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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR JOINT MEETING OF THE 
MONTCLAIR CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT 
AGENCY AND MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION 
BOARDS HELD ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2011, 
AT 7:01 P.M. IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 
5111 BENITO STREET, MONTCLAIR, CALIFORNIA 

 

 
 
 I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. 
 
 II. INVOCATION 

Pastor Vicki Brobeck, Grace Fellowship Foursquare Church, gave the 
Invocation. 

 
 III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Council Member/Director Ruh led those assembled in the Pledge. 
 
 IV. ROLL CALL 

Deputy City Clerk Smith noted for the record that Council Member/ 
Director Paulitz is not in attendance at the meeting. 

Present: Mayor/Chairman Eaton; Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairperson Raft; 
Council Members/Directors Dutrey and Ruh; City Manager/ 
Executive Director Starr; Director of Redevelopment/Public 
Works Staats; Director of Community Development/Agency 
Planner Lustro; City/Agency Engineer Hudson; City Attorney/ 
Agency Counsel Robbins; Deputy City Clerk/Agency Secretary 
Smith 

Absent: Council Member/Director Paulitz (excused) 
 
 V. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Presentation by San Bernardino County Fourth District Super-
visor Gary Ovitt 

Supervisor Ovitt stated that he is honored to attend the meeting 
and that he is pleased and honored to represent "this great city at 
the County of San Bernardino."  This being the Christmas season, 
he stated that he has a gift for Montclair. 
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Supervisor Ovitt noted for the benefit of those in the audience 
that he had advised the Council a number of years ago about the 
availability of County funds for important projects in the commu-
nity.  At that time, he noted it was the City's intention to allocate 
the funds to the Sunset Park project; however, that project was 
completed with alternate sources of funding.  He noted the 
funding currently available would instead help pay for the many 
amenity improvements at Alma Hofman Park, such as restroom 
remodeling, new natural gas barbecue and sink facilities, parking 
lot extension, new gazebo shade structure, additional park 
lighting, and new trash receptacles.  He stated that all of these 
improvements will be beneficial during the City's Family Fun 
Festival each year. 

Supervisor Ovitt presented Mayor Eaton with an oversized 
symbolic check along with the actual check for $402,500.  Photo-
graphs were taken of the check presentation. 

Mayor Eaton thanked Supervisor Ovitt for the "great gift" and told 
him that the funds would be put to good use. 

Supervisor Ovitt stated that Montclair is a wonderful city that has 
been revitalized over the last several years.  He stated, "I would be 
proud to live here, and I am certainly proud to represent this great 
city at the County of San Bernardino." 

Supervisor Ovitt wished everyone a "Merry Christmas." 

Mayor Eaton wished Supervisor and Mrs. Ovitt a "Merry Christmas" 
and thanked Mrs. Ovitt for attending the meeting. 

B. 2011 Holiday Home Decoration Contest Winners 

Mayor Eaton announced that the Montclair Community Action 
Committee has once again sponsored its Holiday Home Decoration 
Contest as part of the City's ongoing efforts to encourage 
community pride and spirit.  He noted CAC Chairperson Hollis 
Judkins would be announcing the contest winners. 

CAC Chairperson Judkins gave a presentation on the nominees for 
the 2011 Holiday Home Decoration Contest.  She announced the 
following 14th Annual Holiday Home Decoration Contest 2011 
winners while Mayor Eaton presented each with a framed Award 
of Excellence  certificate and Target gift card and Field Representa-
tive Jennifer Nesslar, Assembly Member Norma Torres's District 
Office, and Field  Representative Zafar Inam, Senator Gloria 
Negrete McLeod's District Office, presented each with a Certificate 
of Recognition: 
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 Category Winner(s) 

Christmas Magic: Haro family, 9451 Rose Avenue 
Children's Fantasy: Cox family, 9443 Exeter Avenue 
Sights and Sounds 
of Christmas: Mr. David Moose, 10037 Fremont Avenue 

CAC Chairperson Judkins congratulated all of the winners and 
thanked them for sharing their creativity with the community.  She 
encouraged everyone to take a look at these beautifully decorated 
homes to share in the joy and spirit of Christmas, noting copies of 
the list of winners are available in the Council Chambers and at 
City Hall and the winners will be displayed on the City's website at 
www.ci.montclair.ca.us.  She thanked everyone for attending and 
wished a "Merry Christmas" to all. 

On behalf of the City Council, Mayor Eaton thanked CAC Chair-
person Judkins and members of the CAC for organizing and 
facilitating this event each year.  He stated, "It is really great to see 
the extra effort folks in our community go through to beautify our 
City.  Thank you all so very very much—we appreciate it." 

