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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR JOINT MEETING OF THE 
MONTCLAIR CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVEL-
OPMENT AGENCY AND MONTCLAIR HOUSING 
CORPORATION BOARDS HELD ON MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 1, 2003, AT 6:58 P.M. IN THE CITY 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 5111 BENITO STREET, 
MONTCLAIR, CALIFORNIA 

 
 
 
 I. CALL TO ORDER 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton called the meeting to order at 6:58 p.m. 
 
 II. INVOCATION 

Pastor Neal Froese, Rock of Life Community Church, gave the 
Invocation. 

 
 III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Council Member/Director Ruh led those assembled in the Pledge. 
 
 IV. ROLL CALL 

Present: Mayor/Chairman Eaton; Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman 
Dutrey; Council Members/Directors Paulitz, Raft, and Ruh; 
City Manager/Executive Director McDougal; Director of 
Administrative Services Starr; Director of Redevelopment/ 
Public Works Staats; Director of Community Development/ 
Agency Planner Clark; City/Agency Engineer Hudson; City 
Attorney/Agency Counsel Robbins; City Clerk/Agency 
Secretary Jackson 

 
 V. PRESENTATIONS - None 
 
 VI. PUBLIC COMMENT 

Mayor/Chairman Eaton reminded those audience members desiring to 
address the Council and Agency/Montclair Housing Corporation Boards 
to submit Speaker Information Cards and they would be afforded 
five minutes each to speak on subjects that do not appear on tonight’s 
agenda. 

A. Mr. Tom Stoudt, President, Montclair Fire Fighters Association, 
Local 3608 (MFFA), 18930 Red Feather Road, Apple Valley, 
introduced MFFA Vice President Steve Jackson and Treasurer Steve 
Hall.  He noted MFFA's commitment to supporting, through 
funding or assistance, community organizations, including 
schools, the YMCA, Firefighters Quest for Burn Survivors, Inland 
Valley Red Cross, Pomona Valley Workshop, and the Montclair 
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Skate Park.  He announced that MFFA's next pancake breakfast 
would be at the 4th Annual Fire Fighters, Hot Rods, & Harleys 
fundraiser event on Saturday, March 20, 2004, at Pomona Valley 
Harley-Davidson, at which a drawing would be held for a brand-
new 2004 Harley-Davidson Softail Fat Boy motorcycle. 

On behalf of MFFA, Mr. Stoudt presented a $7500 check to City 
Manager McDougal, President, Pomona Valley Habitat for Humanity 
Advisory Committee, for use in the construction of a home on 
Fremont Avenue. 

City Manager McDougal thanked Mr. Stoudt for MFFA's donation. 

 

Mayor Eaton thanked Mr. Stoudt for the generous donation to such 
a worthwhile cause. 

Council Member Paulitz thanked Mr. Stoudt for the donation. 

Mr. Stoudt advised that members of MFFA would be assisting in 
the construction of the home. 

B. Mr. Ronald Armstrong, 5601 Deodar Street, Montclair, commented 
as follows: 

1. He relayed Mr. Roger Baer's regret that he was unable to 
attend tonight's meeting. 

2. He noted reviewing a videotape of the regular joint 
November 3, 2003 meeting of Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey's denial 
that he made certain opposing statements to a tattoo and 
body-piercing business after a prior meeting.  He questioned 
Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey and discussion ensued about the 
matter. 

3. He noted discussions he has had with individuals who are 
interested in these meetings. 

4. He noted Ms. Teresa Billingsley's concerns about the 
community, adding she should be commended for her 
research on pertinent issues. 

C. Ms. Teresa Billingsley commented as follows: 

1. She publicized the Web sites www.recalls.gov and 
www.toysafety.net for parents and individuals concerned about 
toy safety as well as the following holiday safety tips: 

(a) Keep Christmas trees moist by keeping tree stands filled 
with water. 

(b) Keep Christmas trees away from open fires. 

