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                      CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

                      Montclair Civic Center 
                                                       5111 Benito Street  
                                                    Montclair, CA 91763  

June 20, 2013 

TO:  Honorable Mayor and City Council 

FROM: Edward C. Starr, City Manager   
 
SUBJECT: CITY MANAGER’S WEEKLY REPORT:  June 14-20, 2013 
              

 

 CITY MANAGER/ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENTS 

 This past Friday, the Metrolink Board of Directors voted to make several 
changes to the system’s fares and fare policy.  New prices and fares can be 
viewed here at the Metrolink website.  Fare changes will help Metrolink 
close an existing $10.2 million funding gap in the transit agency’s Fiscal 
Year 2013-14 budget. 

Effective July 1,  2013: 
 

1. Metrolink will institute a 5 percent system-wide 
average fare increase. 

2. Student Fares will not increase—individuals with a 
valid student ID will enjoy 15 percent off one-way, 
round-trip, 7-day, and monthly passes. 

3. The Weekend Pass will become the Weekend Day 
Pass, priced at $10, valid for system-wide travel on 
EITHER Saturday OR Sunday.  Monthly Pass holders 
can still ride system-wide starting on Friday at 7 p.m. 
through Sunday at 11:59 p.m.  

4. Metrolink will discontinue the OCLINK Pass. 

  

http://www.metrolinktrains.com/ticketspricing/
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Beginning this fall, Personal Care Attendants (PCA) will be required to 
obtain a Metrolink PCA Identification Card.  The PCA card will allow an 
individual to accompany a disabled passenger during their trip.  The first 
PCA application will cost $25, and every application thereafter will be $10. 

 
Metrolink has also introduced a new turnstile gate latching system.  Metro 

riders will now be required to "tap" on Metro turnstiles to gain entry to the 
train boarding area.  Metro has converted to a new fare media (TAP card) 
that is tapped against the turnstile to deduct the fare amount.  To maintain 
the seamless, free transfer between Metro and Metrolink systems, all 
Metrolink passes now contain a chip that can be read by Metro turnstiles.  
The way in which Metrolink passes are used on-board Metrolink services 
will remain the same.  For additional information on Metrolink’s TAP 
compatible ticket, go to www.metrolinktrains.com/tap. 
 
Metrolink is celebrating its 20th year of operation, with over 7 routes through 
a 6-county, 512 route-mile network.  Metrolink is the 3rd largest commuter 
rail agency in the United States, based on directional route miles, and the 
7th largest, based on annual ridership. 

 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

 The City of Montclair is proud to announce the upcoming Summer Concert 
Series.  Plan to join us Tuesday nights starting July 2 for free concerts at 
Alma Hofman (Shark) Park at 7 p.m.  Enjoy a fun evening in the park, and 
be sure to bring your friends and family, blankets, lawn chairs, and a picnic 
dinner. The Splash Pad will remain open until 8 p.m. on concert nights.  

The concert schedule is as follows: 
  
July 2   Remember Then (classic rock) 
July 9   Ron Johnson Band (all-American favorites) 
July 16  To Be Announced 
July 23  The Silverado’s (country) 
July 30  The Ravelers (classic rock) 
  

 Staff received information this week that, after nearly two years of 
negotiations, Spinoso Real Estate Group has executed a lease with Gold's 
Gym to occupy the former Circuit City building on the north side of 
Moreno Street, across from Montclair Plaza.  The 40,000 square-foot 
anchor tenant space has been vacant since March 2009, when the former 
electronics retailer closed all of its 567 stores as a result of bankruptcy.  It is 
expected the architectural team for Gold's Gym will begin meeting soon with 
Community Development staff to discuss the proposed renovation of the 
space.   

 
  

http://www.metrolinktrains.com/tap
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Joe Gold opened his first fitness center in Venice, California in 1965.  The 
company now operates over 700 locations in 36 states and 30 countries.  
The nearest Gold's Gym locations to Montclair are in West Covina and 
Fullerton. 
 

 It is with much sadness that I report the passing yesterday of 
Bonnie Vodvarka, wife of Montclair Planning Commissioner Don Vodvarka.  
Bonnie was rushed to Montclair Doctors’ Hospital at approximately 
3:40 p.m., after suffering cardiac arrest.  CPR and other life-saving 
procedures were administered at the home and en route to the hospital.  
Don was at Bonnie’s side throughout the ordeal.   