Mayor Eaton thanked Community Development and Public Works Departments 
for all the hard work staff has done over the past several weeks related to 
Christmas season celebrations.  He stated, "You all have done a great job, and 
we say, 'Thank you so very much,' to all of you." 

Mayor Eaton thanked audience members for their attendance and wished "Merry 
Christmas" to those who would like to leave the meeting at this time. 
 
 VI. PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
 VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Receiving Public Comment and Authorizing the Allocation and 
Expenditure of Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Grant 
Funds 

City Manager Starr advised that this item represents one of those 
all–too–common instances in which the State of California diverts 
revenues from local governments and subsequently requires that we 
pay ourselves back.  He clarified that in this particular case, the 
state diverted approximately $164,000 of local Motor Vehicle In–
Lieu tax revenue from Montclair and is offering $100,000 back to 
the City as part of a Supplemental Law Enforcement Services grant. 

Mayor Eaton declared it the time and place for public hearing to 
receive public comment and authorize the allocation and expendi-
tures of Supplemental Law Enforcement Services grant funds and 
invited comments from the public. 
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There being no one in the audience wishing to speak, Mayor Eaton 
closed the public hearing and returned the matter to the City 
Council for its consideration. 

Council Member Dutrey expressed his relief that the Supplemental 
Law Enforcement Services funds are a state rather than a county 
grant. 

Moved by Council Member Dutrey and seconded by Council Member 
Ruh that a public hearing was duly conducted to receive public 
comment and authorization was given for allocation and expendi-
ture of Supplemental Law Enforcement Services grant funds to 
provide patrol overtime to enhance patrol services. 

Motion carried as follows: 

AYES: Ruh, Dutrey, Raft, Eaton 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Paulitz 

 

 VIII. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Mayor Pro Tem Raft requested that Item B–8 be removed from the 
Consent Calendar for comment. 

Moved by Council Member/Director Ruh, seconded by Council 
Member Dutrey, and carried to approve the following Consent Items as 
presented: 

A. Approval of Minutes 

 1. Minutes of the Regular Joint Council/Agency Board/MHC 
Board Meeting of December 5, 2011 

The City Council and Redevelopment Agency and Montclair 
Housing Corporation Boards of Directors approved the 
minutes of the December 5, 2011 regular joint meeting. 

B. Administrative Reports 

 1. Receiving and Filing of City Treasurer's Report 

The City Council received and filed the City Treasurer's Report 
for the month ending November 30, 2011. 
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 2. Approval of City Warrant Register and Payroll Documen-
tation 

The City Council approved the City Warrant Register 
dated  December 19, 2011, totaling $1,576,986.11; the Pay-
roll  Documentation dated November 6, 2011, amounting to 
$594,410.09, with $427,802.77 being the total cash disburse-
ment. 

 3. Receiving and Filing of Agency Treasurer's Report 

The Redevelopment Agency Board received and filed the 
Redevelopment Agency Treasurer's Report for the month 
ending November 30, 2011. 

 4. Approval of Agency Warrant Register 

The Redevelopment Agency Board approved the Redevel-
opment Agency Warrant Register dated 11.01.11–11.30.11 in 
the amounts of $3,894.21 for Project I; $0.00 for Project II; 
 $58,772.15 for Project III; $30,631.31 for Project IV; 
60,011.90 for Project V; and $750.00 for the Mission Boule-
vard Joint Redevelopment Project. 

 5. Receiving and Filing of MHC Treasurer's Report 

The MHC Board received and filed the MHC Treasurer's Report 
for the month ending November 30, 2011. 

 6. Approval of MHC Warrant Register 

The MHC Board approved the MHC Warrant Register dated 
11.01.11–11.30.11 in the amount of $27,482.64. 

 7. Approval of the Filing of a Notice of Completion, Reduction 
of Faithful Performance Bond  to 10 Percent, and Retention 
of Payment Bond   for Six Months for Completion of the 
Alma Hofman Park Improvement Project 

Release of Retention 30 Days After Recordation of Notice of 
Completion 

The City Council authorized the following actions related to 
completion of the Alma Hofman Park Improvement Project: 

(a) Approved the filing of a Notice of Completion  with the 
Office of the San Bernardino County Recorder. 
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(b) Approved reduction of the Faithful Performance Bond  to 
10 percent. 

(c) Approved retention of the Payment Bond  for six months. 

(d) Release of retention 30 days after recordation of Notice of 
Completion. 

C. Agreements 

 1. Approval of Agreement No. 11–134   With Mt. San Antonio 
Community College District to Continue Providing a 
Comprehensive Fitness Program for the Fire Department 

The City Council approved Agreement No. 11–134   with 
Mt. San Antonio Gateway Community College to continue 
providing a comprehensive fitness program for the Fire 
Department. 