(c) Check tree lights for frayed wires and cracked sockets.  
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Never use damaged lights. 

(d) Don't connect more than three sets of lights together. 

(e) Make sure lights used outdoors are intended for outdoor 
use. 

(f) Never leave your lights on overnight. 

Ms. Billingsley advised that toys for children should pass the 
"choke test," meaning that all toys for young children should 
be tested as to whether they can slide through a toilet paper 
roll. 

2. She advised that December 1, 2003, has been designated as a 
national "World AIDS Day," noting that at least seven thousand 
persons die each day from the wretched disease.  She 
cautioned everyone, especially young people, not to "play 
Russian roulette" with their health and their lives.  She stated 
that donations could be made by calling 1-866-614-6664. 

Mayor Eaton thanked Ms. Billingsley for her timely message. 
 
 VII. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. Adoption of Resolution No. 03-2480 Approving a General Plan 
Amendment to the Official Land-Use Map for an 8.55-Acre Site at 
the Southeast Corner of Mission Boulevard and Ramona Avenue 
Modifying the Land-Use Designation From "General Commercial" 
to "Low-Density Residential" 

Approval of Tentative Tract Map No. 16679 for a 40-Lot 
Subdivision (39 Residential Lots and One Commercial Parcel) at the 
Southeast Corner of Mission Boulevard and Ramona Avenue 

First Reading - Adoption of Ordinance No. 03-841 Approving a 
Zone Change to the Montclair Municipal Code From "C-2" 
(Restricted Commercial) to "C-2" and "R-1(SL)" (Single-Family 
Residential Small-Lot Detached Housing Overlay) for 8.55 Acres at 
the Southeast Corner of Mission Boulevard and Ramona Avenue 

Mayor Eaton declared it the time and place set for public hearing 
to consider Resolution No. 03-2480, Ordinance No. 03-841, and 
Tentative Tract Map No. 16679 to facilitate development of a  40-
lot subdivision at the southeast corner of Mission Boulevard and 
Ramona Avenue and invited comments from the public. 

Mr. Bill Fox, The William Fox Group, 800 North Haven Avenue, 
Suite 260, Ontario, identified himself as the builder of the 
proposed 40-lot subdivision.  He stated that he and his associate, 
Mr. Jide Alade, are available to answer any questions about the 
project. 

Mr. Loren Martens, 4285 Benito Street, Montclair, expressed his 
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opinion that the proposed tract would be in direct conflict with a 
provision of the Montclair Municipal Code (MMC) related to lot 
sizes being comparable to adjacent neighborhoods.  That being 
the case, he indicated that the proposed project would have four 
times the density of the development to the south. 

Director of Community Development Clark clarified that the 
proposed subdivision would be in compliance with the General 
Plan designation amendments being considered this evening, 
noting the lots to the south and to the east are larger, being 
equestrian in nature. 

Mr. Frank Hernandez, 4696 Mane Street, Montclair, advised he has 
witnessed many positive changes in the City over the years.  He 
expressed his gratitude and that of his neighbors for the public 
meeting held to address the proposed abutting Mane Street cul-
de-sacs that will provide safety vehicle access in cases of 
emergency. 

Mayor Eaton thanked Mr. Hernandez for his comments and for 
being involved in the community. 

Ms. Addie Cooke, 19764 Golden Bough Drive, Covina, commented 
as follows: 

1. She advised she has been involved in the Montclair community 
for many years as the member of the Cooke family that owned 
Conley Hardware.  The family owned the subject property for 
36 years until selling it to The William Fox Group.  She thanked 
Mr. Fox and his associates for their work with the Planning 
Commission and the City in the proposed subdivision project 
and likewise thanked the Planning Commission and staff for 
their work with The William Fox Group. 

2. She advised Mr. Martens that the proposed tract would be a 
"buffer" zone between the larger lot developments and 
commercial uses, noting that Mr. Marten's property would 
increase in value once the project is completed.  She added 
that the lots are not that small in comparison to other small-
lot developments. 

