension 

Team established to address increases in 

probation violations 

 Four additional drug dogs deployed and made 

available to San Bernardino County municipalities 

 6,893 AB 109 offenders prereleased to 

San Bernardino County jails 

 Probation population in San Bernardino County 

presently stands at 25,000 

 30 percent return-to-custody rate for inmates 

released to probation 

 1 in 5 arrestees on probation 

 1 in 6 arrestees booked for violence-related crimes 

 1 in 3 arrestees booked for drug-related crimes 

 Average male arrestee serves 270 days before 

release 

 Average female arrestee serves 230 days before 

release 

 25 percent of jail population granted pretrial release 

 Assaults by inmate population against corrections 

personnel up by 50 percent 

 81 percent of released inmates unsupervised by 

probation officers 

 AB 109 funding to San Bernardino County  is  

$66,181,209—an amount determined inadequate 

by San Bernardino County officials 

 Despite the intent of AB 109, 41 percent of serious 

offenders have fallen to local custody 

County officials are also concerned that a valley fever outbreak in the state 
prison population could force the shutdown of up to 6,000 beds in state 
prisons, requiring the transfer of additional inmates to County facilities.   
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Beyond the lack of adequate funds to meet the objectives of realignment, 
San Bernardino County officials are obviously concerned that local jails 
must now house an inmate population better served at state corrections 
facilities.  Counties must also provide comprehensive inmate medical and 
dental care at costs not yet calculated.   

In another major blow to California’s overcrowded prison system, the U.S. 
Supreme Court, last week, refused to block a lower court ruling that 
9,600 additional inmates must be released from state prisons—the decision 
moves California closer to relocating or freeing those prisoners by the end 
of the year.  State prison officials and Governor Brown argue the order 
could force release of violent criminals, representing a serious threat to 
public safety. 

Courts have consistently ruled against California, declaring the state 
maintains overcrowded prison conditions that violate rights of inmates.  
Governor Brown is under orders to bring the prison population down to 
112,164 by January 2014.  The state argues conditions have improved for 
inmates by transferring tens of thousands of prisoners to the custody of 
counties, and spending several hundred million dollars to improve prison 
health care.  Brown is asking for more time to resolve the state’s prison 
overcrowding issue. 

Faced with the more recent compliance order, state officials will explore 
other options, including sending inmates to out-of-state prisons—a move 
that could prove costly to taxpayers and face opposition from the 
California’s influential prison guard union.  Other potential solutions include 
releasing inmates with serious illnesses and providing early releases to 
several thousand inmates who are nearing the end of their prison terms.   

Local law enforcement officials are decrying the federal decree, stating the 
release of thousands of inmates will have negative impacts on public safety 
and the ability of cities and counties, already stretched thin by the recession, 
to respond effectively. 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 There is no new information to report this week. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 

 The Fire Department participated in National Night Out at Target on 
Tuesday night as evidenced by the picture on the next page.   
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The next evening, a strike team headed out to battle the Silver fire in Riverside 
County.  Captain Sergio Mejia, Engineer Steve Ward, and Firefighter/Paramedic 
Stan Boehm responded on OES331. 

The blaze began shortly after 2 p.m. on Wednesday around Poppet Flats Road 
near Highway 243, south of Banning. The flames consumed 300 acres within two 
hours and ballooned to 2,500 acres an hour later, according to CalFire.  The 
Los Angeles Times reported at least 6,000 acres burned in a matter of hours.   

The fire is burning around Poppet Flats Road near Highway 243, south of 
Banning.  Poppet Flats, Twin Pines and Silent Valley were under mandatory 
evacuation orders due to the blaze, which was said to be burning at a critical 
rate.  Evacuations were also ordered in the Vista Grande and Mt. Edna 
communities. 

According to Captain Lucas Spelman of the California Department of Forestry 
and Fire Protection, two firefighters and one civilian have been injured.  The 
civilian was airlifted to a hospital for treatment.  More than 450 people are fighting 
the fire along with 71 fire engines, 4 air tankers, 5 helicopters, and 2 bulldozers.   

As of early Wednesday evening the fire remained zero percent contained.  
Strong westerly winds continue to challenge the operation. 
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 HUMAN SERVICES DEPARTMENT 

 The Montclair Summer Day Program and Summer Day Camp ended its 
summer of activities on August 2.  The 10-week program, with 85 children, 
was filled with fun activities such as swimming, food crafts, sports, games, 
and field trips such as Knott’s Berry Farm, Splash Kingdom, and Raging 
Waters.  Last Thursday, many of the kids and staff participated in the 
annual Summer Program Talent Show.  

Pictures taken at the Talent Show are featured on Page 11.  
 

 Please join us for the Annual All Employee Summer Bar-B-Que next 
Tuesday, August 13 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Senior Center. The 
luncheon, sponsored by the City Council and City Manager’s office in 
appreciation of each employee’s service, will feature barbecued chicken 
sandwiches and hot dogs, along with side dishes of baked beans, corn, 
potato salad, watermelon, and for dessert—ice cream sundaes and root 
beer floats.  

