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CALL TO ORDER 

 

Chairman Flores called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

Commissioner Vodvarka led those present in the salute to the flag.  
 
 
ROLL CALL 

 

Present: Chairman Flores, Vice Chairman Lenhert, Commissioners Johnson, 
Sahagun and Vodvarka, Community Development Director Lustro, City 
Planner Diaz, Associate Planner Frazier-Burton, and City Attorney 
Robbins. 

 
Excused: Associate Planner Lai. 
 
 
MINUTES 

 

The minutes of the November 9, 2009 regular meeting were presented for approval.  
Vice Chairman Lenhert moved, Commissioner Johnson seconded, there being no 
opposition to the motion, the minutes were approved 5-0. 
 
 

ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None. 
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AGENDA ITEMS 

 
6.a CASE NUMBER 2009-24 

Project Address:  8750 Central Avenue 
Project Applicant:  First Financial Credit Union 
Project Planner: Carol Frazier-Burton, Associate Planner 
Request: Precise Plan of Design 

 
Associate Planner Frazier-Burton reviewed the staff report. 
 
Commissioner Johnson asked why the applicant was taking out the drive-through.  
Associate Planner Frazier-Burton stated the architect advised that was the direction the 
company was going in.  She knew they were in the process of remodeling several 
locations where they were removing the drive-through.  They will have ATMs, but they 
will be located somewhere else on the building. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka commented that his credit union has a drive-through, but it is 
only for the ATM. 
 
Vice Chairman Lenhert commented that at US Bank he observed two drivers who 
appeared like they didn't want to pull next to the bank building wall and parked across 
from the drive-up ATM and then walked over to it rather than drive up with their vehicle. 
 
City Planner Diaz stated there was a color board provided by the applicant available to 
view and it represented the materials the applicant planned to use.  The most significant 
change would be the colors and the window change, from the 1980s-style oval-top 
windows to the rectangular windows that would update the look of the building. 
 
Vice Chairman Lenhert moved that, based on the evidence submitted, a finding is made 
that the project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), pursuant to Section 15301, Class 1(a), in that the 
project involves the approval of a revised site plan and exterior remodel, Commissioner 
Sahagun seconded, there being no opposition to the motion, the motion passed 5-0. 

Commissioner Vodvarka moved to approve the Precise Plan of Design for an exterior 
remodel under Case No. 2009-24, subject to the 26 conditions of approval contained in 
Resolution No. 09-1711, seconded by Commissioner Johnson, there being no 
opposition to the motion, the motion passed 5-0. 
 
 

6.b Annual Planning Commission reorganization 
 
City Attorney Robbins stated that she would start with the Chairman position and 
opened the meeting for nominations for the Chairman position. 
 
Commissioner Lenhert nominated Luis Flores to continue as Chairman and the 
nomination was seconded by Commissioner Vodvarka.  City Attorney Robbins asked for 
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any other nominations.  There were none.  The nominations were closed and a vote for 
Luis Flores to continue as Chairman was taken; the vote was 5-0, and Luis Flores will 
continue serving as Chairman. 
 
City Attorney Robbins asked for nominations for Vice Chair.  Commissioner Johnson 
commented that she felt it was very good to have a good panel of people to step in at 
any second and nominated Sergio Sahagun as Vice Chair and the nomination was 
seconded by Luis Flores.  City Attorney Robbins asked for any other nominations.  
There were none.  The nominations were closed and a vote for Sergio Sahagun for Vice 
Chair was taken, the vote was 5-0, and Sergio Sahagun will serve as Vice Chair. 
 
City Attorney Robbins congratulated both. 
 
Chairman Flores thanked the Commission for their vote of confidence and commented 
he hoped to keep things moving as smoothly as it has been and congratulated Sergio 
on becoming Vice Chair.  He commented that he wanted to do something different and 
would every once in a while let Vice Chair Sahagun run the meeting so he would get 
accustomed to running the meeting instead of doing it "cold turkey." 
 