The Montclair City family sends its condolences to Don and the family 
members during this difficult time in their lives.   
 

 POLICE DEPARTMENT

 On Tuesday, Chief Mike deMoet and Officer Dave Taylor attended the 
Chaffey Joint Union High School District (CJUHSD) Board meeting 
chaired by Board President, Sue Ovitt. During the meeting, CJUHSD 
Superintendent Mat Holton and the Board of Directors recognized 
Officer Taylor for his outstanding performance during his assignment to 
Montclair High School (MHS) as a School Resource Officer.  

Officer Taylor has served at MHS since the 2005-06 school year.  He has 
not only been instrumental in changing the culture and climate of 
Montclair, he has taken his assignment to the next level so that his duties 
go beyond that of a School Resource Officer.  Some noteworthy highlights 
include: 

 Crime prevention and interventions 
 Classroom presentations on current trends and events 
 Truancy sweeps 
 SARB Committee member 
 Home visits 
 Communication with the middle schools  
 Counseling and mediation between students 
 Parents/student intervention conferences 
 Providing resources of interventions to the community 
 Participating in and providing feedback for emergency drills 

and intruder drills 
 Highly visible presence on campus 

Dave has earned the trust of the students, staff, and community. For his 
service and care, the MHS student body dedicated the school’s yearbook 
to him in 2012.  Dave’s peers named him the Montclair Police Department 
Officer of the Year 2012.  
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Officer Taylor is a staple in the Montclair community and is often seen at 
most MHS events on his days off.  When MHS Principal Martin Alvarado 
asked Dave why he cares so much about Montclair High School, he 

responded, "I graduated from Montclair High in 1985.  Once a Cavalier, 

always a Cavalier!"   

 Reserve Officers volunteered their time on Saturday, June 15 to 
supplement the Police Department’s traffic enforcement efforts.  Their 
collective efforts resulted in 75 issued citations, plus they assisted with 
calls for service.  So far this year, our Reserve Officers have conducted 
six traffic enforcement details in addition to their regular monthly patrol 
functions. 

Special thanks to Reserve Captain Ron Foss, Reserve Sergeant Frank 
Fonseca, and Reserve Officers Joe Kuskie and Nick Lopez for 
participating in this month’s program! 

 FIRE DEPARTMENT 

 Division Chief Steve Jackson attended Montclair Little League’s closing 
day ceremonies on Saturday, June 15 at Saratoga Park.  The program 
included the announcement of the teams in the league, the 2013 all-star 
teams, and the championship teams.   

Division Chief Jackson had the opportunity to throw out the honorary last 
pitch of the 2013 Season.  This is the second time Steve has had the 
fortunate opportunity to participate in these ceremonies. 

 PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

 On Monday, the Montclair City Council adopted the 2013-18 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP).  CIPs are generally adopted as a five-year 
plan identifying projects and their funding sources.  Listed below are a few 
of the upcoming projects that have been identified and adopted by the City 
Council.   

Northeast Montclair Street Rehabilitation Project 
Residential streets in the northeastern part of the City that have been 
scarred by recent water main and service upgrades will be resurfaced.  
The limits are generally bounded by San Bernardino Street, Benson 
Avenue, San Jose Street, and Central Avenue.  Funding for this project 
comes from the Gas Tax Fund. 

 
Recreation Building Facility Upgrades 
This project will renovate existing restroom and shower facilities, weight 
room, and racquetball courts to bring the building into compliance with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  Community Development Block Grants 
will fund this project. 
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Sunrise Park Block Wall Replacement 
This project will remove and replace approximately 285 feet of an 8-foot 
high block wall that borders the north side of the park.  The wall is a 
combination of retaining wall and garden wall.  The project limits begin at 
the eastern walkway pedestrian gate and terminate 285 feet to the west.  
Funding for this project comes from the Park Development Fund. 
 
North Central Avenue Rule 20 Utility Undergrounding 
Overhead utilities in the 8700 block of Central Avenue will be removed 
and constructed underground.  The project limits are on the west side of 
Central Avenue from Richton Street to the Union Pacific bicycle trail.  
Successor Agency Bond Proceeds will fund this project. 
 
Monte Vista Avenue/Union Pacific Grade Separation Project 
A bridge over the Union Pacific Railroad tracks at Monte Vista Avenue will 
be constructed.  The project includes right-of-way acquisition.  Measure I 
and federal funding will be used. 
 

