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                      CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

                      Montclair Civic Center 
                                                       5111 Benito Street  
                                                    Montclair, CA 91763  

June 27, 2013 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager   
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  June 21-27, 2013 
              

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 Due to a short workweek and scheduled vacations, I will not be publishing a 
City Manager’s Weekly Report next week.  I wish everyone a happy and 
safe Fourth of July! 

 Last week, at Metro’s Executive Management Committee meeting, County 
Supervisor and Metro Chairman Mike Antonovich introduced a motion 
requiring Metro staff to update Los Angeles County’s Measure R 
Expenditure Plan Amendment to include the latest project information for all 
Measure R projects.  Measure R is a one-half percent sales tax measure for 
new transit projects approved by Los Angeles County voters in 2008 and 
sent to the ballot by legislative mandate under AB 2321.  Specifically, 
Antonovich identified the need to update inaccurate information for the Gold 
Line Foothill Extension from Pasadena to Claremont project, which currently 
only reflects completion to Azusa.  The motion passed unanimously, and 
was to be heard by the full board today. 

  
To facilitate the decision, the Gold Line Construction Authority has provided 
the Metro Board with accurate information required to complete the voter-
mandated project to Claremont.  Updated information includes changing the 
estimated project cost from $758 billion to $1.714 billion, and the project 
completion date from 2015-16 to 2022. 
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In addition, the Metro Board has received a number of letters from regional 
agencies and cities along the Foothill Extension corridor, including 
Montclair, asking that outdated information be corrected, and that the Board 
include funding to complete the Foothill Extension project to Claremont. 

Twelve members of the state Legislature from the San Gabriel Valley and 
Inland Empire have also stepped into the fray, asking the Metro Board to 
postpone today's hearing on $16 billion worth of accelerated L.A.-subway 
and light-rail projects because the legislators contend the list is outdated, 
inaccurate, and leaves off the Gold Line Foothill Extension from Azusa to 
Montclair.  Political analysts see the legislators' plea for more time as a way 
to allow a different Metro Board to decide which transit projects get built 
sooner rather than later during the next three decades—presumably a board 
without Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa.  Villaraigosa's eight-year 
term as mayor ends midnight June 30 when Mayor-Elect Eric Garcetti 
becomes mayor and takes his seat on the powerful Metro Board.  Garcetti 
gets to appoint three members, with the remainder of the Board made up of 
the five county supervisors plus four representatives from the 88 cities 
within the county.  Villaraigosa has been seen as oppositional to the Gold 
Line Foothill Extension Project, and carrying too much control over Metro 
Board members. 

The 12 lawmakers want Metro's 13-member Board to hold off on a vote until 
at least July 25, when Metro staff can add the full cost of the second Gold 
Line Foothill Extension, as well as the real costs for other projects which 
Metro lists as "to be determined."  The legislators say Metro's funding 
strategy "lacks transparency" and is in violation of AB 2321.  The lawmakers 
include: state senators Bob Huff, R-Diamond Bar; Ed Hernandez, D-West 
Covina; Carol Liu, D-Pasadena, and Norma Torres, D-Pomona; and 
assembly members Roger Hernandez, D-West Covina, Ed Chau, D-
Monterey Park; Curt Hagman, R-Chino Hills; Ron Calderon, D-Montebello; 
Chris Holden, D-Pasadena; and Cristina Garcia, D-Artesia. 

If the Metro list of projects accurately reflects the total cost of the Foothill 
Extension of about $1.714 billion, and lists the project in its entirety, then 
San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG)—San Bernardino 
County’s transportation agency—will take the baton and support bringing 
the light-rail line across the county line to Montclair, and ultimately to Los 
Angeles/Ontario International Airport, making it the first east-west rail line to 
serve inside an airport in Southern California.   
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 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

 Last week I reported on the passing of Bonnie Vodvarka, wife of Planning 
Commissioner Don Vodvarka.  Bonnie was 63 when she died on June 19 
from cardiac arrest.     

Memorial services will be held tomorrow (June 28) at 11 a.m. at Ontario 
Elks Lodge 1419, located at 1150 West Fourth Street in Ontario. 

Our condolences go out to Don Vodvarka, and Bonnie’s son, Brian; 
daughter, Kimberly; and granddaughter Caitlyn.  

 Plan to join us Tuesday night for the first of five free concerts in the park as 
part of the 2013 Summer Concert Series.  All concerts will be held at 
Alma Hofman Park (Shark Park), beginning at 7 p.m.    

Enjoy a fun evening in the park, and be sure to bring your friends and 
family, blankets, lawn chairs, and a picnic dinner. The Splash Pad will 
remain open until 8 p.m. on concert nights.  New for 2013, free children’s 
activities will be featured along with the concerts. 