Director Lustro congratulated Chairman Flores and Commissioner Sahagun on their 
appointments. 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 

 
Director Lustro stated there will not be a meeting on December 28, 2009 and the next 
regularly scheduled meeting will be Monday, January 11, 2010.  He wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a safe new year. 
 
City Attorney Robbins congratulated Chairman Flores and Commissioner Sahagun and 
wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 
 
Commissioner Sahagun commented on the Staff Review Log and that he was trying to 
locate the storage property at Mission and Ada along with some other projects.  He 
asked if, at a later date, staff could run through the projects and give a quick report on 
each one.  He thanked the Commission for electing him as Vice Chair. 
 
Commissioner Sahagun noticed at Moreno Street and Central Avenue, a lot of cars 
making illegal u-turns, especially going eastbound on Moreno Street (just east of 
Central) where the island has been extended to prevent turns into or out of the 
driveways and cars are still doing it. He was not sure how hard it would be to add 
delineators.  Regarding the left turn signal at Palo Verde and Monte Vista, it’s a short 
green phase anyway, but if you are making a U-turn and are the first one, the cars 
behind you get stuck there.  He noticed that there were traffic counters there recently.  
Director Lustro believed the counters were put there by Caltrans.  He had seen them 
there before on early mornings and also at Palo Verde and at the eastbound on-ramp to 
the I-10 freeway.  The City does not do traffic counts by physically placing people out 
there; we put the counters out and let the vehicles run over them.  The illegal U-turn 
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issue is primarily an enforcement issue.  There is only so much that Public Works can 
do with regard to signage, etc., particularly at Palo Verde and Monte Vista because that 
is a Caltrans signal.  It is basically a Police Department issue and staff will pass that and 
the Moreno/Central issue along with regard to enforcement.  Commissioner Sahagun 
asked if maybe a sign could be installed because it does not say "no turns" on Palo 
Verde on the turn signal, but maybe if it said "No U-Turn."  There is a similar sign 
posted at Serrano Middle School.  The traffic turning left out of the parking lot, going 
westbound; parents still do that.  It creates a traffic snarl.  The only thing he wanted to 
suggest is maybe once in a while, patrol could pass by there and check on everyone at 
all these places because it could potentially cause an accident.  Director Lustro stated 
that he would pass it on to the Police Department. 
 
Commissioner Sahagun wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
 
Commissioner Lenhert wished everyone a Merry Christmas and happy new year. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka commented that three times in the past week he made a left 
turn at Moreno and Central and nearly got clobbered because he was not going fast 
enough.  Only three cars made it through and halfway through the light was turning red 
on him and there was not enough time to get through the intersection and it’s a good 
thing there wasn't the traffic camera because he was sure the two drivers behind him 
would have been given tickets.   
 
Commissioner Vodvarka commented on the Habitat for Humanity ReStore that is now 
open on Holt Boulevard.  He commented that even if you do not go to buy, you should 
go to see the neat stuff they have in there.  You could completely re-do your bathroom, 
with brand new cabinets from the Ontario Hilton, marble tops, etc. 
 
Commissioner Johnson congratulated Chairman Flores and Commissioner Sahagun on 
their appointments.  She reminded everyone to shop Montclair during the holiday 
season and mentioned the little shops everyone forgets as everyone runs to the Plaza.  
A friend of hers referred her to a little lighting shop on Central that she would never 
have thought of going to and it was phenomenal and it has been there forever.  They 
said that they have many customers, but not many from Montclair.  She wished 
everyone happy holidays. 
 
Commissioner Vodvarka wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a happy new year. 
 
Chairman Flores asked about the Ramona Avenue grade separation and every once in 
a while he gets his hopes up because it looks like the sub-grade is ready to go and then 
he comes back and there is a bunch of holes in it and he wondered if there was a date it 
was supposed to be done.  Director Lustro stated that the project is on schedule and 
that Public Works is very proud of that and that the contractor is doing an excellent job.  
It is still scheduled to be completed on schedule in May 2010.  Chairman Flores wished 
everyone happy holidays and congratulated Commissioner Sahagun on his 
appointment. 
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Chairman Flores adjourned the meeting at 7:23 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Laura Berke 
Recording Secretary 