 The City recently awarded a contract to Canning Hunger, a nonprofit 
organization that provides quality curb address painting for local cities as a 
fundraiser to help feed families in need.  Canning Hunger is the only 
organization that has applied for a Business License to operate in 
Montclair.  Canning Hunger workers will only be allowed to paint 4-inch 
black numerals on a white reflective background.  The painting of pictures, 
emblems, and murals next to the curb address is not permitted.   

The estimated value of this service is $15, but residents are under no 
obligation to pay.  However, every $15 received will provide an 
estimated one week’s worth of food for a family of four.  

All Canning Hunger Volunteers/Contractors will: 
 

 wear a Canning Hunger T-shirt (orange or white) 
 carry a Canning Hunger Picture ID 
 have a copy of the City Business License 
 carry a Canning Hunger proof manual 
 offer Canning Hunger donation receipts 
 not visit your home after 7:30 p.m. or on Sundays. 

 
Once Canning Hunger has completed its distribution of informational door 
hangers, painting will proceed.  If you notice anyone other than Canning 
Hunger workers painting the curbs, or if you have any questions, please 
contact Public Works Office Specialist Cenica Leonard at (909) 625-9480. 
 

 SUCCESSOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY/MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 

 As the recession slowly recedes, an increasing number of Americans say 
they are less frugal than they were a few years ago, a fact currently 
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evidenced in restaurant sales.  Restaurant sales are at an all-time high, 
and at least one survey says consumers expect to spend more dining out 
as soon as their pocketbooks allow, according to nbcnews.com.  Sales at 
eating and drinking places in April reached $45.9 billion, a $200 million 
seasonally adjusted increase from the previous high in December 2012, 
according to figures from the U.S. Census Bureau.   

Forty-nine percent of adults said they were not eating in restaurants as 
often as they would like, according to a survey conducted by ORC 
International (formerly Opinion Research Corporation).  Women were 
more likely than men (54 percent versus 44 percent) to want to dine out 
more often.  These survey results suggest that once consumers are 
feeling more confident about their personal finances, they will be primed to 
dine out more frequently.  The restaurant numbers arrive at the same time 
consumers tell Gallup they are less frugal than they were a few years ago.  
Only 41 percent of Americans now say they are spending less money,  
compared with 57 percent in 2010, according to Gallup’s annual Economy 
and Personal Finance survey, which was conducted this past April. 

Twenty-six percent of Americans surveyed in April said they are spending 
more money than before, and 32 percent said it’s about the same.  
However, many of the Americans who are spending less say it’s their new 
normal.  That is especially true for individuals closest to retirement age.  
About 46 percent of people in the 50 to 64 age bracket say they are 
spending less.  It’s the 18- to 29-year olds that are most likely to open their 
wallets these days, with 33 percent telling Gallup they are spending more 
money than before. 

ECS:spa 

"Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on 
the grass under trees on a summer’s day, 
listening to the murmur of the water, or 
watching the clouds float across the sky, is by 

no means a waste of time." 

                    ~ John Lubbock 
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                         JUNE 2013 

   
20 Summer Begins  

24 Planning Commission Meeting - Canceled  

25 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

26 
Montclair Chamber of Commerce Installation of 
Officers and Directors Awards & Recognition 
Luncheon, John’s Incredible Pizza 

11:30 a.m. 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?hl=en&biw=1920&bih=955&tbm=isch&tbnid=Ydkci2yKGpYKTM:&imgrefurl=http://www.mille-soeren.dk/07_Clipart_JPG_GIF/18_sommer/side18_en.htm&docid=bxuVlTSlttd5_M&imgurl=http://www.mille-soeren.dk/07_Clipart_JPG_GIF/18_sommer/its_summer.gif&w=380&h=350&ei=XFG_UfuHOuaMyAHE2ICABw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:58,s:0,i:275&iact=rc&page=2&tbnh=184&tbnw=200&start=36&ndsp=46&tx=99&ty=128
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                         JULY 2013 

   

1 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

4 Independence Day – City Offices Closed  

8 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

10 
Oversight Board Meeting 
Council Chambers 

6:00 p.m. 

9 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

15 
Code Enforcement Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

6:00 p.m. 

15 
City Council Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

18 
Safety Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

18 
Public Works Committee Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

2:00 p.m. 

22 
Planning Commission Meeting 
Council Chambers 

7:00 p.m. 

30 
City Manager’s Staff Meeting 
City Hall Conference Room 

9:00 a.m. 

 