3. She stated that the new homes would be aesthetically pleasing 
and would assist in reducing problems in that area if it were all 
commercially developed. She spoke in support of the proposed 
project. 

4. She commended Mr. Fox for allowing Mr. Jeff Kelly to sell 
Christmas trees on the property during the holiday season. 

5. She wished everyone a happy holiday season. 

There being no one else in the audience wishing to speak, 
Mayor Eaton closed the public hearing and returned the matter to 
the City Council for its consideration. 
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Council Member Ruh received confirmation that the square footage 
of the proposed homes would range between 1850 and 2407.  He 
inquired as follows: 

1. What is the approximate cost of the proposed homes? 

Mr. Alade estimated the homes would sell above $300,000. 

2. Is this the original number of homes proposed? 

Mr. Alade responded that originally four or five more homes 
were proposed to be built, until staff requested that the 
commercial parcel at the corner of Mission Boulevard and 
Ramona Avenue be expanded from 1 acre to 3 acres. 

3. Aside from the commercial parcel, were any additional homes 
proposed for the subdivision? 

Mr. Alade answered, "A few." 

Council Member Paulitz questioned the lower density 
proposal, advising that higher-density is needed for affordabi-
lity reasons.  He cited the statistic in a recent article in the 
Los Angeles Times that the annual salary of a Ph.D.-degreed 
schoolteacher in California tops out at $70,000.  He further 
cited a recent article in Newsweek magazine about middle-
class families living in homeless shelters. 

Council Member Ruh invited those families interested in buying 
homes to contact him regarding home-purchase programs that do 
not require down payments or perfect credit. 

City Manager McDougal stated that Director of Community 
Development Clark could address the density issue.  He reiterated 
that in the capitalistic society that we live in, developers are free to 
propose their developments; at which time staff advises them 
about minimum MMC requirements.  He provided the analogy that 
though some vehicles' speedometers range as high as 160 miles 
per hour (mph), legal driving speeds are limited to 65 mph and, on 
some highways, 70 mph.  By the same token, he advised the 
minimum lot size pursuant to Chapter 11.36 of the Montclair 
Municipal Code for R-1(SL) zoning is 4500 square feet.  He stated 
that staff is not in the position of arbitrarily ordering developers to 
increase the density of their projects to limits outside the specified 
zoning for a particular site in the City. 

Council Member Ruh disputed that the "problem" lies in the builder 
proposing a higher density than that allowed by current zoning 
standards. 

Council Member Paulitz told Council Member Ruh that Council 
Member Paulitz's 2002 general municipal election campaign was 
founded on his advocacy of higher quality housing in the City, 
exclusive of apartment buildings.  He suggested Council Member 
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Ruh base his next campaign on advocating higher density small-
lot apartment buildings so he can cease his persistent criticisms of 
staff for presenting higher quality housing developments for 
Council consideration. 

Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey commented as follows: 

1. He commended the architectural treatment of the proposed 
project along with the builder's conscientiously working with 
neighboring residents on his proposal.  Overall, he expressed 
his opinion about the excellence of the proposal. 

2. He received confirmation concerning approval of Tentative 
Tract Map No. 16679 being subject to Condition of Approval 
No. 33 related to the applicant constructing a semi-permanent 
barrier at the easterly terminus of Rawhide Street to which a 
"FUTURE STREET EXPANSION" sign would be attached prior to 
issuance of the first Certificate of Occupancy for Lots 13 
through 27. 

3. Concerning the comment advocating larger lot sizes in the 
proposed tract consistent with adjacent neighborhoods, he 
stated that though he would prefer that to be the case, 
present-day buyers are desiring larger homes on smaller lots 
for economic reasons.   He advised that the density would be 
increased in the proposed project. 