D. Resolutions – None 
 
 IX. PULLED CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

B. Administrative Reports 

 8. Declaration of Unclaimed Bicycles in Police Custody 
as  Surplus and Available for Donation to the California 
Institution for Women 

Mayor Pro Tem Raft asked if staff has considered donating 
these bicycles to disadvantaged children in the community. 

Police Chief Jones answered, "No, we have not considered 
doing so" for liability and manpower reasons.  He noted there 
was a time that the Police Explorers would refurbish unclaimed 
bicycles, though that program has since dissolved for lack of 
funding. 

City Attorney Robbins advised that it is her understanding that 
the female inmates repair and refurbish the donated bicycles 
to "like new" condition to give to needy children in the region. 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Raft, seconded by Council Member 
Ruh, and carried that the City Council declare unclaimed 
bicycles contained on the "Bicycle Property List for CIW, 
December 07, 2011," attachment to the agenda report as 
surplus and available for donation to the California Institution 
for Women. 

 
 X. RESPONSE – None 



Joint City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board/Montclair 
Housing Corporation Board Minutes – December 19, 2011 Page 7 of 11 

 XI. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. City Attorney/Agency Counsel 

 1. Closed Session Pursuant to Section 54957.6 of the Govern-
ment Code Regarding Conference With Designated Labor 
Negotiator Edward C. Starr 

Agency: City of Montclair 

Employee Organizations: Management 
 Montclair Fire Fighters Association 
 Montclair Police Officers Association 
 San Bernardino Public Employees Association 

City Attorney Robbins withdrew her request for a Closed 
Session pursuant to Government Code Section 54957.6 on the 
above matter. 

 2. City Attorney Robbins wished everyone a "Merry Christmas." 

B. City Manager/Executive Director 

 1. City Manager/Executive Director Starr wished everyone a 
"Merry Christmas and Happy New Year." 

C. Mayor/Chairman 

 1. Mayor/Chairman Eaton commented as follows: 

(a) He noted his attendance at recent Omnitrans, 
San Bernardino Associated Governments (SANBAG), 
Gold Line, and SANBAG Major Projects and Commuter 
Rail Committee meetings.  He stated, "Everything seems 
to be going well.  We still anticipate the Gold Line's 
arrival in Montclair" though a land deal reached between 
the City of Monrovia and the Gold Line Construction 
Authority cannot be executed as a result of the State 
Supreme Court's stay of execution ruling on the 
California Redevelopment Association and League of 
California Cities lawsuit against the state related to the 
redevelopment elimination law. 

(b) He wished everyone a "Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year." 

D. City Council/Agency Board 

 1. Council Member/Director Ruh commented as follows: 

(a) He thanked the CAC and Public Works and Community 
Development Departments for all the hard work involved 
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in the City's Christmas celebrations.  He noted the 
"tremendous logistics" involved in the annual holiday 
Home Decoration Contest considering the inclement 
weather.  He stated, "I really commend every one of them 
for their efforts." 

(b) He thanked all management, Police Department, Fire 
Department, Public Works Department, Administrative 
Services Department, Human Services Division, and 
Finance Division staff," whether full or part time, intern or 
grant funded, for your efforts this year for everything you 
have done.  We realize this has not been one of our 
easiest years financially, but we appreciate everything 
each one of you has done." 

(c) He stated, "Tomorrow night marks the beginning of 
Chanukah for our Jewish friends—we certainly wish them 
much peace and joy in their season.  For those of us in 
the Christian world, in a few days on December 25 we will 
mark a special day, and I certainly wish everybody peace, 
joy, and much time with family." 

Noting tonight's meeting is the last of the year, Council 
Member Ruh stated he would like to share something 
from his home when he was growing up that was written 
on Christmas Eve in the year 1513 by Fra Giovanni 
Giocondo, OFM, who was an Italian friar, architect, 
antiquary, scientist, archeologist, musician, and classical 
scholar—a true Renaissance individual.  He read 
Fra Giocondo's famous "A Letter to the Most Illustrious 
the Contessina Allagia degli Aldobrandeschi," more 
informally known as "A Letter to a Friend," that "speaks to 
all of us at this season although it was written 498 years 
ago" as follows: 

I salute you.  I am your friend, and my love 
for you goes deep.  There is nothing I can 
give you which you have not.  But there is 
much, very much that, while I cannot give it, 
you can take.  No heaven can come to us 
unless our hearts find rest in it today.  Take 
heaven!  No peace lies in the future which is 
not hidden in the present.  Take peace!  The 
gloom of the world is but a shadow.  Behind 
it, yet within our reach, is joy.  There is a 
radiance and glory in darkness, could we 
but see it.  And to see, we have only to look.  
I beseech you to look! 
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Life is so generous a giver.  But we, judging 
its gifts by their covering, cast them away 
as   ugly or heavy or hard.  Remove the 
covering, and you will find beneath it a 
living splendor, woven of love by wisdom, 
with power.  Welcome it, grasp it, and you 
touch the angel's hand that brings it to you. 

