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CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

REGULAR ADJOURNED MEETING 
Monday, January 14, 2013 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
5111 Benito Street, Montclair, California 91763 

 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chair Johnson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Sahagun led those present in the salute to the flag. 
 
 
ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Chair Johnson, Vice Chair Flores, Commissioners Sahagun and 
Vodvarka, Community Development Director Lustro, City Planner Diaz, 
and Deputy City Attorney Holdaway. 

Excused: Assistant Planner Gutiérrez. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the November 13, 2012 regular meeting were presented for approval.   
Vice Chair Flores moved, Commissioner Vodvarka seconded, and the minutes were 
approved 4-0. 
 
 
ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

 

a. PUBLIC HEARING - CASE NUMBER 2011-15 'A' 
Project Address: 5165-5195 Bandera Street (odd addresses) 
 5205-5243 Bandera Street (odd addresses) 
Project Applicant: AGS Construction Inc. 
Project Planner: Steve Lustro, AICP, 

Community Development Director 
Request:  General Plan Amendment and 

Holt Boulevard Specific Plan Amendment 
 

Director Lustro reviewed the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka asked if anyone responded to the public hearing notices.  
Director Lustro replied there have been no comments from the public. 
 
Commissioner Sahagun stated that originally when the General Plan and Specific Plan 
amendments were brought before the Commission, did the applicant have to pay a fee 
for that.  Director Lustro stated yes, the applicant paid the fees when we originally 
processed the case in 2004.  Because completion of the review of this item was purely 
a staff oversight, we did not make the applicant pay again.   
 
Chair Johnson opened the public hearing. 
 
Hearing no other comments and no one else being present, Chair Johnson closed the 
public hearing. 
 
Commissioner Sahagun commented that considering the market that we are in, it is 
good to see that some new development is happening and that the applicant completed 
the adjacent project in 2009 when the economy was still rough. 
 
Vice Chair Flores moved for approval of the environmental review and to take the 
following actions as responsible agency, Commissioner Sahagun seconded, there being 
no opposition, the motion passed 4-0: 
 

1. Certify that the Commission has reviewed and considered the 
environmental assessment based upon the findings and proposed 
mitigation measures in the Initial Study prepared for the project, and that 
there will be no significant impact on the environment as a result of the 
proposed land use amendments and the subsequent construction of the 
proposed five-unit multifamily residential project; and  

 
2. Adopt the proposed Mitigated Negative Declaration and finding that there 

will be a DeMinimis impact on fish and wildlife; and 
 
3. Direct staff to file a Notice of Determination (NOD) and pay appropriate 

fees within five (5) days of this action. 
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Commissioner Vodvarka moved for the proposed land use amendments and to make 
the following recommendations to the City Council, seconded by Vice Chair Flores, 
there being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 4-0:  

 
1. Recommend approval of the proposed amendment to the General Plan 

land use designation of the subject property from "General Commercial" to 
"Medium Density Residential" (8-14 dwelling units per acre); and  

 
2. Recommend approval of the proposed amendment to the Holt Boulevard 

Specific Plan land use designation of the subject property from "Auto Mall" 
to "R-3/11 dwelling units per acre" (multiple-family residential).  

 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
Director Lustro wished the Commission a Happy New Year, welcomed the 
Commissioners back and stated that there are items scheduled for the January 28 
meeting. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka asked what happened to La Cita restaurant on Central 
Avenue.  Director Lustro replied that what staff heard is that the owner of the restaurant, 
and the matriarch of the family, was just tired of running the business.  Commissioner 
Vodvarka commented he remembered the owners of La Cita bought the house next 
door to the restaurant and were going to demolish it for a parking lot and wondered why 
that didn't happen?  Director Lustro replied that was a deal done through the 
Redevelopment Agency.  He did not know what the conditions were of that sale, and 
whether there was a timeframe involved for conversion to a parking lot.  At one point, 
staff reviewed and commented on plans for demolishing the house and constructing a 
parking lot, but it never moved beyond that stage. 
 
Vice Chair Flores asked if we were ever going to get a fifth commissioner.  Director 
Lustro answered that, if the Commission will recall, the plan is to have staff solicit 
applications for Commissioner Lenhert's unexpired term and Commissioner Vodvarka's 
term, both of which end June 30.  Staff will start the process in approximately three 
months. 
 
Chair Johnson adjourned the meeting at 7:17 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Laura Berke 
Recording Secretary 


