
 

                      CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

                      Montclair Civic Center 
                                                       5111 Benito Street  
                                                    Montclair, CA 91763  

August 1, 2013 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager    
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  July 26-August 1, 2013 
              

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 There is no new information to report this week. 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 Yesterday, the monthly Senior Nutrition Birthday Party was held at the 
Community Center.  Over 250 seniors enjoyed lunch and entertainment at 
the Independence Day-themed event.  Nicola Martinez, daughter of 
Planning Commissioner Manny Martinez, sang the National Anthem.  On 
display were photos of senior participants’ family members and children, 
who served in the military.  Photos ranged from the Civil War to the 
Afghanistan War.  There was also a performance by the Montclair Walkers 
Choral Group. 

Photos can be found on Page 8.  

 Mark your calendars to join us for the Annual All Employee Summer Bar-
B-Que on Tuesday, August 13 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Senior 
Center. The event is being sponsored by the City Council and the City 
Manager’s office in appreciation for each employee’s service.  Lunch will 
include barbecued chicken sandwiches, hot dogs, side dishes, and a 
special sweet treat.  

I hope to see everyone there! 
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 Construction on The Paseos is continuing to move along at full speed, as 
shown in the photos, below.  Framing on several of the residential 
buildings along the west side of the site is well underway.  Another notable 
change this week is the commencement of landscaping around the 
community building at the corner of Monte Vista Avenue and Olive Street.  
Several trees have been planted and detail work around the building, such 
as tile work, lighting and fencing, is in the process of being installed. 
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 On Tuesday night approximately 200 people, including Council Member 
Carolyn Raft and City employees, attended the final 2013 Summer 
Concert Series performance at Alma Hofman Park. The concert was the 
final of five nights of music in the park and featured an outstanding 
performance by the popular band, The Ravelers.  Pictures of the band are 
included on Page 9.                                                                                      

Special thanks go to the Montclair Recreation staff for selling refreshments 
and providing children’s activities at all five concerts; and to the Montclair 
Police Department’s Reserve Officers for lending their presence at each 
concert. 
 
We look forward to next year’s Summer Concert Series. 
 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 Information Technology Specialist Ricky Tankersley and Senior Intern 
Travis Agajanian worked diligently at the Police Department this week 
installing new MDC (Mobile Data Computer) modems and software in all 
of the Police units.  Updating the MDC’s has been a lengthy process, and 
we look forward to eliminating the technical glitches we have experienced 
in the past.

Special thanks go to Ricky and Travis for their dedication to getting this 
project completed. 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Fire Engineer Greg Poupard recently retired from the City after 31 years of 
service.  He started his career in June 1982 as a Reserve Firefighter and 
was hired as a full-time Firefighter in September 1983.  Greg promoted to 
Fire Engineer in 2007.  During his career, he served a two-year term as 
president of the Montclair Firefighter's Association (MFFA).  

Greg was a member of the Fire Department's Apparatus and 
Diversity Committees and served as the crew’s Public Education 
Coordinator.  He was instrumental in developing the Puppet "Match 
Safety" Program, which was presented to elementary school children.  
Greg played the part of "Nitro" (the one who loved to play with matches).  
This presentation was very popular with the schools and was a valuable 
tool in teaching children about fire safety. 
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With an interest in the Global Imaging System (GIS), Greg volunteered to 
manage the Department’s mapping responsibilities. He made suggestions 
and obtained examples on how to use GIS to enhance incident preplans, 
and he created new "quick reference" maps for use in emergency 
response vehicles and around the station. 

Greg always took on special projects related to maintenance or functional 
improvement of both stations and the equipment, often working on these 
extra projects during his unassigned time.  He was responsible for 
coordinating the shift-inspection program, which initially entailed many 
hours of data entry. 
 
We congratulate Greg on his retirement and thank him for being 
dedicated, loyal, and a true professional. 

 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 Last Friday, July 26, the Gold Line Construction Authority hosted a 
celebration to mark the 10th anniversary of passenger service between 
Union Station and Pasadena on the Gold Line.  More than 100 people 
attended the Del Mar Station event.  

Congresswoman Judy Chu, State Assemblyman Chris Holden, Pasadena 
Mayor Bill Bogaard, Claremont Councilman Sam Pedroza, and former 
Los Angeles Councilman Ed Reyes were among the numerous speakers 
during the event, which was emceed by Construction Authority Board 
Chairman Doug Tessitor.  A statement was also read by Congressman 
Adam Schiff. 
 
