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MINUTES OF THE ADJOURNED JOINT MEET-ING OF 
THE MONTCLAIR CITY COUNCIL AND 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD HELD ON 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2003, AT 5:48 P.M. IN 
THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 5111 BENITO 
STREET, MONTCLAIR, CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton called the meeting to order at 5:48 p.m. 
 
 II. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor/Chairman Eaton; Council Members/Directors 
Paulitz and Ruh; City Manager/Executive Director 
McDougal; Director of Administrative Services Starr; 
Director of Redevelopment/Public Works Staats; Director 
of Community Development/Agency Planner Clark; City/ 
Agency Engineer Hudson; City Attorney/Agency Counsel 
Robbins; City Clerk/Agency Secretary Jackson 

Absent: Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey (arrived at 
5:49 p.m.); Council Member/Director Raft (arrived at 
5:49 p.m.) 

 
 III. PUBLIC COMMENT – None 
 
 IV. COUNCIL/AGENCY WORKSHOP 

A. Update on San Antonio Gateway Project 

Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey and Council Member/Director Raft both 
arrived at 5:49 p.m. 

John E. Husing, Ph.D., Economics & Politics, Inc., gave a 
presentation on the results of a financial-impact study conducted 
to ascertain the financial jeopardy a number of new regional malls, 
including Victoria Gardens, Rancho Cucamonga, Colonies Cross-
roads, Upland, Eastvale Gateway, Eastvale, and Spectrum Town 
Center, Chino, will have on the City's main sales tax revenue 
source, the Montclair Plaza.  He reported the analysis shows that 
historically, Montclair has shown remarkable retail resiliency with 
the opening of the Ontario Mills outlet mall, Terra Vista power 
centers, Rancho Cucamonga, and the Chino Spectrum.  He advised 
that the main threat to Montclair is not the opening of two more 
power centers in Upland and Eastvale but rather the high-end 
Victoria Gardens mall, proposed to open next year, because of the 
center's location along the California 210 Freeway and the fact that 
three of the Montclair Plaza's five anchors will be duplicated at the 
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site.  He projected that by 2006, Victoria Gardens could reap 40 to 
60 percent of its sales from would-be Plaza shoppers.  On the 
bright side, Victoria Gardens will not have a Nordstrom, which will 
assure the Plaza's niche with upper-middle-class shoppers until at 
least 2008, Dr. Husing stated.  He noted it is unfortunate General 
Growth Properties, Inc., lost its chance to upgrade the Montclair 
Plaza to a high-end mall in 1999 when it became apparent that 
upper-middle-class and middle-class housing markets were about 
to boom. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey indicated the Montclair Plaza management 
needs to address these issues before losing business to Victoria 
Gardens. 

 

Dr. Husing advised that his numerous attempts to obtain 
information from Plaza management were ignored. 

Montclair Plaza General Manager Donna Farrell advised that the 
Montclair Plaza continues to retain stores and restaurants, 
reporting that new Hollister and Sharper Image stores both 
recently opened for business. 

Dr. Husing reported that Montclair ranks 11th among 48 Inland 
Empire cities in total taxable sales.  In addition, there is more 
money earned per resident than in any other Inland Valley city, he 
stated.  He added that by 2008, as housing in the region continues 
to multiply, new shoppers will naturally live in the area and will 
help reduce the impact of Victoria Gardens.  He advised that not all 
shoppers in the area would be willing to shop at high-end stores 
at Victoria Gardens. 

Council Member/Director Ruh indicated it could be the Plaza's role 
to provide less expensive stores to the largely underserved 
shoppers south of the I-10 Freeway who will not be able to afford 
the boutiques at Victoria Gardens. 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton thanked Dr. Husing for his comprehensive 
report. 

 
 V. ADJOURNMENT 

At 6:30 p.m., Mayor/Chairman Eaton adjourned the City Council and 
Redevelopment Agency Board of Directors. 

Submitted for City 
Council/Redevelop-ment Agency 
Board approval, 

 
 
 
   
 Yvonne L. Smith 
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 Transcribing Secretary 