4. He suggested that based on the current interest rates, school-
teachers earning $70,000 per year would qualify to purchase 
the homes proposed to be built.  He further suggested these 
same homes would be priced in the $400,000 range if built in 
Upland, Rancho Cucamonga, or Chino Hills. 

5. He noted receiving no concurrence from area residents who 
were questioned if they would like high-density tracts in their 
neighborhoods. 

6. He noted it would be unrealistic to expect to build single-
family homes priced at $150,000 in today's market, when 
condominiums cost $180,000, without major government 
subsidies. 

7. Noting the homes in Montclair are typically older structures 
averaging 1400 to 1500 square feet in size, he advised that 
buyers desire larger homes in excess of 2000 square feet.  He 
suggested the owners of these older homes might be 
interested in upgrading to quality larger, new homes in the 
community, which Montclair deserves to have in its housing 
base.  He suggested Montclair has met its affordable housing 
quota and that area cities should offer their share of 
affordable housing units. 

8. He stated that schoolteachers and nurses should be able to 
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afford to buy homes in Montclair because the homes in the 
community are reasonably priced.  He emphasized the 
importance of the City's offering quality attractive homes to 
attract these professionals, adding that much work needs to 
be done to reach this goal. 

Noting the City is growing and that she would like homes to sell in 
the $200,000 range for affordability purposes, Council Member 
Raft indicated that such is an unrealistic expectation.  She stated 
the homes proposed to be built in this project meet the standard 
of the homes located in that portion of town. 

 

Council Member Ruh spoke on behalf of lower-income rental 
families who cannot afford to buy homes in Montclair in the 
current housing market.  He suggested a higher density attached 
housing product (e.g., Russian Hill, San Francisco) would serve the 
community well and would offer affordability to Montclair tenants. 

Council Member Paulitz asked Council Member Ruh why he did not 
campaign on the affordable housing issue in 2002. 

Council Member Ruh responded that not much housing was being 
built at that time and that it has only been in the last year that 
unrestrained development dedicated to high-cost housing has 
taken place.  He expressed his concern that attention should be 
given to where working class families can live, suggesting the City 
should support legislation for California cities to fulfill their 
Regional Housing Needs Assessment requirements. 

City Manager McDougal asked that Director of Community 
Development Clark address the density issue.  He exemplified the 
high cost of building a home in today's market by noting the City 
must raise $120,000 for building materials alone (some of which 
are being donated) for the home to be built on Fremont Avenue by 
the Pomona Valley Habitat for Humanity on land dedicated for that 
purpose. 

Council Member Ruh noted the California Association of Realtors 
sponsors a Housing Affordability program that might be able to 
assist in that project. 

Director of Community Development Clark commented as follows: 

1. He advised that the subject parcel had been slated for 
commercial development and that the William Fox Group 
worked diligently to secure a major supermarket anchor for 
the site to no avail.  He advised that the builder is proposing a 
contemporary market project of small-lot single-family units 
in keeping with the desires of Council, Planning Commission, 
and staff of increasing density. 

2. He advised that all of the homes in the first phase of the 
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former Margarita School site project have been sold, the 
majority of them to Montclair residents desiring to upgrade 
while keeping their children in Montclair schools. 

3. He directed the Council's attention to Condition of Approval 
No. 4, which stipulates that the project would be subject to the 
15 percent inclusionary housing requirement of an Ordinance 
to be considered by the Council in early 2004. 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey and seconded by Council 
Member Paulitz that Resolution No. 03-2480, entitled "A Resolu-
tion of the City Council of the City of Montclair Approving a 
General Plan Amendment to the Official Land Use Map for an 8.55-
Acre Site at the Southeast Corner of Mission Boulevard and 
Ramona Avenue, Modifying the Land Use Designation From 
'General Commercial' to 'General Commercial' and "Low Density 
Residential,'" be read by number and title only, further reading be 
waived, and it be declared adopted. 

The City Council unanimously waived the reading of the 
Resolution. 