The concert schedule is as follows: 
  

July 2   Remember Then (classic rock) 
July 9   Ron Johnson Band (all-American favorites) 
July 16    To Be Announced 
July 23    The Silverado’s (country) 
July 30    The Ravelers (classic rock) 

  
 POLICE DEPARTMENT

 Robert Avels was sworn in as Police Captain by Chief Mike deMoet on 
Wednesday in a ceremony attended by members of his family and peers.  
Captain Avels was promoted from Police Lieutenant on June 17.  He has 
been with the Police Department since 1996. 

Robert will be officially introduced as Police Captain by Police Chief 
Mike deMoet at Monday night’s City Council meeting.  
 
Congratulations, Captain Avels! 

 
            FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 During the past several weeks, Fire Prevention personnel have been busy 
coordinating efforts to get the word out to Montclair residents and those 
within its sphere of influence that fireworks of any type are illegal and 
dangerous.   

This coordinated effort began prior to the end of the school year as     
flyers were distributed to all elementary and junior high schools within the 
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City.  Similar flyers were sent out to residents with the City’s sewer and 
trash billing system; an announcement was placed on the City’s website; 
slides were placed on the television in the City Hall foyer; and Public 
Works staff hung banners on light poles throughout the City.  On Tuesday, 
Deputy Fire Marshal Scott Sherwood posted informational flyers in the 
southern portion of the City where most fireworks violations occur. 
 
On the evening of July 4, on-duty Fire Suppression crews and Police 
personnel will patrol the City and County areas to enforce the City’s Zero 
Tolerance Fireworks Program.  Violators may be issued a fine of up to 
$1,000. 

 Summer weather is upon us again and it is time to think about ways to 
"Beat the Heat" by staying healthy and cool.  While heat-related deaths 
and illnesses are preventable, annually many people are affected by 
extreme heat.  The following are a few helpful tips that will make your 
summer  more enjoyable: 

 Drink plenty of fluids.  Increase your fluid intake regardless 
of your activity level.  Do not wait until you are thirsty to 
drink.  Do not drink liquids that contain alcohol or large 
amounts of sugar.  Also avoid very cold drinks because they 
can cause stomach cramps.  If your doctor limits the amount 
of fluid you drink or you take water pills, ask your doctor how 
much you should drink during hot weather. 

 Wear appropriate clothing.  Wear a wide-brimmed hat to 
cover your face and neck.  Also, wear loose-fitting clothing to 
keep cool and to protect your skin from the sun. 

 Liberally apply sunscreen.   Apply sunscreen 15 minutes 
before going outside and reapply at least every 2 hours.  A 
variety of sunscreens are available to reduce the risk of 
sunburn.  Select SPF 15 or higher and follow the directions 
on the package. 

 Reduce sun exposure.   Reduce exposure to the sun from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. when UV rays are the strongest.  Stay 
indoors, and if at all possible, stay in an air-conditioned 
place.  If your home does not have air conditioning, go to a 
shopping mall or public library that does.  Even a few hours 
spent in air conditioning can help your body stay cooler 
when you go back into the heat.  To find a public Cooling 
Center near you, dial 2-1-1. 

 Do not leave people or animals in parked vehicles unattended. 
Never leave infants, children, the elderly, or pets unattended in a 
parked vehicle.  It can take as little as 10 minutes for the temperature 
inside a car to rise to levels that can kill. 

 Prevent overheating.  Use cool compresses, misting, showers, and 
baths to stay cool. 
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 Check on those at risk.  Although anyone at anytime can suffer 
from a heat-related illness, some people are at greater risk than 
others.  Check regularly on infants and young children, people 65 
years or older, and those that are physically ill, especially with heart 
disease or high blood pressure. 

 

For more information about extreme heat and heat-related illnesses, visit 
the following websites: 
 
San Bernardino Department of Public Health 
http://www.sbcounty.gov/pubhlth/ph_divisions/preparedness_response/nat
ural_disasters.htm 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/ 
 
American Red Cross 
www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340158_He
atWave.pdf 

 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 This past weekend, a hit-and-run driver drove up an embankment on 
Palo Verde Street east of Monte Vista Avenue and drove through the 
wrought-iron fence that surrounds the Montclair Caboose at Freedom 
Plaza.   

On Monday, Maintenance Lead Worker Jeff Flanders was assigned to 
make the necessary repairs.  As luck would have it, Jeff just happened to 
have a piece of fence from the old caboose site at Alma Hofman Park.  
With some slight modifications—a little welding and painting— you would 
never know the fence had been damaged.   
 