Each speaker discussed the many benefits the Gold Line has brought to 
the region, including economic development, jobs, long-term changes to 
the framework of the cities it connects, and, most importantly, changes to 
the way people travel.  County Supervisor Michael Antonovich noted 
ridership now exceeds 44,000 boardings each weekday, surpassing 
ridership on the Green Line which opened for service in 1995 (eight years 
ahead of the Gold Line). Additionally, Metro board members 
Michael Antonovich, Glendale Councilman Ara Najarian, and Duarte 
Councilman John Fasana discussed the importance of completing the line 
to Montclair and then Ontario Airport.  The three committed themselves to 
working together to get the funding for the next half of the Foothill 
Extension. 

 

It was a wonderful event that highlighted the continuing support and 
consensus found throughout this corridor for the Gold Line and its future 
extensions.  The Gold Line Construction Authority thanked the officials, 
their staff, the Construction Authority board members, and the many 



5 

 

community members that took time out of their day to help celebrate this 
important achievement for the region. 
 
A link to a video is provided showing Gold Line users discussing what the 
line has meant to them over the last decade and what they have to say to 
future riders from the Foothill Extension cities. 
 

 I would like to take this opportunity to welcome our most recent full-time 
employees in the Public Works Department.    

James Houston has filled the vacant Sewer Leadworker position, created 
by the retirement of Paul Malacara last year. 

 
Streets Division Maintenance Worker Ron Barron has filled the vacant 
Graffiti Abatement Worker position, created when Hank Merenda retired 
this past May.  And part-time Maintenance Worker Mario Ross has filled 
the full-time Maintenance Worker vacancy, created by Ron Barron. 
 
Wendy Hsiao has been hired as the City’s new NPDES Environmental 
Compliance Inspector, replacing Tanya Honeycutt who resigned in April to 
accept a similar position with the City of Fontana.   

 
Please join the Public Works Department in welcoming James, Mario, and 
Wendy to the City of Montclair Family. 
   

 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Last Thursday, over 60 people attended the Montclair Chamber of 
Commerce Ribbon Cutting Ceremony at the new office located at 
8880 Benson Avenue.  The event was a wonderful mix of attendees from 
the local business community, Chamber ambassadors, the City of 
Montclair, and other government officials.   

The customary certificates were presented to Chamber of Commerce 
President/CEO Darleen Curley by Mayor Paul Eaton, 4th District County 
Supervisor Gary Ovitt, Wendy Medina of Congresswoman’s 
Gloria Negrete McLeod’s Office, Marisol Guerra of State Senator’s 
Norma Torres’ Office, and Sue Ovitt of the Chaffey Joint Union High 
School District School Board.          

Since 1958, the Montclair Chamber of Commerce has dedicated itself to 
promoting business growth and a business-friendly climate in Montclair 
and the surrounding area.  The City of Montclair greatly appreciates the 
Chamber’s mission to support the Montclair business community. 

A photo of the ribbon cutting ceremony is shown on Page 6.  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001s7g3IZwgyjzcXDK6nH-l7f9WgNMvHEOWlytpFzj4zF5qWpSTsHttjXFsvruec2c039u01MM7WEtRQ0eQeiZGuzWoA71fb0oqJTmn9rcDX1Rkvs47UNRfo1jacTDywD8R9Vby3oyInBrqZunS2_0tCOkK-4UhPy7Iwuf7aoYzJYozY64wnKutCfoyoHJwjn5iQFxevcXscGEcZBXYBiYb2aTBjmzINV2b
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ECS:spa 

"Always be a little kinder than necessary."  
                                  ~ James M. Barrie 
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                      AUGUST 2013 

 

5 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

12 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

13 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

13 
All Employees Summer Bar-B-Que 
Montclair Senior Center 

Noon 
- 

1:30 p.m. 

14 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

15 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

15 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

19 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

19 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

26 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

27 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?start=104&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=UYAea0KHp3CrHM:&imgrefurl=http://shantimarie.wordpress.com/category/beach/&docid=JBrQtoUdo9vTaM&imgurl=http://farm3.static.flickr.com/2147/2249299800_0f3e20edca.jpg&w=500&h=393&ei=NpruUb2uB-OsigLF5YHQCg&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:6,s:100,i:22&iact=rc&page=4&tbnh=172&tbnw=217&ndsp=37&tx=128&ty=105
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