Resolution No. 03-2480 was adopted by the following vote: 

AYES: Raft, Paulitz, Dutrey, Eaton 
NOES: Ruh 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

Moved by Council Member Paulitz and seconded by Mayor Pro Tem 
Dutrey to approve Tentative Tract Map No. 16679 for a 40-lot 
subdivision (39 residential lots and one commercial parcel) at the 
southeast corner of Mission Boulevard and Ramona Avenue, 
subject to the conditions of approval listed in the agenda report on 
this item. 

Motion carried as follows: 

AYES: Raft, Paulitz, Dutrey, Eaton 
NOES: Ruh 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey and seconded by Council Member 
Paulitz that Ordinance No. 03-841, entitled "An Ordinance of the 
City Council of the City of Montclair Approving a Zone Change to 
the Montclair Municipal Code From 'C-2' (Restricted Commercial to 
'C-2' and 'R-1(SL)' (Single-Family Residential Small-Lot Detached 
Housing Overlay) for 8.55 Acres at the Southeast Corner of 
Mission Boulevard and Ramona Avenue,'" be read by number and 
title only, further reading be waived, and this be declared its first 
reading. 

The City Council unanimously waived the reading of the 
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Ordinance. 

First Reading of Ordinance No. 03-841 was adopted by the 
following vote: 

AYES: Raft, Paulitz, Dutrey, Eaton 
NOES: Ruh 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: None 

Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey commented as follows: 

1. He discussed the Council's conceptual approval of the 
San Antonio Gateway Project that will include 100 affordable 
senior apartment units and 75 family apartment units to be 
built by a nonprofit organization.  He advised that the units 
would be occupied by low- and very low-income families, and 
the rents would be adjusted so that no more than 30 percent 
of a families' income would be applied to rent and utilities. 

2. He told Council Member Ruh he would be more than happy to 
tour any higher density attached housing projects in Southern 
California and review any such information that Council 
Member Ruh would care to give him. 

Council Member Ruh indicated he would be happy to do so.  He 
spoke in support of the proposed San Antonio Gateway Project, 
though he expressed his concern that should the families at some 
future point no longer qualify to live in the project, there is 
nowhere in the City for them to relocate. 

Council Member Paulitz asked that staff provide a report at the 
next meeting of all housing units built between 1998 and 2002 
and for 2003. 

 
 VIII. CONSENT CALENDAR 

Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey requested that Item B-2 be removed from the 
Consent Calendar for comment. 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey, seconded by Council 
Member/Director Raft, and carried to approve the following Consent 
Items as presented: 

A. Approval of Minutes 

 1. Minutes of Adjourned Joint Council/Agency Meeting of 
November 17, 2003 

The City Council and Redevelopment Agency Board approved 
the minutes of the Adjourned Joint City Council/Redevelop-
ment Agency meeting of November 17, 2003. 

 2. Minutes of Regular Joint Council/Agency/Montclair Hous-ing 
Corporation Meeting of November 17, 2003 
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The City Council and Redevelopment Agency and Montclair 
Housing Corporation Boards approved the minutes of the 
Regular Joint City Council/Redevelopment Agency Board/ 
Montclair Housing Corporation Board meeting of 
November 17, 2003. 

B. Administrative Reports 

 1. Setting a Public Hearing to Receive Input on the Allocation of 
State Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Funds 

The City Council set a public hearing for Monday, 
December 15, 2003, at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council 
Chambers to receive input on the allocation of State 
Supplemental Law Enforcement Services Funds. 

 3. Approval of City Warrant Register and Payroll Documentation 

The City Council approved the Warrant Register dated 
December 1, 2003, totaling $716,459.26, and the Payroll 
Documentation dated October 19, 2003, amounting to 
$507,473.34, with $352,733.40 being the total cash 
disbursement. 

