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CITY OF MONTCLAIR 

PLANNING COMMISSION MINUTES 
 

REGULAR ADJOURNED MEETING 
Monday, February 14, 2011 

 

COUNCIL CHAMBER 
5111 Benito Street, Montclair, California 91763 

 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Sahagun called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Lenhert led those present in the salute to the flag.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Chairman Sahagun, Vice Chairman Flores, Commissioners Johnson, 
Lenhert, and Vodvarka, Community Development Director Lustro, 
City Planner Diaz, Assistant Planner Gutierrez, and City Attorney Robbins. 

 

MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the January 24, 2011 regular meeting were presented for approval.  
Commissioner Lenhert moved, Commissioner Vodvarka seconded, and the minutes 
were approved 5-0. 
 

 

ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

 
6.a PUBLIC HEARING - CASE NUMBER 2009-11 'A' 
 Project Address:   5201 Benito Street 

Project Applicant:  Clearwire (Sprint LLC)/City of Montclair 
Project Planner: Silvia Gutiérrez, Assistant Planner 
Request: Conditional Use Permit Amendment to 

co-locate on an existing telecommunications 
tower 

 
Assistant Planner Gutierrez reviewed the staff report, explaining that Clearwire was 
withdrawing all of their applications in the region because of budgetary constraints. 

 
Vice Chairman Flores moved that the applicant's request to withdraw the subject 
application be accepted, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, there being no 
opposition to the motion, the motion passed 5-0. 

 
 

6.b PUBLIC HEARING - CASE NUMBER 2010-20 
 Project Address:   9177 B Central Avenue 

Project Applicant:  Chavin Family Limited Partnership 
Project Planner: Silvia Gutiérrez, Assistant Planner 
Request: Conditional Use Permit to allow on-sale beer, 

wine, and distilled spirits (ABC Type 47) and a 
Precise Plan of Design for exterior site 
improvements 

 
Assistant Planner Gutiérrez reviewed the staff report. 

 
Vice Chairman Flores asked about the fence that is proposed to enclose the outdoor 
patio and wondered whether it should be taller. 
 
Chairman Sahagun opened the public hearing. 
 
Elizabeth Valerio, Valerio Architects, 5858 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 203, Los Angeles, 
replied to Vice Chairman Flores' question by saying that the minimum ABC requirement 
for fences separating an outdoor dining area where alcoholic beverages may be 
consumed from the public is three feet.  She added that the proposed fence height is 
typical for Chipotle locations with outdoor patios.  Director Lustro added that staff is 
supportive of the proposed fence height, and that a taller fence would make the patio 
look "jail-like." 
 
Commissioner Johnson asked about the consumption of alcohol in the outdoor patio 
and whether signs would be posted addressing the consumption of alcohol on the 
premises. Commissioner Johnson also asked whether patrons would be able to leave 
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the outdoor patio through an exterior gate shown on the plans. She also asked if this 
gate could be eliminated. 
 
Ms. Valerio replied that a sign indicating that alcohol was for on-premises consumption 
only would be posted per ABC requirements within clear view of the outdoor patio dining 
area.  With regard to the exterior gate proposed for the outdoor patio, she stated that 
the gate was for emergency fire exit access only and was a Fire Department 
requirement.  
 
Commissioner Lenhert moved that, based upon evidence submitted, the project is 
deemed exempt from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA).  Further, the project qualifies as a Class 1 exemption under State CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15301, because it is on a fully developed site and involves minor 
exterior and interior improvements and limited site changes not involving grading. As 
such, a DeMinimis finding of no impact on fish and wildlife will be prepared, seconded 
by Vice Chairman Flores, there being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 
5-0. 
 
Commissioner Johnson moved to approve a Conditional Use Permit and Precise Plan 
of Design under Case No. 2010-20 approving the on-premises sale of beer, wine, and 
distilled spirits (ABC Type 47 license) in conjunction with a bona fide eating 
establishment, outdoor dining patio, and related site and tenant improvements at 
9177 Central Avenue, Unit B, per the submitted plans and as described in the staff 
report, subject to the conditions of approval in attached Resolution 11-1738, seconded 
by Vice Chairman Flores, there being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 
5-0. 
 

 
6.c CASE NUMBER 2011-1 
 Project Address:   4666 Holt Boulevard 

Project Applicant:  Bowlium Enterprises LLC 
Project Planner: Michael Diaz, City Planner 
Request:   Precise Plan of Design for a sign program 

City Planner Diaz reviewed the staff report. 
 

Commissioner Vodvarka moved that, based on the evidence submitted, a finding is 
made that the project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15311, Class 11(a), in that the 
project involves the approval of a sign program to govern the installation of on-premise 
signs.  As such, a DeMinimis finding of no impact on fish and wildlife will be prepared, 
seconded by Commissioner Johnson, there being no opposition to the motion, the 
motion passed 5-0. 

Commissioner Johnson moved to approve a Precise Plan of Design for a sign program 
for Bowlium, located at 4666 Holt Boulevard, under Case No. 2011-1, subject to the 
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conditions of approval in Resolution No. 11-1737, seconded by Commissioner Lenhert, 
there being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 5-0. 

 

INFORMATION ITEMS 

 

None. 
 
 
Chairman Flores adjourned the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 
 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Laura Berke 
Recording Secretary 


