
City of Montclair 
Tree Policy 

(Approved by the City Council on January 5, 2004) 
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The purpose of this Tree Policy is to provide guidelines for the protection and preservation of 

trees planted within the City of Montclair’s rights-of-way and at City facilities.  There are 

approximately 6,000 trees planted within the City rights-of-way as well as over 850 trees planted 

in City parks and public facilities.  The collection of these trees is referred to as the City’s Urban 

Forest.  Over the past 15 years, the number of trees in many US cities has declined by 

approximately 30 percent, while the area covered by concrete and other solid surfaces has risen 

by 20 percent.  To redress this imbalance, experts suggest 634 million trees need to be planted in 

the United States. 
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as defined in the Tree Policy. 
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I. TREE PRUNING 
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The City has been divided into five (5) grids for tree trimming purposes.  The grids are shown on  
 
Attachment ‘A’.  Each fiscal year, all the City trees in one grid are pruned. Once the trees in all  
 
grids are trimmed over the five-year period, the process begins again.  This guarantees that all  
 
City trees are trimmed at least once every five (5) years. 
 
 
 Property owners can request street tree pruning in addition to the tree pruning provided through  
 
the grid process.  A request for tree pruning must be: 
 
 1) verified to be within City rights-of-way; and 
�

 2) inspected as to its condition 
 
A request does not necessarily guarantee the tree will be trimmed.  Unless a dangerous condition  
 
exists, or the tree is in immediate need of pruning, the tree will be pruned in the scheduled  
 
grid area.  If the tree does requires immediate pruning, a work order shall then be prepared and  
 
the tree will be scheduled for pruning.  In all cases, the person who submitted the request will be  
 
notified of the status and schedule of when the tree will be pruned.   
 
If a tree is planted in the City rights-of-way, but is not a designated City tree, the City may either  
 
trim the tree as part of the grid trimming process or remove the tree.  Palm trees are the most  
 
common example of trees planted or trees growing in the rights-of-way that are not designated  
 
street trees in residential areas. The Palm tree usually starts as a ‘volunteer’ from seeds from  
 
another Palm tree in close proximity.   
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B. Pruning By Private Contractors 
 
A private contractor may work on a City tree after obtaining written authorization from the  

City.  The Contractor must follow the tree pruning guidelines as listed in Section I. C.  All tree 

work shall be conducted in a manner that causes the least possible interference with pedestrian 

and vehicular traffic.  Traffic shall be allowed to pass through the work areas under conditions of  

safety and with as little inconvenience and delay as possible.  A written traffic control plan must 

be submitted by contractors to the Public Works Department and approved by the City before 

any work begins.  Written authorization from the City is not required for maintenance performed 

on trees planted within the City rights- of-way on nonresidentially owned property, which were 

part of a Precise Plan of Design.  However, all work performed should follow the guidelines 

listed under Section I. C. and I. D. developed pursuant to ISA and NAA guidelines.  It should be 

noted that any landscape removal, tree removal or major tree pruning on properties with Precise 

Plan of design must obtain approval for such work from the Planning Division of the Community 

Development Department. 

 

C. Tree Pruning Guidelines 

Complete tree pruning shall consist of the total removal of those dead and living branches that 

may menace the future health, strength, and attractiveness of the tree.  Specifically, trees shall be 

pruned to comply with the following guidelines: 

 1) To prevent branch and foliage interference with safe public passage.  Over street 

  clearance shall be kept to a minimum of 17 feet above the paved surface of 

 the street, 14 feet above the curb and 14 feet above the surface of a  

 public sidewalk or pedestrian walkway.  Exceptions are allowed for young trees  which 

would be irreparably damaged by such pruning action. 
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 2) To remove all dead and dying branches and branch stubs. 

 3) To remove all broken branches. 

 4) To remove any living branches which interfere with the trees’ structural strength 

  and healthful development, which will include the following: 

 * Limbs which rub and abrade a more important branch. 

 * Limbs of weak structure which are not important to the framework of the 

 tree.  

 * Limbs which, if allowed to grow, would wedge apart the junction of more  

  important branches. 

 * Limbs forming multiple leaders in a single leader type tree. 

 * Branches near the end of the limb which will produce more weight or offer  

  more resistance to wind than the limbs are capable of supporting. 

 * Undesirable sucker and/or sprout growth. 

 * Selective removal of one or more developing leaders where multiple branch  

  growth exists near the end of broken or stubbed limbs. 

 * Selective removal of limbs obstructing buildings or other structures, traffic  

  signals or signs, and street lights.  Generally, limbs closer than 5 feet to a   

  building or other structure should be removed unless doing so would   

  severely damage a tree. 

 * Removal of branches which project too far outward beyond a symmetrical   

  form. 

 5) To cut back ends of branches and reduce weight when it appears likely to result   

  in breakage of supporting limbs. 

  

�
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6) To clear trees of sprout or sucker growth to a minimum height of 8 feet 

  above ground level.  Exceptions are allowed for young trees which would be   

  irreparably damaged by such pruning. 

 7) To obtain a balanced appearance when viewed from the opposite side of the   

  street immediately opposite of the tree. 

 8) To remove all vines entwined in trees and on tree trunks. 

 9) To clear all branches within 4 feet to 6 feet of electrical lines, and at 

  least 1 foot of other utility lines such as cable and telephone. 

The I.S.A. and  N.A.A. both recommend removing no more than 30% of the branch system of a 

healthy tree.  These pruning standards are those of the I.S.A. and N.A.A., are also recognized by 

most arborist organizations. 
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All trees planted must conform to the City standard which is shown in Attachment B. 
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