C. Agreements 

 1. Approval of Agreement No. 03-163 With Property-
Bureau.com, Inc., for Internet Auction Services for the 
Disposal of Surplus City Property 

The City Council approved Agreement No. 03-163 with 
PropertyBureau.com, Inc., for Internet auction services for the 
disposal of surplus City property. 

 2. Approval of Agreement No. 03-164  With Civica Software for 
Design and Development of an e-Government Web Site for 
the City of Montclair and the Montclair Redevelopment 
Agency 

The City Council approved Agreement No. 03-164 with Civica 
Software for design and development of an e-government 
Web site for the City of Montclair and the Montclair Redevel-
opment Agency. 

D. Resolutions - None 
 
 IX. PULLED CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS 

B. Administrative Reports 

 2. Rejection of All Bids Received for Development of the 
Montclair Skate Park at Alma Hofman Park 

Authorization for Staff to Modify the Plans and Readver-tise 
for Bid Proposals 
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Noting the bids for this project came in high, Mayor Pro Tem 
Dutrey asked that staff provide breakdowns of the sources of 
funds for this project and of the consultant's estimated costs 
for each component of the project (skate park construction, 
caboose relocation, and landscaping).  He expressed his 
concern and dismay that the project seems to be costing 
twice as much as originally anticipated. 

City Engineer Hudson indicated a report would be returned to 
the Council at the next meeting. 

Council Member Ruh questioned why the costs for the project 
seem to have escalated. 

City Engineer Hudson advised that staff was likewise shocked 
at the bid amounts received for the project.  He reported that 
the consultant estimated $30 a square foot for the 12,000-
square-foot skate park, and the bids received came in at $40 
a square foot or more.  He stated that inquiries were made to 
determine the reasons for the high bids, which were 
attributed to high liability insurance and health-care costs, 
increases in prevailing wage rates, and the inclusion of 
relocating the caboose in this project.  He indicated that 
modifying the plans and scope of the project into separate 
skate park, landscaping, and caboose-relocation projects and 
looking into other grant funding opportunities to help with 
the cost of construction might bring in more competitive 
bids. 

Council Member Paulitz noted he and Mayor Eaton addressed 
this item at the last Public Works Committee meeting, adding 
he was also astonished at the bid amounts.  He indicated that 
if the costs associated with development of the project seem 
high, he cautioned the Council that operation costs might 
further exceed expectations.  Citing an article in the Sunday, 
November 30 edition of the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin 
entitled, "Skate Park to Reduce Hours (Vandals have destroyed 
lights, trash cans)," he reported that vandals at the Upland 
skate park have destroyed eight lights costing $483 each and 
32 trash cans in the past six months.  He further reported 
that skaters are being cited for failure to wear protective gear.  
He advised that Upland is reducing the park's operating hours 
to contend with these offenses. 

Moved by Mayor Pro Tem Dutrey, seconded by Council 
Member Ruh, and carried to take the following actions related 
to development of the Montclair Skate Park at Alma Hofman 
Park: 

(a) Reject all bids received. 

(b) Authorize staff to modify the project and readvertise for 
bid proposals. 
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 X. RESPONSE - None 
 
 XI. COMMUNICATIONS 

A. City Attorney/Agency Counsel – No comments 

B. City Manager/Executive Director – No comments 

C. Mayor/Chairman 

 1. Mayor/Chairman Eaton announced he was recently appointed 
to represent the San Bernardino Associated Governments 
(SANBAG) in the 15-member San Gabriel Valley Council of 
Governments founded to plan and build an eastern extension 
of the Gold Line light rail system from Pasadena to Montclair.  
He expressed his hope that SANBAG would soon be voted in as 
a full member of the Metro Gold Line East project. 

D. City Council/Agency Board 

 1. Council Member/Director Paulitz noted he participated in the 
"busiest shopping day of the year" at the Montclair Plaza last 
Friday.  He stated it was heartening to observe the throngs of 
shoppers at the Plaza that day.  He commended the Police 
Department's holiday traffic program, which was quite effect-
tive in moderating traffic in and around the Plaza that day. 

