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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR JOINT MEETING OF 
THE MONTCLAIR CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVEL-
OPMENT AGENCY AND MONTCLAIR HOUSING 
CORPORATION BOARDS HELD ON MONDAY, 
MARCH 3, 2008, AT 6:59 P.M. IN THE CITY 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 5111 BENITO STREET, 
MONTCLAIR, CALIFORNIA 

 

 
 
 I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:59 p.m. and 
asked that cell phones, pagers, and other electronic devices be silenced 
as a courtesy to others while the meeting is in session. 

 
 II. INVOCATION 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton gave the Invocation. 
 
 III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Council Member/Director Raft led those assembled in the Pledge. 
 
 IV. ROLL CALL 

City Clerk/Agency Secretary Jackson noted for the record that Mayor Pro 
Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey and Council Member/Director Paulitz will 
not be in attendance at tonight's meeting. 

Present: Mayor/Chairman Eaton; Council Members/Directors Raft, and 
Ruh; City Manager/Executive Director McDougal; Deputy City 
Manager/Director of Administrative Services Starr; Director of 
Redevelopment/Public Works Staats; Director of Community 
Development/Agency Planner Lustro; City/Agency Engineer 
Hudson; City Attorney/Agency Counsel Robbins; City Clerk/ 
Agency Secretary Jackson 

Absent: Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey (excused); Council 
Member/Director Paulitz (excused) 

 
 V. PRESENTATIONS 

A. Introduction of New Employees 

Police Captain Weiske noted Police Chief Thompson is attending a 
Police Chiefs conference in Northern California and sends his 
regrets that he could not attend tonight's meeting. 

Captain Weiske introduced Mr. Jerry Allison, who was appointed 
to the position of Police Officer effective December 3, 2007.  He 
noted Officer Allison has served as a Level II Reserve Police Officer 
with the Montclair Police Department since May 2004. 

Captain Weiske welcomed Officer Allison to the Montclair City 
family and Mayor Eaton presented him with a City pin. 

Captain Weiske introduced Mr. Steven Gonzalez, who was 
appointed to the position of Police Officer effective February 18, 
2008.  He noted Officer Gonzalez received Bachelors of Arts 
degrees in both Kinesiology and Psychology from California 
Baptist University and will receive his Master's degree in Sports 
Management from California Baptist University in May 2008. 

Captain Weiske welcomed Officer Gonzalez to the Montclair City 
family and Mayor Eaton presented him with a City pin. 
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B. Presentation on Free Educational Programs and Restoration 
Projects by the Inland Empire Resource Conservation District 

Ms. Jennifer Ares, District Manager, Inland Empire Resource 
Conservation District (IERCD), gave a PowerPoint presentation on 
IERCD projects, including the Santa Ana Watershed Association, 
conservation easements/mitigation, the Big Bear Lake/Snow Forest 
Project, and the Big Bear Lake Sediment Load Reduction Program, 
and the following free educational outreach programs available 
to  counties, cities, and school districts within the purview of 
the  IERCD:  Backyard Conservation, Stormwater Program, Trees 
Please, Toil of Soil, and Wonders of Wetlands, in addition to the 
annual high school Speak–Off and Envirothon events.  Ms. Ares 
stated that she looks forward to becoming more involved with 
Montclair and other West End schools and cities. 

Mayor Eaton thanked Ms. Ares for her presentation. 

Council Member Ruh told Ms. Ares that Montclair High School 
has a very good environmental group called Project Earth that 
might be interested in the high school events.  He suggested the 
educational programs offered by the Monte Vista Water District 
would coincide with IERCD's programs.  Noting he serves on the 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana 
Region Board, which has worked with IERCD on many different 
projects in the past, he suggested she contact the organization to 
collaborate on future projects and programs.  He expressed his 
opinion that the IERCD does "a great job." 

Ms. Ares thanked Council Member Ruh. 
 
 VI. PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
 VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Adoption of Resolution No. 08–2726 Approving a Precise Plan 
of Design for the Exterior Renovation and Expansion of an 
Existing Commercial Building Within the North Montclair 
Downtown Specific Plan 

Mayor Eaton declared it the time and place set for public hearing 
to consider adoption of Resolution No. 08–2726 approving a 
Precise Plan for the exterior renovation and expansion of an exist-
ing commercial structure North Montclair Downtown Specific Plan 
(NMDSP) and invited comments from the public. 

There being no one in the audience wishing to speak, Mayor Eaton 
closed the public hearing and returned the matter to the City 
Council for its consideration. 