Everything we call a trial, a sorrow or a duty, 
believe me, that angel's hand is there.  The 
gift is there and the wonder of an over-
shadowing presence.  Your joys, too, be not 
content with them as joys.  They, too, 
conceal diviner gifts. 

Life is so full of meaning and purpose, so 
full of beauty beneath its covering, that you 
will find earth but cloaks your heaven.  
Courage then to claim it; that is all!  But 
courage to you have, and the knowledge 
that we are pilgrims together, wending 
through unknown country home. 

And so, at this time, I greet you, not quite 
as the world sends greetings, but with 
profound esteem and with the prayer that 
for you, now and forever, the day breaks 
and shadows flee away. 

Council Member Ruh stated, "Merry Christmas, my 
friends." 

 2. Council Member/Director Dutrey commented as follows: 

(a) He stated that two days ago, United States officials 
quietly ended the divisive war in Iraq nine years after 
American troops stormed across the Iraq border in a 
blaze of shock and awe.  He noted it is amazing that the 
war endured for nine years; that over a million Americans 
served in the war including his wife, Anne; and that it was 
one of the longest, largest, and costliest wars in our 
nation's history.  He noted the importance of civilians 
thanking our returning troops for their brave dedicated 
service to this great country and that the first order of 
business for our soldiers who are coming home should 
be helping them find jobs with health insurance among 
other necessary benefits.  He stated that the greatest gift 
we could give them for the sacrifices they all made to 
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defend our country is the opportunity to move on with 
their professional lives. 

Council Member Dutrey commended and recognized all 
the military veterans who served in the U.S. armed forces 
in Iraq along with the American troops currently serving 
in Afghanistan, South Korea, and other parts of the world. 

(b) He recognized Planning Commission Chairperson 
Tenice Johnson for being elected to chair the Planning 
Commission at its annual reorganization on Monday, 
December 12, 2011.  He noted she is the first female to 
serve in that capacity and that he congratulated her 
yesterday and told her she would do an excellent job. 

(c) He noted he sent an email to all City employees before 
tonight's meeting to thank them for all their hard work 
during 2011 and asked that department heads please 
relay the gratitude of the entire City Council.  He stated, 
"All department and division employees truly do an 
excellent job and care about the City and its residents.  
The Council and I appreciate your efforts." 

(d) He noted he and Mrs. Dutrey enjoyed attending the 
Fire Department's informal holiday dinner recently at 
Paradise Buffet and thanked Fire Chief Ament for 
arranging the event. 

(e) He noted Mayor Eaton and he were pleased to participate 
in the Police Department's Santa Sleigh parade on 
December 11, 2011.  He noted his daughter, Janine, very 
much enjoyed the "very nice" event. 

(f) He wished everyone a "Merry Christmas and a happy 
prosperous 2012" as well as "Happy Chanukah" to our 
Jewish residents.  He noted this is the time of year to 
remember our families and loved ones. 

 3. Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairperson Raft commented as follows: 

(a) She thanked all City employees for their hard work 
throughout the year, stating, "All of us really do appreciate 
it." 

(b) She wished "everyone of all religions a very happy holiday 
and safe New Year.  Let's hope that the coming year of 
2012 will be a better year for all of us." 
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E. Committee Meeting Minutes 

 1. Minutes of Public Works Committee Meeting of October 27, 
2011 

The City Council received and filed the Public Works Commit-
tee  meeting minutes of October 27, 2011, for informational 
purposes. 

 2. Minutes of Personnel Committee Meeting of December 5, 
2011 

The City Council received and filed the Personnel Commit-
tee  meeting minutes of December 5, 2011, for informational 
purposes. 

 
 XII. IMPASSE HEARING 

A. Labor Negotiations Impasse Hearing – Montclair Fire Fighters 
Association 

Moved by Council Member Dutrey, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Raft, and carried to continue this item to an adjourned meeting on 
Wednesday, December 21, 2011, at 6:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers. 

 
 XIII. ADJOURNMENT OF CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

AND MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION BOARDS OF DIRECTORS 

At 7:37 p.m., Mayor/Chairman Eaton adjourned the City Council and 
Redevelopment Agency and Montclair Housing Corporation Boards of 
Directors. 

Submitted for City Council/Redevelop-
ment Agency Board/Montclair Housing 
Corporation Board approval, 

   
 Yvonne L. Smith 
 Deputy City Clerk 