 2. Council Member/Director Raft advised that there is a good 
chance that Adelphia will no longer be cablecasting these 
meetings after the first quarter of 2004.  She urged residents 
to appeal to the cable company to continue cablecasting these 
meetings. 

 3. Mayor Pro Tem/Vice Chairman Dutrey commented as follows: 

(a) He expressed his hope that everyone enjoyed a nice 
Thanksgiving holiday. 

(b) He noted his attendance at the Monte Vista Water District 
(MVWD) Board meeting last Wednesday to present a 
proclamation to outgoing Board Member Jim Morgan.  He 
congratulated newly elected Board Member Tony Lopez. 

(c) As today was a holiday for his employer, the City of Rialto, 
he noted spending the morning with Director of 
Redevelopment/Public Works Staats, City Engineer 
Hudson, and Public Works Superintendent Orioli touring 
Public Works projects at various parks in the City, the 
Montclair Transcenter, the sidewalk projects in the east 
part of town, Mission Boulevard improvement project, and 
the Monte Vista Avenue Grade Separation Project.  He 
further noted touring the multifamily areas of the City this 
afternoon with Code Enforcement. 
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(d) He noted the City has finally received federal and 
California Department of Transportation environmental 
clearance for the Ramona Avenue Grade Separation 
Project.  He expressed his hope that the project would 
soon commence construction. 

 4. Council Member/Director Ruh commented as follows: 

(a) He concurred that the federal and state environmental 
clearances for the Ramona Avenue Grade Separation 
Project are good news indeed.  He noted the importance 
of all Alameda Corridor-East grade separation projects to 
avert the projected 30- to 40-minute backups at rail 
crossings. 

(b) He noted contacting the Mann family who lost their home 
in Montclair to fire three days before Thanksgiving.  He 
thanked our firefighters for their efforts to save the 
family's home. 

(c) He noted that major causes of dwelling fires during the 
holidays are untended votives and other small candles.  
He cautioned everyone to take care when burning candles. 

(d) He spoke of the very insightful presentation earlier in the 
evening regarding the future of the Montclair Plaza in light 
of the new Victoria Gardens, Rancho Cucamonga, shop-
ping center that will open in 2004.  He noted he was 
pleased with Plaza Manager Donna Farrell's comments 
about plans for the mall. 

(e) He noted he was pleased to observe the long lines at 
Montclair Plaza shops the day after Thanksgiving.  He 
expressed his hope that the Christmas season will prove 
to be a profitable one. 

Citing a recent article in the Inland Valley Daily Bulletin related to the 
City of Claremont contemplating conversion of an old orange-packing 
plant into a Police facility, Mr. Loren Martens, 4285 Benito Street, 
Montclair, relayed a resident's suggestion that the former Sam's Club 
building be considered for the proposed Police facility. 

Mayor Eaton advised that the site continues to be considered for such 
use. 

E. Committee Meeting Minutes 

 1. Minutes of Real Estate Committee Meeting of November 6, 
2003 

The City Council received and filed the Real Estate Committee 
meeting minutes of November 6, 2003, for informational 
purposes. 
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 2. Minutes of Personnel Committee Meeting of November 17, 
2003 

The City Council received and filed the Personnel Committee 
meeting minutes of November 17, 2003, for informational 
purposes. 

 
 XII. ADJOURNMENT OF CITY COUNCIL AND REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY AND 

MONTCLAIR HOUSING CORPORATION BOARDS OF DIRECTORS 

At 8:10 p.m., Mayor/Chairman Eaton adjourned the City Council and 
Redevelopment Agency and Montclair Housing Corporation Boards of 
Directors. 

Submitted for City Council/Redevelop-
ment Agency Board/Montclair Housing 
Corporation Board approval, 

 
 
 
   
 Yvonne L. Smith 
 Transcribing Secretary 