Council Member Ruh commented that he is very excited about the 
proposed renovation and expansion project to locate a retail 
component (Burlington Coat Factory) that is new to Montclair as 
well as the conceptual plans to construct 32 residential units at the 
extreme westerly portion of the site and within walking distance to 
the Metrolink, Montclair Plaza, Target, restaurants, and other 
shopping to the west.  He stated that location of the residences at 
the site would introduce the mixed–use concept pursuant to the 
guidelines of the North Montclair Downtown Specific Plan and 
would prove that this type of development can be done 
successfully. 

Mayor Eaton concurred and spoke in support of the proposal. 

Moved by Mayor Eaton and seconded by  Council Member Raft 
that Resolution No. 08–2726, entitled, "A Resolution of the City 
Council of the City of Montclair Approving a Precise Plan of 
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Design for the Exterior Renovation and Expansion of an Exist-
ing Commercial Building Within the North Montclair Downtown 
Specific Plan," be read by number and title only, further reading 
be waived, and it be declared adopted, noting approval of the 
Precise Plan of Design is subject to the 43 conditions of approval 
listed in the agenda report on this item. 

The City Council waived the reading of the Resolution. 

Resolution No. 08–2726 was adopted by the following vote: 

AYES: Ruh, Raft, Eaton 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Paulitz, Dutrey 

 
 VIII. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Moved by Council Member/Director Ruh, seconded by Council Member/ 
Director Raft, and carried to approve the following Consent Items as 
presented: 

A. Approval of Minutes 

 1. Approval of Adjourned Joint Council/Agency/Montclair 
Housing Corporation Meeting of February 19, 2008 

The City Council and Redevelopment Agency Board approved 
the minutes of the Adjourned Joint City Council/Redevelop-
ment Agency Board meeting of February 19, 2008. 

 2. Approval of Regular Joint Council/Agency/Montclair 
Housing Corporation Meeting of February 19, 2008 

The City Council and Redevelopment Agency/Montclair Hous-
ing Corporation Boards approved the minutes of the Regular 
Joint City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board/Montclair 
Housing Corporation Board meeting of February 19, 2008. 

B. Administrative Reports 

 1. Receive and File Status Report on Emergency Contracting 
Procedures Related to Certain Park Repairs at Kingsley 
and Saratoga Parks and Determine if There Is a Need to 
Continue the Action 

The City Council received and filed the status report on 
emergency contracting procedures related to certain park 
repairs at Kingsley and Saratoga Parks and determined there 
is a need to continue the action. 

 2. Adoption of Expenditure Plan for Use of Proposition 1B 
Funds for Fiscal Year 2007–08 

The City Council adopted a Fiscal Year 2007–08 expenditure 
plan for use of Proposition 1B funds to meet a funding short-
fall for a pavement repair project at the six intersections 
listed in the agenda report on this item. 

 3. Approval of Parcel Merger No. 2007–2 for Two Parcels 
Located Near the Northwest Corner of Brooks Street and 
Monte Vista Avenue 

The City Council approved Parcel Merger No. 2007–2 for 
two parcels located near the northwest corner of Brooks 
Street and Monte Vista Avenue. 
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 4. Approval of the Filing of a Notice of Completion, Reduction 
of Faithful Performance Bond   to 10 Percent, and Reten-
tion of Payment Bond  for Six Months Related to Comple-
tion of the Signalization of the Central Avenue and 
Howard Street Intersection Project 

The City Council approved the following related to completion 
of the Signalization of the Central Avenue and Howard Street 
Intersection Project: 

(a) Filing of a Notice of Completion  with the Office of the 
San Bernardino County Recorder. 

(b) Reduction of the Faithful Performance Bond to 
10 percent. 

(c) Retention of the Payment Bond  for six months. 

 5. Declaring Unclaimed Bicycles in Police Custody as Surplus 
and Available for Donation 

The City Council declared the unclaimed bicycles in Police 
custody listed in the agenda report on this item as surplus 
and available for donation. 

 6. Approval of City Warrant Register and Payroll 
Documentations 

The City Council approved the City Warrant Register dated 
March 3, 2008, totaling $1,323,905.71 and the Payroll 
Documentations dated January 6, 2008, amounting to 
$620,654.26, with $433,795.25 being the total cash 
disbursement. 

C. Agreements 

 1. Approval of Agreement No. 08–12  With the City of Upland 
for the Joint Benson Avenue Rehabilitation Project 

Award of Contract for Joint Benson Avenue Rehabilitation 
Project to Silvia Construction, Inc., in the Amount of 
$292,373 

Approval of Agreement No. 08–13  With Silvia Construc-
tion,  Inc., for the Joint Benson Avenue Rehabilitation 
Project 

Authorization of a $29,500 Construction Contingency 

The City Council took the following actions related to the 
Joint Benson Avenue Rehabilitation Project: 

(a) Approved Agreement No. 08–12  with the City of Upland. 

