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CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

REGULAR ADJOURNED MEETING 
Monday, July 11, 2011 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
5111 Benito Street, Montclair, California 91763 

 

 
 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Sahagun called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Vodvarka led those present in the salute to the flag.  
 
ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Chairman Sahagun, Vice Chairman Flores, Commissioners Johnson, 
Lenhert, and Vodvarka, City Planner Diaz, Assistant Planner Gutiérrez, 
and City Attorney Robbins. 

Excused: Community Development Director Lustro. 

 

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the June 13, 2011 regular meeting were presented for approval.  Vice 
Chairman Flores moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, and the minutes were 
approved 5-0. 
 
 

ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

 

 

6.a CASE NUMBER 2011-6 
Project Address: 4594 San Bernardino Street 
Project Applicant: Chino Basin Water Conservation District 
Project Planner: Michael Diaz, City Planner 
Request:  Precise Plan of Design for improvements to the 

existing Demonstration Garden  
(Phase 4 of the approved CBWCD Master 
Plan) 

 
City Planner Diaz reviewed the staff report.  He commented that the landscape 
architect, the architect and members of the water conservation district were present to 
answer questions. 
 
Commissioner Lenhert asked if it was going to be irrigated with recycled water.  Bob 
Perry, landscape architect for the project, replied yes. 
 
Vice Chairman Flores commented that local grade schools have been invited to the 
facility in the past and wondered if schools in other cities were going to be invited.  He 
felt it was a good time to get younger kids interested in what is happening. 
 
Eunice Ulloa, CBWCD General Manager, stated they provide tours to all of the schools 
within the CBWCD service area.  They do invite outside schools as well, but cannot pay 
for the cost of busing the children to the site; they can only pay for busing in-district 
children.  She mentioned that because of funding shortages many schools cannot afford 
to go on tours anymore.  We do ongoing education with the kids, and the facility will be 
a valuable location once it's remodeled to educate the public as well as the kids.  They 
are very excited about it. 
 
Chairman Sahagun commented that he keeps hearing that it's going to be valuable, but 
he felt it was valuable right now.  Ms. Ulloa commented that it will be more valuable.  
Chairman Sahagun stated that not only for the surrounding schools, but he hoped there 
would also be training for local businesses.  Ms. Ulloa stated that classes will be offered 
throughout the year, but would have to be scaled back a bit during the construction 
because they will not have a physical room to host a large number of people.  She also 
mentioned that they offer irrigation classes for professional landscapers.  What they 
have discovered is that efforts to conserve water by businesses and homeowners with 
new landscaping are often undone by the "mow, blow and go guys" - the maintenance 
people – who do not understand how to take care of the new plant material and 
unfortunately kill it.  
 
Commissioner Vodvarka asked if they would be teaching hydroponics.  Ms. Ulloa 
replied they do not have any plans currently.  Commissioner Vodvarka asked if it could 
happen in the future because he ran into a hydroponics garden in the desert years ago 
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and they had a vegetable garden grown hydroponically that produced the best tasting 
tomatoes.  Ms. Ulloa commented that she and the architects had considered the 
possibility but in the end chose not to pursue it at this time.  Commissioner Vodvarka 
also said that CBWCD had helped him audit his water usage in order to conserve water. 
Ms. Ulloa stated they offer the audit for free within the district and have partnered with 
Inland Empire Utilities Agency, who pays them to do the audit outside the district. 
 
Commissioner Johnson asked out of curiosity about a greenhouse without glass and 
that has vinyl instead.  Ms. Ulloa replied that a greenhouse made of glass is very 
difficult to control the environment inside.  What they have is called a lath house and it is 
a structure covered with shade cloth that allows plants to more effectively grow from 
sprouts or seeds or cuttings and acclimate to our environment.   
 
Chairman Sahagun commented about the plants; they are nice plants, he was very 
happy when he saw them.  Ms. Ulloa gave the credit to Landscape Architect Bob Perry 
who has been working for Claremont Environmental Design Group and does an 
excellent job.  They are very excited about the residential-shaped tubular structures that 
are going to be in the garden because it will really help people understand the scale of 
these plants and what it looks like on the side or behind.  It will be a very unique garden 
that people will want to come back to many, many times.  Chairman Sahagun 
commented that the park is being utilized much more now.  Ms. Ulloa stated that there 
are more people walking in the mornings and more people walking their dogs and they 
have dog cleanup stations which are nice; people are very respectful of the park. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka stated he was happy to say it's in Montclair. 
 
Commissioner Lenhert moved that, based upon evidence submitted, the project is 
deemed exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  Further, the project qualifies as Class 3 and 4 exemptions per Sections 
15303(e) and 15304(b) of the State CEQA Guidelines, seconded by Vice Chairman 
Flores, there being no opposition, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve Precise Plan of Design Case No. 2011-6 for 
implementing Phase 4 of the CBWCD Master Plan at 4594 San Bernardino Street per 
the submitted plans, as described in the staff report, subject to the conditions of 
approval contained in Resolution 11-1744, seconded by Commissioner Vodvarka, there 
being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
City Attorney Robbins congratulated Commissioner Johnson for being reappointed to 
the Commission.   
 
Vice Chairman Flores stated that at one of the future meetings when there isn't much on 
the agenda he would like to be updated on the progress of the Metro Gold Line.  He 
noted that some board members and officials had been getting kicked out for conflict of 
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interest and that he hoped Montclair is not involved in any of that because the Gold Line 
is going to be our lifeline. 
 
Commissioner Johnson thanked everyone for the congratulations on being reappointed 
and her only comment is, "I'm back."  Commissioner Vodvarka replied, "I'm glad." 
 
Chairman Sahagun congratulated Commissioner Johnson and stated he understood 
there were quite a few applicants this time around.  City Planner Diaz commented there 
were seven applicants and that Commissioner Johnson outshined them all. 
 
Chairman Sahagun adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Laura Berke 
Recording Secretary 