See you there! 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 The Police Department participated in the 30th anniversary of National 
Night Out on Tuesday at Target.      

Council Members John Dutrey and Bill Ruh attended, as did Community 
Action Committee Chairperson Pat Wooten, Deputy City Manager 
Marilyn Staats, and Human Services Director Marcia Richter.  Fourth 
District County Supervisor Gary Ovitt presented the City with a certificate 
of recognition for its continued commitment to ensuring the public’s safety 
and quality of life for the residents of our community.  Sue Ovitt also 
attended, representing the Chaffey Joint Union High School District Board.  
Representing the Police Department were Police Chief Mike deMoet, 
Police Captain Robert Avels, Police Lieutenants Jason Reed and Brian 
Ventura; Police Officers Rod Godoy, Amanda Holloway, and 
Eric Ruziecki; Reserve Officers Randy Ortiz, Keith Dow, and Nick Lopez; 
Police Cades Candace Martinez and Alan Summers; and Police Chaplain 
Vicki Brobeck.   
 

The introduction of National Night Out, "America’s Night Out Against 

Crime," began in 1984 in an effort to promote involvement in crime 
prevention activities, police-community partnerships, and neighborhood 
camaraderie; and to send a message to criminals letting them know that 
neighborhoods are organized and fighting back.  National Night Out now 
involves over 37 million people and 15,000 communities from all 50 states, 
U.S. Territories, Canadian cities, and military bases worldwide. 
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Left to right, are:  Lt. Brian Ventura, Human Services Director Marcia Richter, 
Lt. Jason Reed, Supervisor Gary and Sue Ovitt, Council Member John Dutrey, 
Deputy City Manager Marilyn Staats, Captain Robert Avels, Chief Mike deMoet, 
and Community Action Committee Chair Pat Wooten. 

 

  
Mayor Pro Tem Bill Ruh joined the group, pictured second from left. 

 



7 

 

 
                          Community Members were able to try on Police equipment. 

 
 

 
    Kids were fingerprinted by Cadet Candace Martinez and Chaplain Vicki Brobeck. 
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Reserve Officer Randy Ortiz 

  

 
Reserve Officer Nick Lopez 

 

 

 On Monday, August 5, 2013, Chief deMoet attended the Chaffey Joint 
Union High School District’s (CJUHSD) 2013-2014 school year kickoff at 
Chaffey High School. The event was attended by over 2000 CJUHSD 
teachers and employees.  Chief Mike deMoet and Ontario Police Chief 
Eric Hopley represented local police departments.   



9 

 

Superintendent Holton discussed the District’s achievements from the 
previous school year and provided a summary of what to look forward to 
for the new school year.  James Worthy, Laker great and retired American 
professional basketball player, spoke to the group of educators about his 
life experiences and the importance of building a strong educational 
background.  
  

 
James Worthy 

 

 
 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 Work was completed this week on the Ramona Avenue street 
rehabilitation project from Mission Boulevard south to Phillips Boulevard.  
The work included the repair of a sewer line offset; installation of a new 
irrigation system and vine planting; installation of new pervious concrete 
gutters (to address storm water quality issues); repair of curb, gutter, and 
sidewalk; pavement grinding and overlay; and new striping and raised 
pavement markers.  During construction of this project, and in response to 
a complaint from a resident on nearby Monte Verde Street, some curb, 
gutter, and sidewalk repairs were made on that street, and Monte Verde 
Street and Buckskin Avenue were crack sealed and slurry sealed. 

KAD Paving Company was the contractor for this project, having been 
awarded the contract by the City Council in April.  The total cost of the 
project was approximately $530,000.  San Bernardino County contributed 
$32,000 to the project for the portion of work done in an unincorporated 
County area.  Remaining funds came from the City Gas Tax and Sewer 
Funds. 
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 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 There is no new information to report this week. 

 

ECS:spa 

"In school, I could hear the leaves rustle 
and go on a journey."  

                                  ~ Clint Eastwood 
 

                      
                       AUGUST 2013 

  

12 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

13 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

13 
All Employees Summer Bar-B-Que 
Montclair Senior Center 

Noon 
- 

1:30 p.m. 

14 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

15 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

15 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

19 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

19 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

26 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

27 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=130&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=KvC8lwq02IxFXM:&imgrefurl=http://worshipingwithchildren.blogspot.com/2013/07/back-to-school-2013.html&docid=ElUDuTpxo0uJ1M&imgurl=http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-8xM2q7AQ8zY/Ud4CtBs513I/AAAAAAAAD_4/vqhXPSZhpS4/s400/back-to-schoo%2B2l.jpg&w=1600&h=960&ei=-DkBUoCNOoPRiwKF2IC4Cg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:35,s:100,i:109&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=168&tbnw=271&ndsp=49&tx=119&ty=91
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