Thanks go to Jeff for a job well done.  Before-and-after photos are shown 
below: 
 

http://www.sbcounty.gov/pubhlth/ph_divisions/preparedness_response/natural_disasters.htm
http://www.sbcounty.gov/pubhlth/ph_divisions/preparedness_response/natural_disasters.htm
http://www.bt.cdc.gov/disasters/extremeheat/
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340158_HeatWave.pdf
http://www.redcross.org/images/MEDIA_CustomProductCatalog/m4340158_HeatWave.pdf
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                                                     Damaged Fencing 
 

 
Repaired Fencing 

 
 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 Over 60 people attended the Annual Montclair Chamber of Commerce 
Installation of Officers and Directors Awards & Recognition Luncheon on 
Wednesday, June 26 at John’s Incredible Pizza.  Several dignitaries 
attended the event and presented certificates to new and outgoing 
Chamber directors and officers, as well as outstanding ambassadors.  
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From the City, Mayor Paul Eaton, Mayor Pro Tem Bill Ruh, and Council 
Member Leonard Paulitz were all in attendance.  In addition, several 
legislative representatives were also present, including 4th District County 
Supervisor Gary Ovitt, Zafar Inam of Congresswoman Gloria Negrete 
McLeod’s Office, and Marisol Guerra of State Senator Norma Torres’ 
Office.         

Chamber of Commerce President/CEO Darleen Curley served as Master 
of Ceremonies.  The Chamber installed the following new officers and 
directors: Henry Anchondo of San Bernardino County Workforce 
Development, Virgel Mabini of Wells Fargo Bank, Bobby Hyde of 
Ben Bridge Jeweler, Gregory Brentano of Montclair Hospital Medical 
Center, Sid Burks of Chaffey Community College, Steve Hammitt of 
Hammitt Benefits Group, Barbara Johnson of Travel by Design, 
Joe Lindsey of Elephant Bar Restaurant, Scott Poddig of Bowlium Lanes, 
and Pat Rees of Montclair Kiwanis.  The event also installed Rosa Rangel 
of Montclair Florist as Member at Large.  

A highlight of the awards ceremony was Pat Rees of Montclair Kiwanis 

Club winning the "Ambassador of the Year" title for the fourth year in a 
row.   

The City of Montclair greatly appreciates all the diligent work provided by 
the Montclair Chamber of Commerce and its dynamic group of officers 
and directors.  The City is thankful to have such diligent ambassadors that 
volunteer their time all year long in support of the Montclair business 
community.     

 

 As e-commerce has grown, certain skeptics have been predicting the 
death of brick-and-mortar retail stores as shopping on the internet has 
grown.  But, it seems the predictions of demise may be overblown.  
Retailers, as well as mall owners, are making changes in their real estate 
decisions to accommodate today’s consumers.  These consumers are 

looking for the "experience" of shopping.  "The smart landlords and smart 
retailers see the attack of e-commerce, and experiential retailing is seeing 

the way they’re going to compete," said Garrick Brown, Director of 
Research at commercial real estate firm Cassidy Turley. 

Experiential retailing, he says, creates an experience beyond shopping 
that emotionally ties the consumer to coming to the store.  It’s considered 
a component you can’t get online.  Experiences such as dining out, going 
to a movie with friends, or participating in community events are the main 
reasons why some people prefer going to a mall versus online shopping.  
While shopping online continues to grow, a recent survey conducted by 
C & T Marketing Group for mall owner Glimcher Realty Trust showed 
people prefer malls because they offer a tactile experience in a social 

context.  Michael Glimcher, CEO of Glimcher Realty Trust, said "the 
survey validated our belief that the mall must offer things to do, not just 
things to buy." 
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The attention to the consumer by retailers and mall owners is beginning to 
have an effect, says Bill Martin, founder of retail traffic tracker 
ShopperTrak.  On the average, malls in the U.S. saw a 4.8 percent rise in 
total traffic in 2012, which was the first increase since 2005.  And physical 
retail stores represented 9.8 percent times more retail sales than those 
generated via electronic shopping and mail order.   

Greg Maloney, CEO of the retail arm of commercial real estate firm 

Jones Lang LaSalle said, "shopping center owners that can offer 
something consumers can’t get at home, online, or anywhere else, are the 

owners that will be successful in this new age of e-commerce."   

Spinoso Real Estate Group, managers of Montclair Plaza, understand the 
need for experiential retailing.  Staff is looking forward to seeing plans 
developed by Spinoso Real Estate Group that incorporate this retail 
concept in the near future. 
 

ECS:spa 

"I am thankful for all of those who said NO to 

me.  It’s because of them I’m doing it myself." 

                    ~ Albert Einstein 
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                         JULY 2013 

   

1 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

4 Independence Day – City Offices Closed  

8 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

9 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

10 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

15 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

15 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

18 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

18 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

22 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

30 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl&imgrefurl=http://techjost.com/2012/06/30/july-4-2012-flag-wallpaper/&h=0&w=0&sz=1&tbnid=hrYSEkfcn11NJM&tbnh=207&tbnw=244&zoom=1&docid=n-ZYv_6nOagBVM&ei=0GrIUeOTGsS_yQHQi4DwBQ&ved=0CAYQsCU