(b) Awarded a contract to Silvia Construction, Inc., in the 
amount of $292,373. 

(c) Approved Agreement No. 08–13 with Silvia Construction, 
Inc. 

(d) Authorized a $29,500 construction contingency. 

D. Resolutions 

 1. Adoption of Resolution No. 08–2728 Authorizing Placement 
of Liens on Certain Properties for Delinquent Sewer and 
Trash Charges 
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The City Council adopted Resolution No. 08–2728 author-
izing placement of liens for delinquent sewer and trash 
charges on the 232 accounts listed on Exhibit A to Resolution 
No. 08–2728. 

 
 IX. PULLED CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS – None 
 
 X. RESPONSE – None 
 
 XI. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. City Attorney/Agency Counsel – No comments 

B. City Manager/Executive Director – No comments 

C. Mayor/Chairman 

 1. Mayor/Chairman Eaton cautioned residents not to leave 
valuables in their cars and to lock their car doors.  He noted 
vehicles in his neighborhood were burglarized last Saturday 
night. 

D. City Council/Agency Board 

 1. Council Member/Director Raft reminded everyone to license 
and place collars with identification tags on their dogs and 
cats for their safe return if lost.  She noted the Inland Valley 
Humane Society (IVHS) safely recovered and returned 
her son's golden retriever and Rottweiler the day after they 
got loose because they were licensed and tagged.  She noted 
she was not so fortunate, possibly because of the value of her 
lost Pomeranian. 

 2. Council Member/Director Ruh commented as follows: 

(a) He concurred with Council Member Raft on the impor-
tance of licensing and either tagging or microchipping 
dogs and cats.  He suggested the IVHS be invited to give 
a presentation at a future meeting on the importance of 
pet licensing. 

(b) He noted the recent passing of Mr. Loyal L. Nixon, 
owner of Superior Property Management, who was very 
active in the political community.  He noted Mr. Nixon 
served in the Diplomatic Corps overseas, was appointed 
to many posts by the San Bernardino County Board of 
Supervisors, and served with many different members 
of the California State Assembly and Senate.  He stated 
that Mr. Nixon will certainly be missed. 

(c) He further clarified the reason the "yacht tax" loophole 
bill failed last month in the California State Assembly.  
Advising that a two–thirds majority vote was needed for 
its passage, he reported that the measure failed in both 
the Democratic–controlled Assembly and Senate 
because enough Republicans in each abstained from 
voting on the bill.  He noted he would give the Council 
information on this topic and reiterated the importance 
of local government lobbying the Legislature to close 
the  loophole.  He noted Governor Schwarzenegger is 
urging the Legislature to close this and other loopholes 
to avoid loss of the mortgage interest deduction or 
renter's credit. 

(d) He noted he participated last Saturday in Senator 
McLeod's Foreclosure Workshop at A.B. Miller High 
School, Fontana.  He thanked the City for lending 
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the  Senator a portable public address system for the 
workshop.  He noted 60 families from across the region 
received information and counseling on foreclosure 
prevention and mitigating subprime loan rate adjust-
ments from Neighborhood Housing Services of the 
Inland Empire, Inc., and lenders Countrywide Home 
Loans and Washington Mutual, adding that several 
members of the Citrus Valley Association of Realtors 
and Inland Valley Association of Realtors advised 
homeowners on the real estate purchase process to 
avoid foreclosure.  He noted the workshop was very 
successful and that Senator McLeod plans to conduct 
several more in the future. 

Council Member Ruh expressed his hope that we learn 
from the subprime mortgage crisis.  He discussed 
Governor Schwarzenegger's agreement with several 
loan servicers, known as "90 Days of Hope," in which 
mortgage lenders have agreed to reach out proactively 
to borrowers well before their loans reset in an effort to 
preserve homeownership for those at risk of defaulting 
on hybrid adjustable–rate subprime mortgages resetting 
to higher interest rates.  He suggested homeowners 
needing help contact their lenders, realtors, or the State 
of California's website www.yourhome.ca.gov/. 

E. Committee Meeting Minutes 

 1. Minutes of Personnel Committee Meeting of February 19, 
2008 

The City Council received and filed the Personnel Commit-
tee  meeting minutes of February 19, 2008, for informational 
purposes. 

 
 XII. ADJOURNMENT OF CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY 

AND MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION BOARDS OF DIRECTORS 

At 7:30 p.m., Mayor/Chairman Eaton adjourned the City Council and 
Redevelopment Agency and Montclair Housing Corporation Boards of 
Directors. 

Submitted for City Council/Redevelop-
ment Agency Board/Montclair Housing 
Corporation Board approval, 

 
 
 

  
 Yvonne L. Smith 
 Transcribing Secretary 


